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suggestion that the powers conferred by that
pection have been sbused. I would like now
to place before hon. members a Ietter re-
cently received hy the Commissioner of Pub-
lic Health showing the view that is taken of
Western Australian legislation in  other
parts of the world. During the last couple
of years we have had requests from many
countries for copies of our legislation
and reports as to how it has worked. The
President of the Chicago Medical Society
wrote to the Commissioner of Public Health
on the 15th April of this year as follows:—
I. received a few days ago a copy of
your annual report for 1917, for which I
am writing to thank you. .I have read with
mueh interest your comments upon your
‘Western Australian Venereal Act. I have
been greatly interested in that legislation
sinee it first came to my knowledge. I
became acquainted with it upon looking up
the literature of legislation in regard to
the venereal diseases a few years ago, and
- I gave an editorial to it in the Journal of
the American Medical Association, in
which I wrote a series of editorials
on  aectivities  throughout the world
in regard to the control of ven-
ereal (isenses. At that time I ex-
pressed the feeling that it would probably
be a long time before any American Com-
monwealth would have the enlightenment
to adopt such legislation.
aurprige, however, within a year I was able,
at the invitation of the Health Commis-
stoner of Chicago, to suggest your Western
Angtralian Aet, with slight modifieations,
for Chicago, and practically without a
dissenting vote, it was adopted. This was
the first time of its adoption, I believe, in
the United States. Since that time it has
been adopted in a modified form by the
Btate of Illinois, and has become well
known ag the Western Australian Aect. It
seems to me to be far and away the most
intelligent applieation -of law to the ven-
ereal problem that we have had, and I am
glad to have this opportunity to ecom-
gratulate its author.
The remaining clauses of the Bill provide for
the reprinting of the principal Aet and its
amendments. It also correets a typographi-
esl error in Section 188 of the principal Act.
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. A, J. H. SAW (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) {8.20}: As one’ who was responsible
in some measure for helping to shape the
Health Act as it was originally drafted, and
having had the privilege of reading the com-
ments of the Commissioner of Public Health
on its working during the years it has been
in force, I desire to support the second read-
ing of the Bill now before the Homse. Dur-
ing the time I was in the Eastern States I
had the pleasure of speaking to those in
authority there in conmection with healtk
matters. Cur Act has been copied, io a cer-
tain extent, in the Eastern States and T have
no hesitation in saying that we have far and
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away the best Act that hag yet been intro-
duced in Australia in connection with this
subject. I quite recognige that the provi-
gons that were inserted o:-iginally in the
Bill as it was drafted—a portion of which
was drafted, I believe, through my influcace
—have proved that further powers should be
given to the Commissioner, so that the mea-
gure may work smoothly. I am not wedded
entirely to my own ideas, but I hope to be
able to take advantage of the experience
which has been gained in the working of the
Aet. The Act has not yet had a fair chance.
Owing to the absence of medical men, ali
that might have been done in connection
with the working of the Act has not been
done, Now that things are hecoming settled,
and with the advent of more medical men
here, and probably with additional help for
the Health Department, we will be able to
do something towards curbing vemereal dis-
eage in Western Australia.
Question put and passed.

Bill read a second tiime.
In Committee, gie.
Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

House adjowrned al 8.56 p.m.
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' The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pn,; and read prayers.

QUESTION—MATIMED SOLDIERS, RAIL
AND TRAM PASSES.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN asked "the Premier: 1,
Is it o faet that the New South Wales Gov-
ernment have granted a free railway and
tramway pass for life to one-legged soldierst
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2, Is it the intention of his Government to
grant & similar concession to one-legged und
blind soldiers®

The PREMIER rgplied: I have not been
able to get the information, and I think it
would be as well to diseharge the -question
froin the Notice Paper. .

Mr, O'TOGHLEN: No, T cannot agree to
it being discharged. It is remarkable that
you cannot get the information. I shall get
it for you.

QUESTION — SPRING CARTS, GOVERN-
MENT CONTRACT.

Hon, P. COLLIER asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Have the Government let a_con-
tract for the construction of a number of
spring carts ‘required for soldier settlers?
2, What is the amount of the lowest tender
received? 3, The name of the firm and the
contract price of the work?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied: 1,
Yes. 2, £23 10s. each for 10 carts. 3, Bol-
ton & Sons, £23 10s. each spring cart.

’ L
QUESTION — FERTILISER AND FEED-
ING STUFFS ACT, AMENDMENT.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Honorary
Minister: Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to introduce this session a Bill to
amend the Fertiliser and TFeeding Stuoffa
Act of 1905¢

The HONORARY MINISTER
The matter is under consideration.

)

replied :

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Hardwick, leave of ab-
gence for two weeks granted to Mr. Very-
ard (Leederville) on the ground of ill-
health. :

On motion by Mr. O’Loghlen, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks granted to Mr. Holman
(Murchigon) on the ground of urgent pri-
vate business.

MINISTERIAL, STATEMENT—STATE
SAWMILLS.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. (George — Murray-Wellington) [4.38]:
With the permission of the House, I would
like to make a statement. Hon. members
will have noticed in both the ‘Daily News”?
of Baturday last and the ‘‘ West Australian’’
of yesterday, a paragraph referring to the
vigit of two gentlemen from France, who are
reported to have been on the look out for
timber  propogitions.  These  gentlemen,
Messrs. Ghyselinck and Dnutilleul, represent-
ing the Franco-Australien Syndicate of
Paris, have been in correspondence with the
Industries Department and with me for some
months. Their visit has brought about sev-
eral conferences, at which an understanding
has been arrived in regard to the State saw-
mills, which they propose to acquire. Sub-
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jeet to the fulfilment of certain conditions,
to deal with which these gentlemen 'have
left Western Australia en route for France,
matters are arranged betweén the parties.
Provision has been made to fully protect the
rights of Parliament to approve or veto the
proposed sale and, as soon as the purchasers
have completed the - conditions referred to,
the Government will bring the question of
sale before both Houses of Parliament for
decision.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: You are depriving the
country of a splendid revenve producer.

. PILL—GENERAL LOAN AND IN-
SCRIBED STOCK ACT AMENDMENT.

. Read a third time and transmitted to the
Legislative Council,

BILL—TRAFFIC.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 28th Aaugust.

Hon.” P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.43]:
This is the third attempt which has been
made to pass into law a Traffic Bill. On
euch of the former oecasions when the Bill
was betore Parliament, its main prineiples
were very thoroughly and exbaustively de-

. bated and, whilst both Bills secafed the

endorsement of a majority of the members
of this House, they failed to seeure the
support of another place. This Bill
follows closely the main provisions
of the twoe Bills to "whieh T have
referred and, in that regard, therc is
very little need to debate its main principles.
Tt i3 very desirable that we should have em-
braced in nne ineasure, as this Bill now pro-
vides, all the Acts, of which there are sev-
eral, dealing with the control of traffic
throughout the State. In that respect I be-
lieve the Bill will be welcomed, partienlarlty
by the representatives of many loeal govern-
ing bodies. The main point npon which this
Bill differs from its predccessors iz that it
does not contain the debatable clause which
led to the defeat of former Bills; that is,
the provision providing for the pooling of
licensing fees in the metropolitan area and

-for their payment to the local governing

bodies on a basis proportionate to the length
of road under the contral of each of those
bodies. The Minister, I understand, claims
that this provision,has been emphatically re-
jeeted by the Council on two occasiohs, the
defeat of the measure being involved, and
that theréfore he does mot feel justified in
further delaying the passage of sech a Rill
ag we have now before us, which certainly
is in many respects desirable, simply for the
purpose of retaining the pooling pringiple. 1
do not know whether it is degirable that that
pringiple should be eliminated. I do know
that when the question of pooling of licens-
ing fees was discussed at a representative
conference of the loeal governing bodies
conecerned—that is, the municipalities and
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roads boards embraced within the metropeli-
tan sren—a resolution endorsing this pooling
principle was earried by a very lirge ma-
jority; I think, 15 to 4. The minority, of
course, consisted of two representatives of
Perth and two representatives of Fremantle.
All the other representatives supported the
prineiple. Perhaps it is not to be wondered
at that both Perth and Fremantle objected
to the pooling pringiple while all the other
local governing bodies concerned e¢ndorsed
it. Certainly, however, there 1s much to be
gaid for the policy of pooling the whole of
the licensing fees collected within the metro-
politan area and distributing them on what
may be considered an equitable basis,. We
know perfectly well that the great bulk of
the licensing fees will wnder this Bill be
obtained in Perth and Fremantle, whilst the
vehicles licensed may be mainly plying over
the roads embraced by the territory of other
loeal governing bodies. I think the Minis-
ter, in introducing the Bill, said that about
45 per cent. of the ligenses were taken out
in Perth and about 23 per cent. in Fre-
mantle. T de mot know how the Minisfer
obtained that information. He told the
House that a census had heen taken, but
did not state for what period.

The Minister for Works: Fourteen daya.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is questionable
‘whether that comparatively brief period
would yield a reliable result. However, if
those figures are relinble, they mean that the
greater proportion of the fees collected would
be paid to Perth and Fremantle. If that is
go, it is somewhat diffienlt to understand
the opposition of those two centres to the
pooling provision.

The Minister for
the money.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They would get the
great bulk of the money under the pooling
policy if the great majority of the licenses
are issued within their boundaries.

The Minister for Works: That is not so.
¥ shall explain that matter fully when re-
plying. .

Hon. P. COLLIER: I gathered from the
Minister that he himself is not opposed to
the pooling prineiple. He intimated that if
the House was pleased to imsert it, he would
offer no objection. However, seeing that
it will be practically impossible to secure the
consent of another place to that principle,
it may be wise that we should pass the Bill
a3 introduced and so obtain the benefit of
the various: improvements for which it does
provide. TUnder this Bill, if it passes, wse
ghall have uniform control of traffic through-
ount the Btate, instead of, as al present,
various ‘local governing bodies passing dif-
ferent by-laws dealing with the same sub-
jeet. Omc of the best provisions of the Bill,
to my mind, is that enabling the Government
to provide for the licensing of drivers of
motor cars. 'I do not know why that has not
been done up to date, but T suppose the rea-
son is that the leeal governing bodies have
not the pecessary power. Certainly, the
power has been too long delayed. Having

Works: They want
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regard to the advantiges whieh will acerue
from the general provisions of the Bill, I
believe the House will be justified in en-
dorsing the measure, notwithatanding that it-
does not econtain - the principle of pooling,
which this House endorsed on two former
sessions. I support the seeond reading.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [4.53}: I was hoping that some of
our friends from the country would have
something to say about this Bill, The mea-
sure is widely different from the Traffic Bill
which has Dbeen considered on two previous
occagions. I have- taken the opportunity of
sending copies of the present Bill te ona or
two roads hoards in the metropolitan area,
but suofficient time has not elapsed for me
to receive a reply as to lHow the measure
affects their distrists, The Bill' tefers, T
obgerve, to ‘fGovernment roads.’’ I do not
know of any road in this State that is ealled
a Government road; posgibly there may be
some in the North-West, which I have never
visited. All the roads that I kunow of are
roads belonging to the various loeal authori-
ties who control them. Therefore I am un-
able to say why this Bill continnally uses
the term *‘‘Government road,’’ unless it is
the Government’s intentjon to declare Gov-
ernment roads in future with a view to pro-
viding means for the upkeep of such reads.
The Perth-Fremantle road is at present, I
believe, .kept in fair order by the Govern-
ment. That being seo, in all probability the
various toads boards between Perth and
Fremantle will not object so strenuously to
thig Bill ag they did to previous measures of
the same nature. If the licensing fees col-
leeted are to go to each local authority,
while the main roads are to be maintained
at the expense of the Government, I have
no objection. But if it is fair that a road
between Perth and Fremantle on one side
of the river should be maintained by the
Government, 1t is also fair that a similar
road on the other side of the river should
be maintained by the Government. Why
should the ratepayers of the Melville Road

- Board maintain seven miles of road carrving

about 50 per cent. of the traffic that is ear
ried by the Perth-Fremante road? If the
Bill provided for the pooling of license fees
and for the payment of a subsidy on the
bagis of the amount coltected, there would
be a countribution to the funds of the Mel-
ville Road Board towards the upkeep of main
roads running through their distriet.

Mr. Gardiner: And through Sonth Perth
as well,

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: Yes; the whole of
the road from the Causeway to Fremautle.
The Melville Road Board represents only
ons distriet on which injustice will be in-
flieted owing to the desire of the Minister
to please the city of Perth.

The Minister for Works: No.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The Bill has been
prepared for mo other purpose.

The Minister for Works: I assure you that
you are wrong. } . .
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: On two previons
occagions the city of Perth hae used its in-
fluence in another place to defeat & Traffic
Bill which provided for the pooling of fees.

On this occasion the Minister tells us that -

he does not feel justified in introdmcing a
Bill with a similar provision om that ac-
count,

The Minister for Works: Ne. I said that
I had omitted that one provision, but that
hon. members could insert it if they liked.

Mr. O’Loghlen: You should stand behind
your Bill

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: TUnder this Bill
the trafic is to be administered by the Gov-
ernment instead of by the loeal authorities.
In New South Wales motor traffic is admin-
istered by the Commissioner of Police, whe
issues all licerises, while the money is paid
into copsolidated revenue. In Vietoria the
law is on somewhat similar lines. In South
Australia the work is done by the local au-
thoritics. But in each of thoze States the
Government grant assistance for the upkeep
of main roads, and the Government of West-
ern Australia do not at present make such
grants, That, no doubt, has been one of the
reasons why the Minister proposes to allow
mnnicipalities and road boards to continue
to collect fees from the vehicles licensed in
their respective districts, While the Min-
ister was introdueing the Bill, T asked him
whether the Government intended to pur-
chase the Fremantle tramways. I am not
prepared to =ay that the Fremantle tram-

ways have not been setting an example to

the Govérnment in the matter of the run-
ning of that species of public wtility, How-
ever, by this Bill the GGovernment propose
to take control of the running of the Fre-
mantle tramways; they propose to take the
control entirely out of the hands of the Fre-
mantle people.  The Bill provides that stop-
ping places may be proclaimed anywhere.
Of course the Government have the power
to do this in counection with their own
trams, but the Perth trams arc exempt from
the operations of the Bill. T do not think
there is any necessity in & Bill sueh as this
to include such a provision where trams are
run under a speeial Aet of Parliament. The
powers the Minister asks for, as far as pri-
vate tramways are concerned, are excessive
and not warranted. I amn doubtful whether
a Bill of this kind—even though it was first

submitted by a Governmeot of which I was

a member—will prove as beneficial as the
provigions, which exiat in the Municipalities
Act, The Bill provides for regnlations being
framed, while under the Mnnicipalities Act
everything is Taid down definitely and dis-
tinefly in regard to traffic in various parts
of tlie State. Regnlations are not always
readily available. It is always betier to
make direct provision in an Aet of Parlia-
ment. I agree with the leader of the Op-
position that it is' of pgreat ifportance to
provide for the licensing of drivers of motor
carg. [ notiee that the police are to grant
these licenses, but that the Consolidated rev-
enue will receive the fees. Ome thing I

‘from oceurr ll'lg

‘mitfes,
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would point out is that, while the Minister
has favoured the city of Perth considerably
in the Bill, he has overlooked the fact that
it costs the State about £2,000 a year for the
control of the traffic in the city by the police.
No other place is granted a similar privilegs,
A gubgidy is given to the city of Perth by
way of providing policemen as traffic con-
trollers, and I maintain, if the police are to
take full control of the traffic, then the Gov-
ernment should take the licensing fees to
meet the charge.

Mr. Pickering: Why all the fees?

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Because the Gov-
ernment pay mueh mere than they would
collect. It is not done anywhere else in the
State.

Mr. Piclkering: It is not done in London.

Hon W. Q. ANGWIN: The Jocal authori-
ties in the Old Country pay their own police.
In matters of this kind Perth ig receiving
favoured treatment, while the outaside dis-
tricts are strugghng to keep their roads in
proper order,

Mr, Foley: They reckon all the harmful
vehicles comes from Fremantle.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: They are sure to
do that. There is one thing about Freman-
tle, and it is that that municipality does
not ask the police to control their traffic.
Apart from these matters, there is not much
else in, the Bill that we ean object to.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [5.6]: We
must agree that the Traffic Bill will be wel-
comed not only Ly the House, but by all
local anthorities throughout the State. The
license fees that will be colleeted under the
Bill are estimated to amount to £15,000 =o
far as motor cars are concerned, and only
about £5,000 to £7,000 in connection with
other vehieles. 1 think we can take it that
to a large extent the Bill deals with motor
traffic which has so materially inereased in
recent years, Like the two previous
speakers, 1T welcome the provision for the
licensing of meotor drivers. If this pro-
vision had been introduced many years ago,
it wounld have prevented a lot of accidents
I also welcoine the pro-
vision for the imposition of a heavy penalty
on any person’ whe, while in a drunken con-
dition, drives a car. That, too, will have the
effeet of preventing aceidents, 'The Bill iy
framed on right lines, but some sngges-
tions which may have the effect of bringing
about improvements may be mades in Com-
The member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Mr. Angwin) has referred to police
control., My opinion is that the provision
for the eontral of traffic hy the local au-
thorities is absolutely unnecessary, as the
police are the people who are best adanted
to carry out thiz work, The appointment
of traffic inspectors in smaller distriets will
not be warranted, because motor traffic there
will be of a neghglble nature. 'The police
are an established institution and can well
carry ont all traffic work. If the adminis-
tration of the Act i3 handed over to the
Commikgioner, the resnlt will e more uniform
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working than would otherwise be the ease.
The police are in uniform and drivers of
vehileles will respeet the police at all times,
whereas that is not likely to be the case
if the supervision of the traffic is in the
hands of the inspectors appointed by local
authorities. The Bill provides that the
police shall issue all drivers’ licemses for
motor vehicles, and therefore I consider that
the police should go further and look after
the traflic throughout the whole of the State.
Subelause 4 of Clause 19 provides that the
Commigsioner of Police may appoint mem-
bars of the police force to perform the duties
of control subject to ecerfain reservations.
It is, however, unlikely that he would do
this unless his officers had control of the
whole of the motor traffic throughout the
State, Of course it might be said that this
will be increasing the duties and the respon-
gibilities of the police, but if the suggestion
is adopted, and the police do assume control
of the whole of the motor traffic, they shounld
be permitted to retain, say, 10 per cemnt. of
the fees collected, as a reimbursement for
the work they will be called upon to per-
form. In the Bill many important matters
are undefined and left to be dealt with irp
the by-laws to be framed. The enactment of
by-laws in this manner is not right and
will lead to vexation, This has already been
the experience of the city of Perth, Tt will
be remembered that only recently the magis-
trate of Perth said that one of the by-laws
framed by the muonicipal couneil was eapable
of a grotesque construetion. When intro-
dneing the Rill the Minister for Works
stated that it was proposed to frame uni-
form by-laws, That would be satisfactory
if all parties were consulted in the compila-
tion of those by-laws, Owing, however, to
the inereased fraffic and the inereased popu-
lation thronghout the State and the fact that
the local authorities are continually chang-
ing, T am of opinion that a Loard should
be appointed to frame by-laws under the
Act for the regulation of traffic throughout

the State. Such a board should consist of
representatives of the Municipal Associa-
tion, the Road Boards Association, the

Automeobile Club, the Carriers and Passenger
Vehicle Owners, while a wmember of the
Government shonld be nominated to act as
chairman.
jety of by-laws can be apprecizted by hen.
members. One might be motoring through
a district where one set of by-laws exist and
then proceed to another town where there
might be a tolally different set.

Mr. Smith: These by-laws would have to
be approved by the Governor in_ Council

Hon. W. C. Angwin: For instance, Perth .

charges a license fee of 24. 6d. for bieycles
and Fremantle does not charge anything.
Mr., ANGELO : Some local anthorities
might require one kind of lamp for motor
cars and others might reguire 2 totally
different lamp, whereas, if a board were in
existence everything would be uwniform and
in that way trouble would be obviated. It
is suggested that certain amendments should

The diffieulty of having a var- .
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be made to the Bill when it is in Committee. .

At present it is not my intention to oppose
it, and I have much pleasure in supporting
the second reading. :

Mr. PICEERING ({Sunssex) [35.15]: As a
farmer I always oppose the payment of a
wheel tax. I hdve always been of opinion
that sufficient revenve should be raised by
means of ordinary taxation in the way of
rates imposed by road hoards, and that
when the farmers are compelled to use
vehicles as part of their trade it is rather
severe that they should not only have to
pay road board rates but an additional tax
npon sueh vehicles, which are used in the
course of earning their livelihood. The only
obstacle I see to that is that there are cer-
tain members of the community who are
not affected by rates, and yet use the roads.
These are the people who should have to pay
license fees and wheel taxes, not the pro-
ducing eommunity, whose earts and wagons
are part and parcel of their stock in trade.

The Minister for Works: Name any part
of Western Awuatralia where they have not
to pay a wheel tax.

Mr. PICKERING: I will not attempt to
do any such thing. I object to the prin-
tiple. The rates should be raised by the
road boards and there should not be this
extra tax hmposed.

Mr. O’Loghlen: You did not say that at
Avon last year. )

Mr. PICKERING: I regret very much,
not that a certain section was omitted from
the Bill that was eontained in the last Bill,
but that the Government have not bronght
in a measure for the pooling of all whesl
taxes and motor taxes and some provision
for pro rata collections throughont the whole
of the districts of Western Australia.

The Honorary Minister : Pro rata on
what ¢ - .
Mr. PICKERING : We might say pro

rata on the length of the roads. The conn-
try distriets, miore especially those I repre-
sent, frequently have their roads destroyed
by motorists coming from all parts of "West-
ern Auvstralia. We have no ¢laim upon them
at all

Hon. P, Collier: They make their money
out of the motorists.

Mr. PICEERING: I should like to sec a
clause intraduced to bring about the pooling
of the rates on an equitable basis, betwesn
the various governing hodies. T regret that
the clause, which the member for Gascoyne
(Mr. Angelo) has read out about traffic in-
spectors. should be obligatory. I think it
ghould be made optional upon a board to
appoint a traffic inspeetor. It seema to be
burdening the local governing hbodies with
extra expense.

Hon, P. Collier: They would appoint the
town clerk of the municipality or the secre-
tarv of the road hoard. !

Mr. PICKERING : Then it should be
necessary that we should remunerate these
local governing bodies for the extra expendi-
ture involved.
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Hon. P. Collier: Not neecessarily !
Mr. PICKERING: The secretary: of the
road boards of my districts and the elerk of

the municipal ecouncil of my distriet both

have sufficient work to do for the money
they receive,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: They will not have
more work to do under this.

Mr. PICKERING: It must mean extra
work.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Not a bit.

Mr. PICKERING: I should like to see

some provision made for & notification of
the transfer of licenses.

Mr. Green: It is already in the schedule.

Mr. PICKERING: I bhave not seen it in
the Bill.
Mr. Smith: It is in Claunse 14.

Mr. PICKERING: I wigsh to give my
point of view whether it is in the Bill or
not, There are certain people uging motor
cars who reglster their cars in eertain dis-
tricts, but that is the end of any payment.
It is on]y right that when they move from
any particular distriet they should put a
plate and number of the town in which they
are residing on their motor cars.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Why should you ride on
guell o car?

Mr. PICKERING: T did not mention any
particular car. There is ancther clawse in
regard to which I muat take the side of the
driver of a locomotive or traction engine,
and that is that apparently he cannot recover
for any damage aceruing from a defective
bridge or culvert, or from a bad road over
which he may have to travel. If that is the
ease the road board should be compelled to
put & notice on such culverts, bridges or
roads, for the protection of those peopls who,
confident that they are not in any danger,
use them,

Hon, P. Collier: TFurther than that, the
board can recover from such drivers if they
destrey the property of the road board.

Mr. PICKERING: If that is so, the
drivers should have some warning given to
them of the danger that is confronting them,

The Minister for Works: Do you not know
they have to give notice of their intention to
travel through a district?

Mr, PICKERING: On the question ef con-
victions, the Bill says that the Commisgioner
of Police must be notified. I do not think
that is going to be sufficlent notification
unless the Commissioner of Police has seen
to it that all the boards are notified of any
such coovietions, so that they can be safe-
guarded. There is & particularly drastie
¢lavse in the Bill
can within twe miles pull up any carter
travelling on a road and compel him to go
back that distance and have his cart and load
weighed. This is a very serious thing. It
means that a carter can go out loaded and
be made to travel an extra distance of four
miles, which i3 a very big consideration for
men who have as long & dzsta.nee as 40 miles
to go.

It says that the inspeetor-
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The Minister for. Works: He should get
his cart weight. There is pleaty of oppor-
tunity for him to do 50,

Mr. PICKERING: It is not a question of
that, but it'ie a question of the load that has
to ba drawn, I join with the member for
North-East Fremantle (Hon. W, C. Angwin)
in objecting strongly to the clause dealing
with the regulations of companies. All such
regulations should be endorsed by the Gov-
ernment. If anyone should know how to
regulate its traffic in order to bring about a
suitable state of affairs it is the company
concerned. The Governor in Couneil might
not have sufficient business acumen and know-
ledge to appreciate the difficulties arising in
the control of such traffic. I very much ap-
preciate the proposal to license drivers of
motor-ears, I hope that not only will these
licenses be rigidly enforced, but that proper
control will be exercised over the drivers
themselves. I have often had my life placad
in Jeapa.rdy through the recklessness and in-
experience of motor-drivers, and I resent
being put to’ that personal inconvenience. I
cndorse the action of the Government in in-
trodueing such a provlsmn, and T hope they
will see that effect is given to it.

Mr, NAIRN (Swan) [5.25]: This is the
third time we have made an attempt to pro-
duce a workable Traffic Bill, aud I hope this
will be a successful one. At the same time
I would not like to sec it succeed as it stands
at present, I do not congider it is a just
Bill. T canrot see the justice of permitting
one local body to absorb a very much greater
share of the fees than the proportion it 1a
entitled to. We have that evidence befors
us in the city of Perth. Although I do not
Enow the exact figures, I venture to say that
an overwhelming proportion of vehicles regis-
tered in the City is not used in the City
streets. I represent a constituency which,
particularly on two days of the week, has
huondreds of motor-cars travelling through it. |
These contribute nothing to its revenue, and
generally take a good many liberties in out-
lying districts which the drivers would not
dream of taking in the City. A Traffic Bill
without an adjustment in that direction is
not equitable, and I desire to see it altered.
Tt is very doubtful whether those who have
their vehiclea registered in Perth are getting
fair value for the money 'which is being
charged for such registration. Very often
they are looked upon as birds to be plucked
by these loeal bodies. It is a mistake, and
we have no right to perpetuate such a ays-
tem ag this Bill would do. I wish to make
a remark in regard to the charges, Someone
has raised a protest against the wheel tax.
1t is & great mistake to hold the opinion that
because someone is running a vehicle, either
a sulky or a motor-car, it is a luxuty. I be-
lieve that -in this part of the world we are
less favoured than in almost any other part
of the habitable globe in the matter of meanns
of transporting ourselves over the State. In
other parts of the world a motor-car is
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looked wpon alinost as a necessity, and
cortainly not as a luxury.

Mr, Thomson: Tt is & necessity, especially
in the country. ) )

Mr, NAIRN: More especially is it a
necessity in the country. I have not in mind
the dweller in the city when I make this
reference, To regard these necessities as
luxuries is wrong, and out of touch with the
Bpirit of the times. We should encourage as
much as we can in ¢very direction the use
of advanced and up-to-date means of trans-
port, and -of giving persons an opportunity
for enjoyment, health and pleasure. This
Bill is not equitable .if it continues to dis-
courage sueh a thing. There are ome or two
other provigions which have been mentioned
in regard to local authorities. 1 am inelined
to believe that the argument which has been
advanced by the Automobile Club, whose
businesa it is to make a stndy of these af-
fairs, is a good one, namely, that the police
would better administer the Act than the
loeal anthorities. The danger T see of hav-
ing too many loeal authorities dealing with
the matter is that it is likely to lead to eon-
fusion. Unless we have some body controll-
ing and eclosely scrutinising the various reso-
lutions which are carried by the local bodies;
we are going to make the life of the motorist
an unhappy one indeed. I should like to ses
some over-riding control., We are told that
it is the Minister who will have that econ-
trol, We know it is impossgible for a Min-
jster to say where regulations will lead, even
though he may approve of them. I hope the
Bill will be amended in that direction.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The police can do
it. '
Mr, NAIRN: The police will do it very
much better than the loeal authorities, for,
after all, it is the business of the police.
It is very much more the business of the
police than of, say, the town clerk, who is
largely in his office. '

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Bill provides
that it shall be done by the police,

Mr, NAIRN: Only partially. I am
speaking, not 8o mneh of the administration,
as of the making of by-laws controlling
traffic. In many instances we must have a
local authority to d¢ it, because there are
ne police available. However, I want uni-
formity as nearly as possible throughout
the State, and I cannot sxpect that if we are
to depend cntirely on the Minister’s realisa-
tion of what the regulations mean, We have
had instances cited this afterncon, A dyclist
ig charged. 2s. 6d. per annum for his ordinary

push bike. That is a highly improper charge.
- Hon. P, Collier: That will come onit.

Mr. NAIEN: One might as well charge
o-license for'a sewing machine or' for a per-
ambulator. There are other absurd licenses,
all' of which have been approved by Minis-
ters. With some amendments such as I have
suggested, I think we can produce a satis-
faetory Bill. But I have no desire to see the

Bill passed in its present form. Weg have
" waited a long time for it and we do not
now want to be at the biddidg of any wmini-

-gshould he licensed.
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cipality. T hope when in Committee to6 help
put the Bill into a more equitable shape.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [5.33]: I
am eomewhat disappointed with the Bill. Tt
contains some very important ameudments
in respeet of traffie, but t¢ my mind it does
not go far emough, The Minister, referring
to .the Trafiic Bill introduced by the Labour
Administration, said that the proposal
in  that Bill ‘was to ecolleet £20,000
by way of licenses and for the Gov-
ernment to add another £20,000, mak-
ing £40,000 in* all, - which would re-
present a respectable sum for the main-
tenance of main roads. But I cannot find in
this Bill anything dealing with main roads,
to my mind an important factor which should
be considered without Ffurther delay. In my
electoraté the Kojonup Road Board has 80
miles of main roads to look after. During
the summer many hundreds of motor cars
rush over those roads, causing certain dam-
age in respect of which the board does not
receive one penny. Moreover, there are on
those main reads many bridges requiring
to be kept in good repair. I may be told
that any such provigion should come under
the Roads Act, but I think it should be
embodied in the Bill,

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no provision
in the Bill in regard to that.

Mr. THOMBON: No, but since the Min-
ister drew attention to the Traffic Bill in-
troduced by a previous Government, perhaps
I am in order in touching on this subject.

Mr. SPEAKER: Only if your purpese is
to illustrate.

Mr, THOMSON: That is my purpose. I
am very pleased with some of the provisioma.
It is essential that drivers of motor cars
I think thé local auth-
orities should have an opportunity to con-
gider the Bill, At the last road boards con-
ference which I attended it was unanimously
resolved to request the Government to rein-
troduce the Traffic Bill, and toe make it ap-
plicable to the State. Sufficient considera-
tion has not been given to the Traffic Bill,
The methods of travel have been revolution-
ised during the last few years, and people
who were previously content to travel 25 or
30 miles a day now think nothing of cover-
ing 150 miles in the same time, We have
not taken into consideration what is done in
Victoria, where they  have the Country
Roads Board Aet, and where they manage
to maintain their roads in really good order.
The same may be said of South Australia.
¥t is my intention to meove, when the second
reading shall have been carried, that the Bill
be referred to a seleet committee.

The Minister for Works: Can you not
get all that you want in Committee? ‘

Mr. THOMSON: If a select committee,
consisting of experienced men, were' ap-
pointed, and if that committee conferred
with the roads boards sssociation, with whieh
is affiliated . practically every roads board in
the  State—— : :
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Hon. P. Collier: JLou said, a moment ago,
that they asked for the reintroduction of
the Bill.

Mr. THOMSON: £ What they asked for
was the old Traffic Bill. This Bill is not the
same,

Hon. P. Collier; Except in regard to the
pooling of the fees, it is muech the same.

Mr. THOMBON: No, for it neglects the
quéstion of main roads. I hope the House
will agree to refer the Bill to a select com-
mittee.

Mr. ROCKE (South Fremantle) [5.40]:
The Bill provides a framework upon which
a good measure may be built, but it is very
necessary that certain amendments should be
effected to make the Bill ever jhst. It
scems hard that outside local authorities
should be put to the expense of maintaining
miles of roads which are destroyed by vehi-
cles from’ which the local authority receives
little or no return. I hope that justice will
be done to those loeal anthorities. The Bill
provides that a local authority shall issue a
vehicle license, but that the license for the
driver shall be issued by the police. T am
not able to see what qualification the police
have for issuing such licenges. 1 think the
proper authority to issue drivers’ licenses
is the Chief Inspector of Machinery, who
has to issue lieenses in respect of tractmn
and locomotive engines.

Hon. P. Collier: The persons r[—:sponmble
for controlling the drivers should issue the
license.

Mr. ROCKE: There may be something in
that, The police may know to whom they
are issuing a license, but how are they to
know that the driver is qua]iﬁed? Provision
is also made for traction engines and loco-
motives to work on farms, where they will
be exempt from the license fee,
is nothing to prevent those tractors or loco-
motives going from farm to farm. They may
not belong to the farmer; they may belong
to some machinery corporation, and there
i8 no provision to prevent them going along
the roads and damaging those roads withont
paying any licenge fee.

The Minister for Works: Yon are wrong.

Mr. ROCKE: No; I have been carefully
through the Bill. The Bill says they may
perform work on farms, but it does not say
they must not go from farm to farm. .

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

The Minister for Works: ' You have seen
the ascale of fees for those engines?

Mr., ROCKE: Yes.

The Minister for Works: Why should they
bae there if they were not to be imposedd

Mr., ROCKE: But a corporation could
have agricultural machinery working on a
farm under exemption from license fees,
and these tractors and engines could go
from farm to farm over the main roads
without pnying any fees. That will be the
position unless the Bill is amended, as I
hope it will be. The Bill also provides

But there’
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that an inspeetor may gra.. a license for a
vehicle, but that tne local aughority shall
issue the license. I think the order snould
be reversed, that the local authority should
grant the license and the inspector issue it.
The member for North-East I'remantle (Mr.
Angwin) referred to the tram service at Fre-
mantle. I hope this House will aot yield the
power which the Government ask for the
regulation of the Fremantle trams. The
Government c¢annot have the information
which the loeal authority will have as to the
best places to stop the cars. This Bill pre-
vides that the Governor-in-Council shall pro-
vide for the stopping places of tram ecars.
I hope an alteration will be made, and that
the right now given to local governing bodies
will be retained. I was not in the House
during the passage of the previous Traffie
Bill and I do not know anything of the
arguments for or against the contentious
clause dealing with the pooling of fees, but
there is something in this Bill which will
prove more contentious and result in more
litigation than the pooling of fees eould do.
T refer to the matter of extraordinary
traffie. .There i3 no definition of extraordin-
ary traffic. I have been through what an-
thorities I could find, and have been unable
to discover that any definition has been laid
down., I have found some very interesting
arguments in the. ‘‘Proceedings of the Tn-
corporated Agsociation of Munieipal and
County Engineers,”” which bear directly om
the subject matter of this Bill. It may help
the House to a better understanding of the
law regarding extraordinary traffic if I quote
from those proceedings. The memorandum
igsued with the Bill shows that Clause 5 is
taken from the Highways and Locomotives
Act of 1878. An interesting reference is
made to that Aet—

What is known as ‘‘the law as to extra-
ordinary traffic’’ dates from the passing
of the Highways and Locomotives Act,
1878, but the undue use of roads by ome
person to the prejudice of the ratepayers
appears to have been a grievance for sev-
eral centuries, The office of Highway Sur-
veyor appears to have been created in the
year 1555, and from that date there are
records of legal action dealing with the
nuisance of what may be termed ‘fextra-
ordinary traffic.’” In the reign of James I.
a proclamation was issued by the King
““to restraine the excessive carriages in
wagons and foure-wheeled cartes, to the
destruction of the highwayes.’’” In the
year 1635 Charles I made a proclamation
‘‘that no person do upon the common
highway go or travel with any wagon ecart
or carriage whereon is laid at once above
2,000 weight, nor to use above five horses,
or above four oxen and two horses, and
above six oxen without horses at any one
time’’; and the proclamation proceeds,
“and because such extraordinary carriages
have heretofore, by the -opinion of the
judges, been held to be general nuisances,
the King commanda all judges and justices
diligently to inquire after such offences.’’
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Mr. Jones: It reads like the ten com-

mandments,

Mr. Smith: What sort of roads did they
have in those days?

Mr. ROCKE: The faet remains that the
term ¢‘extraordinary traffic’’ hag not yet
been defined. If the Bill leaves this Cham-
ber without a definition, loeal governing
bodies will be subject to emdless litigation
which will be costly for somebody.

Mr, Johnston: Extraordinary traffic would
probably be air traffie.

Mr. ROCKE: We had a case in Fremantle.
The Cliff-street road, which carries all the
trafiic from the wharf, was constructed of
tar macadam. A ship arrived with a load
of kerosene. Al the lorries available were
put on to remove the keroseme from Fre-
mantle to South Fremantle. In less than
a week the road was abselutely ruined. When
the engineer viewed it, he was unable to say
who was responsible for the eondition of the
road, and the question arose as to whether
it was extraordinary traffic or ordinary traflic
condueted in an extraordinary manner. This
is a point which must be gettled and this
House should be the competent authority to
settle it. With the amendments whick have
been snggested, the Bill may be made useful;
it is certainly essential to the preservation
of human life. I shall support the second
readmg, reserving to myself the right to
movs in Committee a.mendments in the diree:
tion T have indicated.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [5.52]: T regard
this Bill as a machinery measure and there-
fore one for detailed consideration in Com-
mittee. I do mot intend to speak at leng:h
upon it. This is an attempt to congolidate
the five Acts dealing with traffic, go that citi-
zens of the State and these administering
the various Acts may know what they are
about. For some years, local -governing
bodies in the agrieultural districts have been
endeavouring to get wniform by-laws, Under
this Bill it is intended to bring in uniform
by-laws, whereby the various fees will he
adjusted and will apply to all districts alike.
The member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering)
said he thonght those who océupied land,
after having paid their rates to the loeal
authority, shonld be free from wheel tax. I
agree with him to a large extent because
farmers do not use their wheels over any-
thing like so great a period of the year as
others do. On ‘the average the farmer uses
his vehicles for six weeks a year, not more,
Contractors and others, who make their liv-
ing by carting, use the roads 52 weeks a year
and destroy them far more than the ocen-
piers of land. Of course, some of our farm-
ers take up contracting, buf there are by-laws
which aim at meeting such cases. The pre-
sent method of inspection is a bad one, be-
canse a road board secretary has not the
power to ascertain whether a driver is in
possesgion of his license or whether the fees
have been paid for the vehicle, though the
rogd board members have that power. If we
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appoint inspectors ag ountlined in the Bill, we
shall limit the number.

The MINISTER FPOR WOREKS (Hon. W.
J. George—Murray-Wellingion—in * reply)
[6.55]: I desire to thank members for the
way they have received this Bill, T am quite
satisfied that, when we reach the Committee
stage, wo shall be able to arrive at an agree-
ment upon many matters which require to be
altered. The leader of the Opposition spoke
of the omission of the debatable clanses re-
lating to the pooling of fees and the member
for North-East Fremantle (Mr. Angwin). ve-
ferred to this 23 an attempt on the part of
the Government to placate Perth. So far as
this Bill is concerned, I have had no com-
murication with the city of Perth.

Hon, P, Collier: You know their wighes,

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: It ias
about time we passed a measure for the
proper government of the roads, and if there -
wag a lion in the path, it was only wise to
avoid it. As I mentioned in my opening re-
marky, if members think differently, the
matter reets in their hands. The hon. mem-
ber spoke of the census we took. An officer
was stationed at each mlet on to the Perth.
Fremantle road with' power to deal with
every vehicle which came along and form his
own judgment as to the weight and place of
origin, and from the varied information so
ollained we collated figures showing the mile-
age uge of the road. From thege investiga-
tions we found out that of the total traffic
on that road, 45 per cent. had its origin in
Perth. The facts were noted very carofully
and the results were very satisfactory. When
I proceeded to deal with the municipal sub-
sidies on these percentages, the objection
taken by the Perth City Couneil was not so
much to tha percentage as that I should
take any portion of their subsidy for ths
upkeep of any roads outside Perth, Some
members have referred te the question of
main roads. T regret that in my opening
remarks, I omitted a few words in regard to
main roads. The Government are fully
aware that, at the earliest possible moment,
it would be wise to bring a Bill before Par-
liament to deal comprehensively with the
question of maim roads, We are quite sat-
isfied that, unless our main roads are put in
something Iike deeent order, a great deal of
traffic which otherwise would use them will
not be able to do so. T refer to the passage
of traffic regarded as tourist traffic, This is
regarded by the Government 23 a means of
settling the  Jand in different parts of the
State. If people go on health and joy rides
throngh any considerable portion of the
State, they are able to learn the value of
Western Anstralia, and settlement will in-
evitably follow snch travelling on the roads.
Although we have collated a considerable
amount of information regarding main roads,
we arc not yet im a position to put it for-
ward in the shape of a Bill, but T hope be-
fore the session ends, I aball "be able to bring
down n Bill for the consideration of the
Houge. Even'if it is not passed, it will have
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the effect of starting the ball rolling. The
member for North-East ¥Fremantle (Hon. W,
C. Angwin) demurred against the power to
make regulations, saying that the provisions
ought to be embodied in the measure, as the
power to make regulations was open to abuse.
I would agree with that contention if every-
thing could be foresecen. But the conditions
of traffie alter as time goes on. Vehicles
suited to traffic requirements of 25 years ago
are not fitted to cope with the requirements
of to-day. The greater proportion of our
. vehicles now are motor ears, and the traffic
regulations of 25 years ago dealt mainly
with buggies, carts, and wagons; it follows
that traffic regulations must vary from time
‘t¢ time. The member for North-East Fre-
mantle also referred to the cost to the State
of providing police to conirol traffic. That,
however, is a point which can be discussed
in Committee, and T shall be glad to have
the hon. member’s assistance on it. The
member for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) suggested
the establishment of a board or a committee
to deal with the matter of regulations. I
hardly think that course is unecessary, though
I do not dedire in any way to depreciate the
value .of sich a body. The Public Works
Department have officers who are accustomed
to deal with the matter of regulations, and
those officers are not only specially skilled,
but I may say even learned, in questions
appertaining to road boards and wmuniei-
palities. They examine thoroughly into every
by-law. They know the law and the various
distriets, .and they can see .at once whether
a road board is endeavouring to pass a by-
law which would have an incidence against
a neighbouring road board. Unless the
officers are satisfied that a by-law should
not be passed, they refer it to me, and I then
submit it to the House, The member for
-Sugsex (Mr. Pickering) in his customary lucid
manner gave ns his experience of working
under the existing roads legislation, and I
thank the hon. member for several sugges-
tions that he made. The member for Swan
(Mr. Nairn) almost alarmed me when he
stated that the Bill was not a just measure,
but my mind was set at rest when I grasped
that he was referring only' to the matter of
pooling of license fees. The member for
Eatanning (Mr. Thomgon) desires that the
measure shonld be referred to a select com-
mittee, but I hope the House will not agree
to that course.

Mr. Thomson: L thought you were in
favoor of a seleet committee.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: For the
Roads Bill, not for this Bill

Mr, Thomgon: The trouble is that this
Bill does not dea! with main roads.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It can-
not. 1 have said so already. As hon, mem-
bers know, this is the third tinie of asking
for the present Bill. Mxcept as regards a
few points which have been alluded to, the
measure before the House is practically
identical with & measure which has passed
hete twice. It would be a pity to lose time
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by referring the measure to a select com-
mittee,. The member for South TFremantle
(Mr. Rocke) carried me back beyond my
knowledge of English history, referring to
the times of James I. The hon. member
appears to be much concerned regarding
extraordinary traffic. I asgsure him that

. under this Bill any extraordinary traffic

that may oeeur in Western Australia can
be dealt with. In faet, the only extragrdi-
nary traffic there has been in this Sthte so
far is the sleeper-carting and the hauling
of tuart logs, and this has been done
chiafly over the roads of my electorate. I
have, therefore, taken great care to em-
body in the Bill a clanse adequately pro-
viding for that matter. I thank hon. mem-
hers for their reception of the measure, and
shall be still more grateful if they will help
me to get into Committee and put the Blll
through,
Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)

To refer to 8elect Commibtree.

Mr. THOMSON (Eatanning) [67]: I
move—

That the Bill be referred to a select

committee for report.

On the second reading I gave my reasons
for proposing this couree, With all due
respect to the Minister, and while acknow-
ledging that the Government have gone
thoroughly inte the question, I still ‘main-
tain that the one point which has not been
dealt with, but should be deait with, is the
upkeep of main roads; and I think it is
easential that we should have an opportu-
nity of learming the wviews of the bodies
concerned on this peint, Whilst I do not
digpute the Minister’s statement that we
can deal with the subject in Committce of
the whole, I feel satisfied that the report
of a select committee whick had heard
evidence from municipalities and road
boards would be of material benefis,

Mr, ROCKE‘ {South Fremantle) [6.8]:
second the motion, and entirely agree w;th
the mover’s remarks. Although there may
be mueh good in the Bill, yet its reference
to a select committee, whlch eould obtain
evidence from the representnt.ives of muni-
cipalities and road boards and from resi-
dents of outlying districts, wonld afford the
Houge the opportunity of framing a more
adequate and therefore even a better
measure than the Bill in its present form,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hou. W.
J. George—Murray- -Wellington) ([6.9]: I
must again ask the House to oppose the
reference of the Bill to a select committee.
If this were the first introduction of the
Bill, T would offer no opposition to such a
motion as that of the member for Katan-

- ning, But, aseeing that the Bill has been
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fully debated here twice, and that it bhas
been twice sent forward to the other Cham-
ber, T think the Houge is fully able to deal
with the measure in Committee of the
-whole, Going to a select committee means
the loss of a cerfain amount of time, and
also involves a certain amount of expense;
and I am not able to see that any special
good can be expected from sueh a course.
Aga regards the question of main roada being
dealt with uader this Bill, T can assure the
member for Katanning that any such at-
tempt would remove all possibility of pass-
ing the measure. For one thing, neither I,
ag Minister for Works, nor my department,
would be prepared to deal with so
important a question at the present time,
The intention is to make main roads the
subject of a scparate Bill gltogether. Such
a matter eannot be dealt wiih by a few
members meeting in a room. Hon. mem-
bers know how far the life of the present
Parliament has advanced, and they can see
for themsélves that if the Bill does not go
thruugh this #ession, a very necessary piece
of machinery for the wse of road boards
will not be passed promptly, and may be
delayed for yeara. .

Mr. PICEERING (Sussex) [6.11]: 1
support the motion hecause I consider this
Bill should contain provision for the pool-
ing gystem. If the Bili goes into Commit-
tee straight away, we shall not have an
opportunity of adequately dealing with that
gquestion, The measure has been  before
members for ouly a few days. We have no
concern with what measures may have come
before previous Parliaments. I owe a duty
to my electorate as regards the pooling prin-
ciple, and [ consider that the House should
have an opportunity to frame a clause deal-
ing adequately with that phase of the ques-
tion.

Question pnt, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayces .. - .. 9
Noes .. .. .2 28
Majority against .. 17
AYESA,
Mr. Duft Mr. Rocke
Mr. Durack Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Hudsen Mr. Thomson
My. Johnston Mr. Griffiths
Mr. Plckering (T'eller.)
Noes,
Mr. Angelo Mr. Green
Mr. Angwin Mr, Harrison
Mr. Chesson . Mr. Jones
Mr. Collier Mr. Maley
Mr. Davies Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Draper Mr. Mullany
Mr. Foley Mr. Munsie
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Nairn
Mr. George Mr. O'Loghlen

" tera.
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Mr. Ptlkington i Mr, Willcock
Mr. Scaddan Mr. Willmott
Mr. Smith Mr. Wilson
Mr. Walker Mr. Hardwick
{Telier.)

Queation thus negatived.
Sitting suspended from 6.18 to 7.80 p.m,

In Committee.

Mr. Btubbs in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill,

Clauses 1 to 5—agreed to.

Clause 6—Passenger vehicle, and carriers’
licenses:

Mr. SMITH: Will the Minister make it
clear whether drivers of licensed  vehicles
must pay, in addition to the license fee, the
ordinary wheel tax? If so, it will be a
severe handicap on those who are earming

" their living in this way.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: The
clause reads—‘‘A passenger vehicle license
is required for every vehicle used for the
carriage of passengers for hire.”” The ob-
jeet of having a license for the driver is
that he may drive any' vehiele for which he
bas. .2 license, and I do not think it is 'a
wrong thing to chdrge o man a small fee
like 5s. a wheel.

Mr. SMITH: With vegard to Subclause
2, dealing with ecarriers’ licenses, is there
any intention of placing a restriction on the
issue of these licenses? Arve drivers who
are to be placed in charge of vehicles to he
tested? We linow that many drivers of ve-
hicles are not experienced.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: While I
agree that a number of people drive
vehicles whoe would be better for having
their skill and nerve tested, I do not guite
see how any such proposal would operate,
If they are to drive vehicles I think that
fact in itself will be a guarantee,

Mr. Underwood: D¢ you drive a vehicle or
a horset

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tt is the
usual way of talking in regard to these mat-
It is hardly likely that & person would
be put in charge of a horse and vehicle
nnless that person had some knowledge and
experience.

Mr. MALEY: Will every farmer who en-
gages in contract carting have to procurc a
license? If so, they will be put to con-
giderable inconvenience and a certain
amount of irritation will be caused.

The Minister for Works: Why should they
not take out » license?

Mr, THOMSON: I am satisfied that the
Committee will regret now that my motion
for referring the Bill to 2 select committee
was not carried. I move—

That progresa be reported.

Motion put and a dw:lsmn taken with the

following reésult:—

Ayes o .. .. .. 14
Noes . .. v o2
Majority against .. o7
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AYES,
Mr. Angelo Mr. Pickering
Mr. Dult Mr. Pletize R
Mr. Durack Mr. Pilkington
Mr, Harrigon Mr. Rocke
Mr. Hudson Mr. Thomson
Mr. Johnston Mr, Underwood
Mr. Maley : Mr. Mullany
(Telter.)
) Noes.
Mr. Angwin Mr, Mitchell
Mr. Brown Mr. Muuosie
Mr. Chesson Mr. Nairn
Mr. Colller Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Draper - Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Foley Mr. Smith
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Willcock
Mr. George Mr. Willmott
Mr. Green Mr. Wilson
Mr. Jones Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Lambert (Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. JOHINSTON: The question raised by
the member for Greenough is an importam
ong, The difficnlties of the position out-
back will be realised when there is taken
into consideration the case of a new settler
arriving at a siding and employing a
friendly farmer to take his goods out to
his new home, This farmer would not be
ahle to perform that service without a
license.

Mr. PICKERING: In the case of eart-
ing cream the matter i3 one of adjustment
between the farmers, as a rule. BSome
amendment should be made to provide that
farmers and- others so situated are pro-
tected apgainst the imposition of a license
of this Kind.

Mr. THOMSON: I am surprised at the
Committee exhibiting this unseemily haste.

Hon., P. Collier: The hon. member must
not reflect on the deeision of the Committee,

Mr. THOMSON: T maintain therse has
been tmseemly haste. Sunbclause 2 was only
framed for the metropolitan area and was
not intended for the country districts at all.
A little more eonsideration should be given
to the country areas. It is already a diffi-
cult enough matter to secure cartage there,
but under this Bill a man must take out a
license before carting anything for anybody
under a penalty of £20. The Minister did
not go into this particular question when he
made his second reading speech, and I ap-
peal to the Committee to allow more time
to be given %o it. To rnsh through an im-
portant measure like this does not refleet
eredit on either the Government or the Com-
mittee.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The farmer is
only asked to contribute an additional £1 per
annum in the eourse of earrying on his busi-
ness. Why should not a man who has a
carting business in the country pay for
carrying it on there as well as in the tewn¢
People frequently go from the towns into
the country in order to cart wheat during
the season and they should pay this license
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fee, This clause has already heen approved
of twice by Parliament. _

Mr. Thomson: When was the Bill first
brought in¥

Hon, W. ¢. ANGWIN: There wae a Bill
introduced in 1913. If a carrier hag to be
licensed for one place, it is only fair that
he should be licensed for ancther. Only one
license is required.

Mr, MALEY: I move an amendment—

That in dine 1 of Subelause 2, after the
word ‘‘vehicle,’’ the word ‘f‘regularly”’
he inserted.

The MINISTER F'OR WORKS: I cannot
see the force of the amendment. If an in-
dividual, who has te pay so muech a Year,
after earting for himself carts for hire, he
will be making more use of the roads than
he would otherwise do.

Mr, Maley : I want to see this word im-
serted as a safeguard for those people who
only do this kind of work intermittently.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The Minister says
that 2 man who does carting for other people
after doing it for himself makes more use
of the roads. I wouwld point out that the
big farmer, being able to use his own teams
for his own carting, would have to pay no
license fee, hut that the small man would
have to. take out a license fee if he desired
te earn any money himgelf by carting. This
is undoubtedly a tax on the little man, and
I think the améndment is warranted.

Amendment put and a division taken with

the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. .. 18
Noes c. .. . ... 18
A tie . - .. 0
AYES.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Maley
Mr. Duft Mr. Mullany
Mr. Durack Mr. Pickering
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Pilkington
Mr. Grifiths Mr. Rotke
Mr. Harrison Mr. Thomson
Mr. Hudson ~ Mr. Underwood
Mr. Jolnston Mr, O'Loghlen
: {Teller.)
[+
NoEs,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Mitchetll
Mr. Brown Mr. Munsie
Mr. Collier Mr. MNairn
Mr. Draper Mr. Pilkington
Mr. Foley Mr. Seaddan
Mr. Gearge Mr, Smith
Mr. Green Mr. Willmott
Mr. Lambert Mr. Hardwick
(Teller.)

The CHAIRMAN: T give ‘iny casting
vote in favour of the ayes.
Amendment’ thus passed;

the clanse as
amended agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.
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BILL—S3TATE CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMENT,

Recommittal.

On motion by the Minister for Mines, Bill
recommitted for the purpose of further con-
sidering Clauses 4, 17, and 24,

Mr. Stubbs in the Cha.lr, the Miniater for
Miney in charge of the Bill.

Clause 4—Special magistrates may visit
institutions:

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
an amendment—

That after ‘‘magistrate’’ in line 1 the
words ‘‘or any wmember of the Children’s
Court =2uthorised in that behalf by the
(Governor’’ be insérted.

Mr. ROCKE: Are we to understand that
if a member of the Children’s Court desired
to vigit an ingtitution, it would be necessary
for him to have the permission of the Gov-
ernor-in-Council, or will any member of the
Children’s Court have the entreef

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, the
Governor-in-Council would be autheorised by
the amendment to appeint one or more mem-
bers of the Children’s Court to have the
same right as a special magistrate to wvisit
the institution. No ofther members would
have the right.

Amendment put and passed.

Clause 17—Begging or performing or

work connected with racecourses by children
under 16 forbidden:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This
clavse deals with the employment of children
for different purposes. It was suggested
that if paragraph (¢) remained as in the
Bill, it would prevent the employment of
children in any case whatever. My atten-
tion was drawn to the fact that in other
States special provision is made for the
granting of exemptions. 1 move an amend-
ment—

I move

That at the beginning of paragraph (e}

the words ‘‘exeept with the license in

writing of the Minister, and subject to

auch restrictions and conditions as may be

therein expressed’’ be ingerted.

Amendment put and passed. -

Clause 24—Parent or guardian punishable
for misconduct or neglect leading to delin-
quency of child:

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
an amendment-—
That after ‘‘neglect’’ in line 2 of Sub-
clause 1 of the new Clause 118a the words
““or by any wrongful or immoral act or
omisgion encouraged or’’ be inserted.
Tn somec cases it has been found difficult to
obtain a conviction, owing to the fact that.
althongh there has been wrongful or im-
moral eonduet on the part of those in charge
of the children, there has been notling pro-
seribing suel wrongful or immoral conduet.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have no objection to
the amendment, but it will open up a big

I move
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question later in the elause, as it will give
power to prosecut¢ the paremts or gnardians
of a child who is found guilty of being a
neglected child. I do not know how the
court will procure evidence of parents hav-
ing contributed to or suffered a child to be-
come neglected.  Some children beeome
neglected notwithstanding the best efforts of
their parents to prevent them from drifting
in the wromg direction. I should imagine
that the ecourt would require strong evidence
of the gemeral daily life of the household
before it would be able to say whether the
parents had eontributed to or suffered the
child to become neglected. However, parents
or guardians might be dragged before the
court when they were in ne way responsible,
It might be argued that the parents in such
cages would not be convicted, but they would
be subjected to a great mc‘hgmty by being
so charged. I do not know where the line
can be drawn between those parenta who
ought to be dealt with in this way and those
who are not to blame. The amendment will
confer considerable power on fhe eourt.

The MINISTER FOR MINESB: The
definition of ‘‘neglected child’’ iz given in
the interpretation clause. It is mot & ques-
tion of a child being: allowed to go bare-
footed. The definition refers to a ehild who
habitually begs or réceives alms, or fre-
quents a public place for the purpose of so
doing, ete. If a parent suffers a child to
do this the parent is guilty of an offence.

Mr, Pilkington: Only if a pareat suffers it
by wilful misconduct or wilful neglect,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is so.
If a child is wilfully suffered to do such
things the parent is guilty and should pay
the penalty, becanse the parent in that case
i3 more gunilty than the child.

Amendment put and passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Bill again reported with further amend-
ments.

BILL—CROWN SUITS ACT AMEND-
MENT.

In Committee.

Resumed from 28th August. Mr, Stubbs
in the Chair; the Attorney General in charge
af the Bill

The CHATRMAN: Progress was-reported
on Clause 2.

Clause put and passed.

Title agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported without amendment and the
veport adopted,
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BILL—JUSTICES ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
from the 28th August of the debate on the
second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee:

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Attorney
General in charge of the Biil.

Clanges 1, 2, 3—agreed to.

Clange 4——Subst1tntmn of new section for
Section 29:

Mr. FOLEY: The amendment stlpg]ate
that there must be two justices on the benech
to deal with any indictable or simple offence.
In remote portions of the State, it is often
difficult to obtain two justices and there are
some c¢ases which might well be dealt with
by one justicee. Do the Government intend
to provide police magistrates to a greater
extent than at present? It is asking too
mueh of justices to require two to sit on
every cuse.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am not
prepared to give an undertaking to appoint
more poliee magistrates, at present. Section
32 of the Act provides that one justice may
hear a complaint when there is not another
justice residing within 10 miles. Sometimes
it is diffieult to get two justices. Under
ordinary circumstances, two justices can be
obtained and it is desirable that they shall
sit.

Mr. Munsie: What is the position if the
two justices disagreet?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
would have to be a re-hearing,

Mr. FOLEY: I would be satisfied with the
Aftorney General’s reply if he assured me
that Seetion 32 of the Aet would operate,
notwithstanding this amendmnent.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The posi-
tion is that if there were two justices and
they -disagreed the opinion of the senior
would prevail.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 5—Amendment of Section 33:

My, PICKERING: What is the idea of
extending the powers of police magistrates
to every portion of the State?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: A person
who is appointed to such a position gener-
ally possesses the qualifications that render
him an aequisition as regards the giving of
decisions’ in any portion of the State. He
is, therefore, being given power to ad judi:
cate in any part of Western Australia in
which he may happen to be.

Clause put and passed.

» Clauses 6, 7—agreed to.

Clauge 8—Tnsertion of new see.tion after
Section 94:

Mr. MUNSIE: 1 should like the Attorney
General to esplain this clause. It appears .
te give too much power to any sergeant of
police. If a justice grants.bail to an in-
dividual ‘a sergeant can apply for a re-

'There,
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hearing with the objec. oI having that bail
revoked.

The ATTORNEY G—ENERAL Occasions
arise where after bail has been given cir-
cumatances are brought to the noticeé of the
police which render it advisable that the
bail should be revoked. This power will uot
be worked to the hardship of anycme and
will be lightly used.

Mr. MUNSIE: I am not satisfied w1th
that explanation. Tf the police have any
ohjection to an individual being let out on
bail, they should state it before the bench
while the case is being heard.

The Minister for Mines: They might get
the information later.

Mr. MUNSIE: If after the bench had re-
fused bail and the defendant had fresh evi-
dence to bring forward later, would he have
an opportunity of re-applying for baild

The Minister for Mines: Who told you he
eould not apply for bail?

Mr. MUNSIE: T know he could apply he-
fore a judge of the Supreme Court, but 1
do not think he could apply once the bench
had revoked bail at the instance of the
police. This places too much power in the
hands of the police,

.Mr. PICKERING: In my opinion, too, it
should not be placed in the power of any
police officer to have bail refused, If that
i3 not the intention of the clause, them it is
badly worded.

Mr. MUNSIE: The court is supposed to
have heard the whole of the facts of the

. case before committing a man to trial.

The Minister for Mines: Not all the facts,
but sufficient. : )

Mr. MUNSIE: If that were not the case
how could the court commit .a man for
trialt If the bench decides that a man
ahould be granted bml, T am not prepared
to give to a constable the right to get an-
other justice of the peace, who may agree
with him, to revoke that hail.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There may

‘be cases in which, if the police had known

all the facts at the time, they would have
opposed theé granting of bail.

Hon. P. Collier: Is there any .machinery
to enable the bhench to revoke its decision?
" The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do mot
know that there is, in this. particular mat-
ter,

Mr. MUNSIE: There is more in the ¢lanse
than, meets the eye. If it is right that the
defendant has to appeal to a judge of the
Supreme Court, it should be eqgnally right
for a police officer, who considers that he
has sufficient grounds, owing to a misear-
riage of justice, for desiring that the bail
shonld be revoked, nlso to apply to a judge
of the Supreme Court. Buot I am not satis-
‘fied to have the constable again simply ap-
peal to o magistrate.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Suppose a
policeman in charge of a distant country
station, say Broome, has reason to helieve
that an aceused, person on bail is about to
abgcond. Then, if the police constable haas
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to obtain an order from a Supreme Court
judge, the provision is useless.

Mr. Munsie: It would be equally useless
to the unfortunate charged.

The ATTORNEY GENEEAL: The man
charged could telegraph to a solieitor in
<Pertk to obtain him bail. The object of the
provision is to prevent persons arrested and
then released on bail from escaping the con-
sequences of the commission of offences.
Hon. members must give justices, and also
members of the police force, some credit for
desiring to act impartially.

Mr. Munsie: Quite so, but I object to the
policeman having two chances to the other
man’s one. .

Clause put and negatived.

Clauses 9 to 20—agreed to.

Clause 21—Insertion of new sections in
Part VIIL: ]

Mr. PICEERING: We have not had time
to econsider this measure, and i is going
through at extreme speed. I move—

That progress he reported.
Motion put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clauges 22 to 285—agreed to.
Behedule, Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendmenta,

BILL—WHEAT MARKETING,
Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon., J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [8.56] in moving the second reading
said: This iz a very simple and easily un-
dergtood measure. (On three occasions in this

* Chamber we have discussed wheat-marketing
measures, and on tha present occasion T ask
the House to extend the existing legislation
for one year, so as to cover the 1919-1920
gseagon. I also ask the House to approve of
a further acquiring ageney agreement with
the Westralian Farmers Ltd.  This agree
ment bas been aceepted by the company, but
of course it will not become effective uatil it
has been approved by Parliament. Hon.
members know that the average eharge last
vear was 1%d. The terms and conditions of
the agreement are exactly the same as last
vear, and the advisory committee recom-
mend the Westralian Farmers Ltd. as
agents again. Hon. members will re-
collect that we discusged this question of
ageney at considerable length in connection
with previons Bills. Power is algo asked to
the Minister to advance for the purchase
of cornsacks. This . pewer was ob-
tained when a similar wmeasure was before
Parliament last segsion, Hon, members
are, of course, awage that the guar-
antee for the coming harvest is 4s. 4d. per
bushel. I would like to give a few figures
in connection with the handling of the
wheat of this State; I daresay hon. mem-
bers will be glad to know them. The whole
of the 1915-16 wheat has been dealt with,
Of the 1916-17 barvest, 375,200 bushels re-

fi7]
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main on hand. T am sorry to say that that

wheat is not in good condition. How-
ever, thera ave only 373,000 bushels,
gome affected Dby weevil and some

damaged by weather, The wheat here
is very much better than the wheat in
some of the Eastern States, Generally, the
position here is very satisfactory indeed,
thanks to the management first of Mr! Sib-
bald, and now of Mr. Keys. Of tho 1917-18
erop, 1,912,466 bushels remain on hand, and
of the 1918-19 crop 6,462,800 bushels. The
amount paid per. bushel against the wheat
for the 1915-16 erop is 4s. 4%4d. less
freight from sidings to nearest port; for
the 1916-17 crop, 3s. 3d. at sidings; the

‘same amount for the 1017-18 crop; and for

the 1918-19 crop 4s. 4d. less freight from
sidings to nearest port. I wish to point out
to the House that there has been paid against
the 1916-17 and 1917-18 crops very much
less than against the 1915-18 and 1918-19
erops.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: 'Moat of it is sold,

though, That is the worst of it.

The PREMIER: But it has been sold on
aeccount of the Australian Wheat Pool, and
although our shipments have been heavier in
proportion fo our production as against the
rest of the States, the advantage to us is that
we have not to take eare of the wheat.

Mr. Munsie: But this State shares the losa
consequent on the bad condifion of the wheat
in the Eastern States. .

The PREMIER: I ‘aun much obliged to
the hon. member for his interjection. Tt is
not so. Pach pool is responsible for the
proper care of its wheat. The hon. member
will recollect that the New South Wales
wheat, which was of inferior quality, had to
be sold at a considerabls discount, and that
a set-off was made to the pool.

Hon, P. Collier: It is alleged that a great
quantity was stolen there, too,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: A good deal of this
has been sold and delivered below 5a. 6d.

The PREMIER: I think I may claim that
the care of the wheat in this State has been
exceptionally good. We have had very .
small losses. * '

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If more care had
b{aen taken we would not have had any at
all. "

The PREMIER: That may be, but I
think proper care has been exercised. If
the same care had been exercised through-
out Australia, it would have been very
mueh better for all concerned. The opera-
tions of the Wheat Pool in this Btate dur-
ing the pagt four years have resulted in
something like 10 million pounds worth
being delivered to the Pool. That is to say,
10 million pounds sterling will have heen
distributed when the halance owing to the
farmers is paid to them. That is a very
fine sum—2Y% millions per annum for an
industry which 10 years age did not exist
except in a small way, In addition to this
result, it is hoped that the present harvest
will yield something approaching 1%
million bushels. -
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is too early to
estimate it,

The PREMIER: Yes, but it is hoped that
that will be the result.
again lave a fine cheque to distribute
amongst the farmers of Western Australia,
I have told the House -that the guarantee
against next season’s erop is 4s, 4d. de-
livered at the sidings. That is about 4s. to
the farmer. .

Hon. P, Collier: Is the Pool going to be
continued ¢ )

The PREMIER: I do not know how long
it will be continued. I am asking for
power now to continve it for anothér year.
If it is to.be continued beyond the 1920
erop, Parliament will be consulted.

Hon. P. Collier; Has the Commonwealth
Parliament decided about the eoming crapf

The PREMIER: The guarantee ‘against
the coming crop is 4s. 4&. at the siding, the
same as last year.

Hon. P. Collier:
guarantees.

The PREMIER: The State guarantees
33. and takes half the risk. The Common-
wealth takey the other half beyond the 3s.
per bushel

Hon, 'P. Collier: The Commonwealth are
continuing the PPool for next harvestf

The PREMIER: Yes. I do not know
when the Pool system is to stop.

Hon. P. Collier: A South Australian peti-
tion, with 10,000 signatures, asked that it
-should be discontinued.

he PREMIER: No one knows just nmow
whether 1920 will see the end of the Fool.
I suppose ‘that sp soon as we have free buy-
ing ‘again, and'so soon as shipping is avail-
able, farmers will no doubt desire to go
bagk to the old system. In the meantime,
lack of shipping niakes it imperative that
. the ‘Aet should be continued for another
year, and that is all T am asking the House
to agree to to-night. I do not think I need
say anything more in connection with the
matter. I shall be very glad to supply any
information members may desire to have.
What T ask now is that the conditions of
last year be made the conditions for the
coming year.

Hon, W, . Angwin: You are-not reduc-
ing the price.

The PREMIER: No, I am agking for the
game conditions as applied to last year ’s
erop. I am asking that the same provision
be made for an agreement with the Wes-
tralian Farmers, Ltd.

Hon, P. Collier:
make last year?

The PREMIER: I have not the slightest
idea.

Hon. P. Collier: It ig all right;
in the pockets of the people.

The PREMIER: I refer the hon. member
to the leader of the Country party for in-
formation on that point.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We pay a farthing
moro here than in South Australia.

That is what the State

What profit did they

it is all

If it is we shall

- number of sidings in small quantities.

- jeats.
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The PREMIER : I dare say the condi-
tions here are not the same as in South
Anpsgtralia.

Hon. W. €. Angwin:
here.

The PREMIER: I am not sure that the
conditions are the same. This is a more
gcattored country, with plenty of sidings.
Our wheat is grown over an area 500 miles
by 100 miles and naturally it is a more
expensive matter to receive wheat at a
All
I can say is, if we pay a farthing a bushel
more the result here lias beenr better than in
the other States.

Hon. W. €. Angwin:
South Australia,

Gardiner: We do not want a repeti-
tlon of the South Australian Wheat Pool
here. It was the .most seandalous thing
linown, next to New South Wales.

The PREMIER: The mewmber for North-
Bast Fremantle, as chairman of the Wheat
Commission, is familizr <with these sub-
He was very thorough in everything
he did on- that Commission and nething
eseaped him. I ask the House to agree to

They are better

You cannot beat

" the measure, and move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Mr. Harrison, debate ad-
journed,

BILL—PERTH MINT ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Mesaage.

"Messagoe from the Governor received and
read recommending the Bill,

BILL—TRADING CONCERNS,
Second Reading,
Debate resumed from 28th August,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (North -East Fte-
mant]e) [9.10]: The Minister in" introduneing
the Rill pointed out that it was only a very
small one, the object being to increase the
number of undertakings under the
Trading Concerns Act. He, however,
gave mo reaspn whatever why the under-
takings mentioned in the achedule or
the Bill shonld be brought under the Trad-
ing Concerns Aect, except that they could
be properly capitalised, and interest, sink-
ing fund e+ and depreciation provided for,
and thai the country would then know ex-
actly what the position was go far as these
enterprises were concerned. Is it not strange
that for many years we have been running
in Perth, Government Refrigerating Works,

and that a few years age the possibility of

doing away with these works altogether was
considered, because it was thought that they
were not up to requirements; that they were
not a paying proposition, and that a good
deal of the machinery was worn outf Tt
was considered then that better equipped
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works were necessary for Perth. Now the
Government come along and ask that these
works, which have been condomned, be
brought under the Trading Concerns Act. I
would like to know ,what the reason is. Im
my opinion it is none other than to show that
the various trading concerns which were es-
tablished by the Labour Governmont when
thoy were in office are not turuning ont sat-
isfactorily. T do not know anything about
the Busselton butter factory ag it iz at
the present time, although I did some few
years ago. It has lately been reorganised
and a new plant has been ingtalled, but the
capitalisation of the old plant is to be
brought under the Trading Congerns Aet-in
an c¢xactly similar ‘manuer ag was done in
the cage of the Gwalia hotel. That institu-
tion paid for ifself out of the profits which
it made, and yet it was brought under the
Prading Concerns Act at its foll capital coégt.
That is what is being done in regard to the
old Busselion factory. Then again, we have
the Govermment markets in Perth, markets
whiech have been condemned; and on which
the overnment are losing mouney. TUnder
the present eonditions these will never be-
come a profitable undertaking. These mar-
kets, too, are to be brought under the Trad-
ing Concerns Aet. There must be some
reagon’ why the Governwent are anxious to
do this. Ho far as the Metropolitan Abat-
toirs and Saleyards are concerned, I do not
know exactly under what conditions they are
being Tun, or whether they are a paying
proposition 6r not. But I do want fo say
that it is very atrange that if a payable pro-
position has a2d@ed anything to the Comsoli-
dated Revenue of the State, that is the con-
cern that the Government arc desirous of
salling. :

Mr. O’Loghlen: It will be a erime if they
do it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They are not go-
ing to do it easily. But where they have un-
dertakings which are continually making a
loss, nndertakings started by a Liberal Gov-
ernment many years ago, the plant and
buildings being almost worn out, with no
possibility of making the propositions pay,
they wish to bring them under the Trading
Concerns Aet. I have a certain amount of
sympathy with the Government. Sinee they

have been trying for so long to stop the’

deficit, I can understand their attempt to
bring nnder the Trading Concerns Aet any
undertaking showing a loss; beeause by so
doing they will serve to reduce their deficit.
They ought to do the same with the rail-
waya.

The Premier: Are they trading concerns?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: 'They are business
undertakings. They are like the cattle denl.
When it looked like a profit it was a business
undertaking, but when it showed a loss it was
a trading coneern.

The Premier: That was the way in your
time,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Long before the
loss was made, the member for Pilbarra pre-
dicted that loss, I have never heard from

, trading eoncern in the; State,
private employers suffered through the war,
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the Minister ony reason why these losing
business undertakings which have been con-
demned should be brought under the Trading
Concerns Aet.  Each of these undertakings
has shown a comsiderable loss. It appears
to be the Minister’s oune idea to try, as far
as possible, to transfer to the Trading Con-
cerug Aet business undertakings showing a
loss.

The Minister for Works: What is the dif-
ference between & business undertaking and
a trading concern?

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: I do not know,
The Minister himself invented the distine-
tion, The aonly difference I can see is that
the revenue and expenditure of the trad-
ing concerns are not taken into counsidera-
tion in relation to Consolidated Revenne,
The Minister, when introducing the Trading
Coucerns Bill, embodied in that measure
every concern supported by the Labour Ad-
ministration. He anticipated that there
would be a continual loss. He did not then
realise that the only bright spot in the
finanees were the trading coneerns.

The Premier: Due to the war.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They would have
showed a wuch better veturn but -for the
war. The war affected practically every
Nearly all

and the State trading concerns have suf-
fered similarly. Nevertheless, last year the
trading coneerns eontributed handsomely to
Consolidated Revenue. The Minister never
anticipated that when he intreduced the
Trading Coneerns Bill. Now he proposes to
bring under the Act five other concerns
which he knows will never pay.

The: Premier: Tt does not make any dif-
ference to revenue,

Hon. P. Collier: But it makes a difference
in the argument against trading concerns,

Hon. W.. ¢. ANGWIN: It will make a
difference to the balance in respect of re-
venue.

The Premier: Not a hit.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: They are not taken
into‘ consideration in respact of Consoli-
dated Revenue except when they show a pro-
fit. If there is a loss, it is mentioned only
in condemnation of the Labour party.

The Minister for Works: We arve not seek-
ing to injure the Labour party at all.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Because you -have
no chance of doing so. Btill, it has a ten-
dency to put the trading conecerns in a
worse light than they should be. The Bill
affords opportunity for disecussing some of
the coneerns already in existence. We rea-
lise that the State sawmills have shown
several thougsand pounds profit this year, and
that because they are a payable proposition
and afford a goed check on private charges
the Minister intends to get rid of them.

The Minister for Worls: The House has
to decide that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We have one of
the most up-to-date brickworks in the State.
I do not wish to anticipate, but I am in-
structed by the mumicipal council in my
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electorate to organise a deputation to the
Minister, requesting that he shall inerease
the oufput from those works., The whole
of the building trade is practically -humg up
for want of bricks. Yet there was very littie
output from the State brickworks last year,
I remember that on one oceasion those works
turned out in one month 635,000 brieks.
We have been told that bricks would never
be made at 25s. per thousand. A deputa-
tion whieh waited on the Premier, the Min-
ister for Works being present, declared that
it could not be done. Yet those bricks were
made, with al! standing charges——

The Minister for Works: At 32s. 1014d.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Interest and sink-
ing fund, depreciation amd fu]l standing
charges were put np, and the cost of the
bricks ran out at something less than 3Zs.

The Minister for Works: Tt was 32s
10%44d:

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That included
everything. There was an amount of 9a.
or 10s. per thousand for standing charges.

Mr. SPEAEER: Which of the trading
concerns is the hon. member discusaing$

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Those mentioned
in the Title of the Bill

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member will be
in order in discussing those contained in the
schedule.
tha schedule.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: T was merely try-
ing to point out the difficulties we are
placed in owing to the megleet to work the
State trading concerns to their maXimum
output. Never before: have we had such a
demand for inereased output. . Never have
the people been so anxious that the Govern-
ment should make the best use of the trad-
ing coneerns. I want the Miunister to in-
crease their number, but T say lot us have
payable propositions, The State brickworks,
for instance, if properly operated, would
show a considerable profit. Instead of that
wa are to have brought under the Aect un-
dertakings that show a loss, But for the
war the Government markets, Perth, would
no longer have been in existenee. I'n view of
the disgraceful condition of those markets,
could anybody be expected to open a stall in
them? Or could any person be expected to
go there, seeing that none can say how long

it will be before the markets are removed-

to make room for railway buildings? Of
courge nobody would take such a risk.

The Minister for Works: You do not ob-
jeet to our trying to make the best of the
proposition{

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: But these con-
cerns have been condemned, notwithstanding
which their ecapitalisation will be charged
up under Trading Concerns Act. They re-
present a total loss, and once they have been
brought nnder the Trading Concerns Aet,
their evil reputation will be spread broad-
cast nmong the people, not only ‘of this
State, but of the Fastérn States and even
of London. Owing to the action of a mem-
ber of the present Government, I, when
Minister for- Works, deemed it my duty to

‘the State,

The Bill deals only with those in”
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serd an audited balance sheet to Melbourne,
by way of refuting statements made in re-
garil to’ the sawniills. 1 hope Parliament
will nob agree to these® business nndertal-
ings scheduled in the Bill being transferred
to trading eoncerns. I do hot object to the
new Busselton butter factory being included
but T do objeet to the old factory, in which
the mackinery is worr out, being charged
up with the fuil capital expenditure. Tt
is nnfair and unjust, and not in the interests
of the trading coneerns that the 0ld factory
ghonld be embodied in the Bill,

Mr. PICEERING (Sussex) [8.31]: I
support the Government in so far as the
Busselton butter factory is concerned, he-
cangze the Labour party, when they converted
that factory into a State factory, conferred
a great benefit on the dairying indvstry of
From the establishment of the
factory as a State trading conecern, the
dairying industry has progressed continu-
ously, and to the success demonstrated by
that factory might be attributed the mamy
co-operative ventures which have Teen
started in this State. I regret that I have
not the figures applying to the Busselton
butter factory, but I can assure the membur
for North-East Fremantle (Mr., Angwin}
that the improvement in the dairying in-
dustry in the Busselton distriet has Dbeen
most marked ever since this became a State
concern. At the time the then Minister, Mr,
W. L. Johnson, converted it into a State con-
cern there were only 7 comtributors to the
factory, and to-day, I believe, there are over
400, and some of them as far distant as
Wa.roona Recently the Government made an
offer’ to get this factory converted into a co-
operative concern and the figures placed be-
fore the contributors showed that the fae-
tory was on a very satisfactory footing.
Although it is not paying to-day, it is within
a very small sum of doing so. The peaple
of the district, desirous of seeing this carried
te fruition, realise that the State conferred
a boon on the district by establishing the
factory, and do not desire that the control
be disturbed. They even went so far as fo
pass a resolution to that effect. 'The time
is not opportune for any change in the con-
trol of this factory. We have been confronted
with heavy expenses in the way of elearing
and, prior to taking over the factory, we had
the difficulty of getting the true value of the
produce purchased by the’ factory.’ "The con-
gequence was that the dairying industry be-
gan to go down rapidly. In view of these
facts and my convietion that the producers
are getting a fair.deal from the Government
management of this faetory, T'hope the Gov-
ernment will not unduly handicap wa by
putting the additional value of an obsolete
and derelict factory, which the present fae-
tory has replaced, against the capital charge,
ag that would affect us geriously, I hope
the view of the member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Mr. Angwin) will not be borne out
in fs.et The debt should not go back be-
yvond'the initiation of the new factory.
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The Minister for Works: This is simply
to get the thing into a proper form so that
we shall Jmow where we are.

Mr. PICKERING: I am prepared to sup-
port the Bill with that objeet. '

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [9.34]: I
regret that apparently this comparatively
small, yet important Bill does not excite the
same degree of interest as did the question
of a five shilling license fee for farmers’
wagons, judging by the attendance of mem-
bers, particularly those who occupy the cross
benches. It is also to be regretfed that the
Minister in charge of the Bill did not give
some tangible reasons for the motives which
actuated the Government jin bringing it for-
ward. T not only listened carefully to the
speech of the Minister in introducing the Bill,

but have since read the report in ‘*Hansard,’””

and I have failed to find one word of ex-
planation or justification or any reason what-
ever why the Government seek to hring these
particular concerns under the Trading Con-
cerns Act.

The Premier:
révenue,

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, but it is to that
gection of the commumity who live polici-
cally and have for years lived politically by
denouncing State trading concerns. It is of
considerable advantage to those who make it
a theme of their eloquence whenever they get
np to diseuss publie questions. It is of
great interest to them to be able to point to
the results of the State trading concerns to
show they have made a finaneial loss on their
operations. )

The Premier: They are State trading com-
cerng whether they are under the Act or not.

Hon. P. COLLIER: At the present time
they are deseribed as business undertakings
and as such they do not come under that
great volume of criticism or attack levelled
against State trading concerns in recent
years.

The Premier: You are not serious..

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am. The Minjster
gave no reasons whatever. Apparently the
object of the Bill is to placate a number of
private traders in this State.

The Premier: It iz not. -

Hon., P. COLLIEFR: The Minister  for
Works said many of the private traders ob-
jected to the way these coneerns were being
conducted and, for that reason the Govern-
ment were hringing them under the Aect so
that these private traders would be in a
position to judge the financial results of the
operations of these coneerns,

The Minister for Works: Have not they,
as taxpayers, the right to know the finan-
cial results?

Hon. P. COLLIER: They are not the
only taxpayers i the Btate. Because they
congtitute themselves the Chamber of Com-
merce and foregather in a back room in
Perth and put themselves up ds kings of
commeree and finance, and explode on every
possible oceagion with regard to State trad-
ing concerns; because they Lave an objee-

It is of no advantage to

44

tion and apparently have the ear of the
Minister, he comes down with this Bill to
placate them. )

The Minister for Works:
friends of mine.

Mr. Underwood: They thought they were,

Hon. P. COLLIER: They have always
regarded the Minister as their friend. Is
not the Minister for Works the one siromg
man of the Government who, through thick
and thin, through all the storm and stress
of publie agitation against State trading con-
cerns in recent years, stood out and said—
41 gtill am oppoged to State trading con-
cerns.’”’

Mr, Underwood:, Yes.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T heard several of
his present colleagues on the platform, with-
in recent months, men who had bean just
as prominent as he in the past in denounc-
ing Staté trading concerns, express the view
that they had been converted. Seeing all hig
eolleagues have deserted him in that respect
and have now come over to the view of the
Labour party, and have embraced the prin-
eiples and poliey which for years they de-
nounced in this House and out of it, is it
any wonder that these private traders have
sclected the Minister for' Works as the one
man they would go to in, order to unburden

They are mno

‘their minds of their troublesf

The Minister for Works:
would hang me. .

Hen. P. COLLIER: However, they bave
secured their wishes. I should like the Min-
ister to tell the Hovse—and the House and
the country are entitled to know—what is
the guiding principle, the deciding factor
with the Government as ‘to which of these
concerns ghall be brought under this mea-
sure. Why are the five, mentioned in the
Bill, gselected and the many others that ‘are
classed as business undertakings allowed . to
remain outside the scope of the Bill?

The Premier: ¥ou can add to this list.

The Minister for Works: Which ones do
you wish to addt

Mr. Munsie: What about adding a super-
phosphate works?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Surely there is an
obligation on the Government to explain their
gystem in this matter. Why have the Gow-
ernment sclected those concerns?

The Premier: What do you want added$

Hon. P. COLLIER: The whole lot.

The Premier: What are they?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The whole of those
elasgified under the heading of business un-
dertakings. There is nof one argument that
can be advanced for the inclusion of these
five concerns under this measure that can-
not, with equal logie and consistency, be ad-
vanced for the inclusion of all the others
now classified as business undertakings.

The Premier: What are they?

Hon, P, COLLIER: We have to-day, un-
der State trading coneerns, the ferries. What
argoment can he uged to justify the in-
clusion of State ferries under the provisions
of this measure that ecannot with equal force
and consistency be applied to the Govern-

Some of them
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ment tramways? Why are not the tramways
included? They are a public utility just as
are the State ferries. What is the argu-
ment, what is the deciding factor, what is
the guiding principle that actuates Ministers
when they deeide to include one and exclude
the others

The Premier:
cerns, .

Hon. P. COLLIER: The ferries are not
competitive trading concerns: But that ar-
gument does not apply because there are
many others. '

Competitive trading con-

Mr. Muongie: What about Wyndham
Freczing Workat What are they eompeting
against? ‘

*Mr. Underwood: All the world. What
abont the Moola Bulla Station? :

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, the Moola

Buila station is not onder the State trading
concerns, and ¥et the shipment of catile
from the North-West is, mo doubt, because
it was a losing propoesition. The Govern-
ment lost something like £30,000 in one year
on cattle.

Mr. Muansie:
taking.

Hon, P. COLLIER: What is the arga-
ment justifying the bringing of a shipment
of cdttle from the North~West under thiz
measure and not the Moola Bulla stationf
Will the Minister please explainf

The Premier: It ia easily explained,
Moola Bulla is a native station.

Hon. P. COLLIER: How does that affect
the prineiple?

The Premier:
the natives,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Would the natives
be looked after any less well if that atation
were brought under this measure? How
wonld they be affected? Whether the sta-
tion is under the heading of business under-
takings or State *rading concerns, it is eon-
trolled and administered by the Government,
and does the Premier snggest that the Gov-
ernment, in administering the Moold Bulla
gtation under the State Trading Concerns
Aet, would be less mindful of the interests
of the natives than if it were classified un-
der business undertakings?

The Premier: It is a totally different
proposition. :

Hon. P. COLLIER:
ferent -

The Premier: Of course it ia.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There is no differ-
enee whatever.

The Premier:
bought$

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is a trading con-
cern. The station is raising stock, and is in
competition with other stock raisers on the
meat market. The stock is brought down and
placed on the market in competition with
other men in the business.

Mr, Foley: And is showing a good profit,

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes, and that is one
of the main reasons why it is not proposed
to bring it under this measure. I have no
hegitation in saying it.appears to me that

It was a business under-

It is intended to loock afier

Wherein is it dif-

Why was the station
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-the main underlying principle, which has a

tuated the Government in bringing these co
cerns under the measure, is to include tho
not of a profitable character for the pu
pose of diserediting, in the public mind, tI
prineciple of State trading. We know th
the man in the street, and the leading tro

_crs, the men of commerce and industry :

the State, who in recent years have put then
selves up as crities of the pringiple of Sta
tradling, have jndged these concerns abs
lutely from the one point of view, namel
as to whether they have proved to he

financial suecess as regards profit and los
It a big Government undertaking has show
a finaneial loss on the year’s operations the
say that no further argument is needed)
ghow the fallacy of the whole principle. 1
judge a State trading concern from th:
point alone is unfair, and the judgment ¢
ne value. When we judge of the value of
State trading concern we have to take imd
consideration mot only the financial aspe
of the business, as to whether it is showin
a profit or a loss, but have to take into a
count the service it is rendering to the pul
lie, That is a point entirely lost sight ¢
by eritics. It may be that the State tradin
concerns, which it is proposed to bring w
der the Bill,: have shown a financial loss fc
the year, but it may also be that they hay
rendered and are rendering to the public

much greater service than would be rendere
by similar concerns controlled by private er
terprise. There are many concerns on th
list. The tramways are showing a handsom
profit annually of from £10,000 to £12,60(
There is no suggestion of bringing them ur
der the classification of a Biate tradin
concern,

The Premier: What ahout the railways

Hon. P. COLLIER: The railways woul
show a bigger loss then, hecaunse they woul
be debited with sinking fund and deprecis
tion, which at present is not charged agains
them,

Mr. Duff: What -about State hotelat

Hon. P. COLLIER: They are not mex
tionied here. The tourist department is .
concern which i3 not brought. under th
Act. Tt is classified as = business under
taking. )

kThe Minister for Works: Add it if yo
like.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Ta that the way th
Minister has drawn np his Bill? Apparent]
he holds no opinion om the matter. Doo
this represent his attitudet

The Minister for Works: No,

Hon., P. COLLIER: Apparently it does
Everyone of those concerns to which T hav
referred as being brought vnder the tern
‘‘business undertaking’’ the Minister say
we' can include if we like. The Governmen
=hould have some definite idea as to wha
should be or should not be included in th
measure. Their present attitude is conclu
sive pioof of the fact that they have m
definite guiding principle in the matter.

The Minister for Works: We have.
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Hon. F. JOLLIER: As soon as I men-
tion any concerns which ought to he included
in the Bill, he says, ‘‘Include them if you
like.’’. Is thig the haphazard way they have
arrived at their opn:uon in regard to thesd
Proposals?

The Minister for Works. No.

Hon., P, COLLIER: The Minister failed
to give the House any reason why these con-
cerns should be bronght under the provisions
of the Aet any more than those I have al-
ready indicated. He merely suggested that
tliere were certain traders in the city de-
sirong of knowing how these concerns were
being condueted. For their information. he
brings down this Bill to include them. I
shall oppose with all my strength the ineln-
gion of any more of these undertakings under
the State Trading Concerns Act until the
Government have defined their real position.

The Premier: They all ought to be put
in,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Then why have they
not been included in the Bill?

The Premier: They are included.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They are not here.
The Bill provides only for adding to the
list of concerns now under the Act, the
Government refrigerating works, the Gov-
ernment markets, the Busselton butter fae-
tory, the metropelitan abattoirs and sale-
yards, and the Kalgoorlie abattoira.

The Premier: All paying propogitions.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They are not paying
propositions, The Premier now says they
ought all to be put in. If that is the policy
of the Government, why are they not in-
- ¢luded in the Bill¥ This shows that they
have piven no econgideration to the prinei-
ples iavolved.

Mr. Underwood: They 'mst threw it on.

Hon. P. CQLLIER: Thatis quite evident.
The Minister for Works says that we can
bring in many other eoncerns, and the Pre-
mier says that we can bring them all in, and
yet we find no provision for doing so. Evi-
dently -the Bill has not been brought to the
House as a result of any matured palicy or
definite conviction on the part of the Gov-
ernment. This is my justification for the
assertion that the motive underlying their
action is to get under the Trading Concerns
At all those business undertakings that are
of an unprofitable nature. -

The Minister for Works: You did not es-
tablish these.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It does not mat-
ter who established them. During all the
yoars the "Minister has been here these con-
cerng have been going on and have'mot been
looked upon as State trading concerns. They
have never been in the minds of thase op-
posed to State trading concerns. I object
to legislation being intreduced to strengthen
or bolster up thé opposition in the country
to the operation of these concerns.

The Minister for Worlks: That is not the
object.

Hon., P. COLLIER: Let us adjourn the
debate until the Government have fully con-
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sidered the matter, and have prepared an
amendment to place under the Act the Rail-
ways and Tramways and the other serviees
as well as those that are at present being
excluded.

The ' Premier:
the liat}

Hon, P, COLLIER: I do not propose to do
that, or to allew Ministers to toboggan the
Bill through either. I hope the Minister
will be as ¢onsiderate to us in reporting pro-
gress 43 he was to our friends on the crosas
benches when a tax of 5s. per wheel, affect-
ing a few farmers’ wagons, was broughh
forward earlier in the day., The time of the
House ought not to be taken up in the cou-
sideration of this Bill. There iz more im-
portant legislation to deal with. Our time
should not be engaged in the.consideration
of legislation which has for its object
merely the gratifieation of a few trading
critics in ‘the eity of Perth,

The Premier: That is not the object.

Hon, P. COLLTER: The Minister for
‘Works expressed that opinion when moving

Are you tobogganing down

‘the second reading. It may be that many of

the concerns which the Government feel
called upon to dispose of, in accordance with
their professed policy, but which they do
not wish to dispose of, will be brought
under the provisions of this BIll, so that
they ean throw the responsibility on the
House afterwards of getting rid of them.
The Minister for Works atated earlier that
the Government were negotiating for the
sale of the State sawmills, & doncern which
hag shown a proﬁt after a.]]owwg all the
charges that this Bin lays down must be
charged against them —-—

Mr. Munsie: Which are wvery unfair.
_Hon. P. COLLIER: Such as interest and
dépreeiation every year since it has been in
operation, At the same time there-is no
suggestion of disposing of that State trad-
ing concern whieh has shown a loss every
rvear since it has been in existence. - I refer
particularly, to the State Implement Works.
The Government have had instructions from
the ¢roes benches not Lo dupose of that un-

. dertaking, but the cross benches do not care

what the Government may do with the other
trading concerns, 'There is no consistency
on the part of the Government in the matter,
Members whe now comprise the Ministry
have for years dencunced the policy of State
trading concerns; but to-day many of them
are supporting them.

Mr. SPEAKER: This Bill does not affect
the principle of 8tate trading concerns. Tt
only aims at bringing cerfain trading under-
takings under the State Trading Concerns
Act. The hon. member cannot discuss now
the whole principle of State trading con-
cerns, '

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have no desire to
contest your ruling in the matter. -The prin-
ciple of State trading concerns is, however,
somewhat involved. I intend to oppose the
second reading of the Bill and to oppose: it
at every stage. I am in opposition to any
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proposal of the Gevernment to bring under
the operation of the Act any additional con-
cerns until they give some substantial rea-
son for so doing. There has been no guiding
principle in the drafting of this Bill. Will
the Minister give the House the reasons
which actuated him in selecting these parti-
cular eoncerns and in omitting thoge whieh
are liow classified as business undertakings?
Unless he can give some good reason for the
in¢lusion of those provided for and the ex-
clugion of others, he has no right to ask for
the support of the House. In my opinion we
might well leave tie State trading eoncerns
where they are. We do not want any addi-
tion to them unless it is some genuine con-
corn such as——

The Premier; A butter factory.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know why
the Busselton butter factory should be in-
cluded,

The Premier: It is a buyer and a seller.

Hon. P. COLLIER: S0 are other concerns.

Hon. "W. C. Angwin: So are the bacon
factories.

Hon, P. COLLIER: They are not included.
A year or two ago we read in the paper that
a butter or & hacon factory was being es-
tablished every week in our rural areas..

The Premier: Kalgeorlie and Boulder?

Hon, P. COLLIER: No, although we can
supply requirements from Xalgoorlie to
keap the bacon factories going better than
can the agrieultural portion of the State.
But there are other butter and bacon fae-
tories included in the term ¢‘business under-
takings.”” Why have they not been in-
cluded in this Bill as well as the Busselton
butter factory? Why has Buaselton been
selected¥ Just as the Buisselton factory has

_emerged* from its initial difficulties and
reached the paying stage, the Government
want to drag it in. There are many other
undertakings which might be included as
well, and I hope the Government will not
persevere with this Bill. For my part, I in-
tend {o oppose the measure, because the
Minister has given no reason for it whatever
beyond saying, when presenting the Bill te
the Honse in a casual way, that a few trad-
ing friends of his in the Ciiy desired him
to do so. For that reagon he hag brought
down the Bill to occupy the time of this
House. :

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [10.2]: I +was
rather surprised on reading this Bill, and
T was still more surprised when I heard the
Premier interject this evening that the Bill
dealg only with those trading concerns which
are non-competitive. Many of the business
undertakings of the Government are abso-
lutely as competitive as those enumerated in
the Bill. The very first one mentioned, the
Government refrigerating works in Perth,
competes with other businesses of the same
kind, Private enterprise will have something
to say or that seore. Further, there are mar-
kets now competing with the Government
markets in Perth. Then, as regards the Bus-
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" selton butter factory, there are other compet-

ing butter {actories. Next let me agl, what
is going to he done about the AI.F. fac-
tory? A lot of Governmeni money has been
spent on that jam or pickle factory, and up
to the present there is very little chance of
getting much of that money back. On the
lings of the Government’s argument, I eon-
tend there should be ineluded in thiz Bill
every buginess in which any of the money
of this State has been invested.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member would
bo in erder in moving an addition to that
cffect during the Committee atage.

Mr. FOLEY: I am mentioning this on the
second reading by way of suggestion. I am
enpaged in drawing a comparison between
businesses that are on the list and others
that are not on the list. I am pointing out
that there are other businesses whieh might
better have found a place on the list. We
have heard a great deal about the Busselton
butter factory. No doubt it is, as the mem-
ber for Bussex (Mr. Pickering) claims, a
very sound institution. It is empty, and
‘‘empty vessels make the greatest sound,’’
The member for the distriet in which the
factory iy sitwated, or I may say the mem-
bter for that factory, now wants to tell the
House that it is a payable proposition.

Mr. SPEAKER: T do not think the merits
and demerits of the Busselton butter fae-
tory are under discussion, but simply whether
that factory shall be subject to the State
Trading Coneerns Act, 1916,

Mr, FOLEY: I am arguing that the fae-
tory should not ecome under that Aet, If
I am not allowed to discuss that

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
in order in discussing whether the concerns
named in the schedule are paying or non-
paying, The question is whether they should
be inclnded within the scope of the State
Trading Concerns Act, 1916,

Mr. FOLEY: I am of opinion that the
Biusselton butter faetory should not be im-
cluded in the schedule to this Bill. I con-
*cnd that the money which the Government
have put into that factory represents all
the capital that has gone into the undertak-

"ing. The member for Bussex now says that

he does not wish the Government to interfere
‘n any way with the management of the
factory, but to allow those in control to
carry on in their own sweet way. If that is
to be allowed, the State should not take over
the responsibility. The responsibility should
‘all on those who earry on the factory,

Mr. Pickering: That is the posifien, too.

Mr. FOLEY: The position is that the Gov-
ernment have supplied all the capital, and
that now the proprietors of the factory do
not want to pay on the eapitalisation, bat
want to get all the debits wiped off. They
are practieally selling the Minister for Works
a pup, and he is taking the pup into his arms.
I do not know what he is going to do with
it, but I think he ought to drown it. When
the Bills gets into Commibttes, I will help
the leader of the Opposition to get this par-
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ticular pup drowned. Let us know, when the
Estimates are brought down, exactly what
these concorns are costing, and then, if they
are paying, we can help them. But if they
are not paying, we ought not,to take them
over on that ground, allowing the sharehol-
ders to manage them and pat themselves on
the back if eventnally a success is made. I
strongly obje¢t to these businesses being car-
ried on’ by imeans of Government money
while the State has no opportunity of ‘recov-
ering the funds so invested.

On motion by Mr, Munsie,
journed.

debate ad-

Houge adjourned at 10.9 pm,

Legislative Council,

Wednesday, $rd September, 1919.
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The-FPRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30,
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—WHEAT LOADING AT
FREMANTLE.

Hon, A, H. PANTON agked ths Minister
for Education: 1, Is he aware that the boats
$#4CJ8."" and the ‘‘Almora’’ were delayed
in Fremantle owing to insufiicient wheat be-
ing available to load? 2, In the interests of
the Fremantle port, will the Minister take
steps to prevent such delay in the futuret

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1 and 2, There was no undue delay in
supplying wheat for the ‘‘C.J.8.77 and ‘Al
mora.’’ The wheat was supplied in accord-
ance with the terms of the charter parties
which governed the loading of the vessels.

QUESTION—ALIENS AT EKALGOORLIT.

Hon. A, H. PANTON asked the Minister
for Education: 1, Are the Government aware
that large numbers of aliens have left Kal-
goorlie under advice by the police? 2, In
the interest of peace, will the Government
take steps to prevent these ahens invading
other industrial centres?
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, The Government are aware that a
number of aliens have left Kalgoorlie. 2,
The Government are not aware that these
aliens are invading other industrial cemtres
and are informed that a namber are arrang-
ing to leave the State.

QUESTION—SOLDIERR’ SENTENCES,
REMISSIONS.

Hon, A. H, PANTON asked the Miniater
for Education: 1, How many returned sol-

‘diers "'were undergoing sentence in the State

for other than military offences on Peace
Dazy (19th July)$ 2, Were any of the sen-
tences remitted? 3, T¢ g9, how many, and
to what extent?

The MINISTER I'OR EDUCATION re-

‘plied: 1, It is not recorded whether prison-

ers (other than those convieted of military
offences) are returned soldiers or nof. 2 and
8, Al prisoners were granted a remission of
sentence on the declaration of Peace in a¢-
cordance with the following seale:—-Sen-
tences of 3 months and under, 14 days; for
each subsequent period of 3 months, 14 days.
Limit of remission, 6 months.

BILL—MENTAL TREATMENT ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Legislative Assembly, |

' M
BILL--HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Recommittal,

Order of the Day read for the third read-
ing. .
Hon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) 4.37: I move—

That the Bill be recommitted for the
purpose of further comsidering Clause 2.
When I saw that the second reading was
fixed for yesterday’s sitting I did not think
there whs any chanece of -the Bill going
through Committee on the same day, and
when the matter was before the House last
night T was unavoidably absent, I crave the
indulgence of the House to that extent. The
Bill is a controversial one, and while I am
not malking any complaint against the leader
of the Fouse—indeed ' he can make ome
againgt me—TI thought the ordinary proced-
nre would be for the Committes stage to
be taken at another sitting of the House.
With regard to Clause 2, T would like to be
permitted to put one or two matters before
hon. membérs. That is why I ask that the

BEill be recommitted.

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION
{Hon. H. P. Colehstech—East) [4.38]: I have
no objection to tke Bill being recommitted,
but T wounld like to assure the hon. mémber
that the usnal procedura was followed. If
the hon. member had intimated to me that



