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suggestion that the powers conferred by that
section have been abused. I would like now
to place before hon. members a letter re-
cently received by the Comissioner of Pub-
lic Health sbowing the view that is taken of
WVestern Australian legislation in other
parts of th e world. During the last couple
of years we have had requests from many
countries for copies of our legislation
and reports as to how it has worked. The
President of the Chicago Medical Society
wrote to the Commissioner of Public Health
on the 15th April of this year as follows:-

1. received a few days ago a copy of
your annual report for 1917, for which I
am writing to Thank you...J have read with
much interest your commrents upon your
Western Australian Venereal Act. I have
been greatly interested in that legislation
since it first came to my knowledge. I
became acquainted with it upon looking up
the literature of legislation in -regard to
the venereal diseases a few years ago, and

-I gave an editorial to it in the Journal of
thle American Medical Association, in
which I2 wrote a series of editorials
en activities throughout the wvorld
in regard to the control of Ven-
ereal diseases. At that time I ex-
pressed the -feeling that it would probably
be a long time before any American Com-
monwealth would have the enlightenment
to adopt such legislation. Much to my
surprise, however, within a year I was able,
at the invitation of the Health Commis-
sioner of Chicago, to suggest your Western
Australian Act, with slight modifications,
f or Chicago, and practically without a
dissenting vote, it was adopted. This was
the first time of its adoption, I believe, in
the United States. Since that time it has
been adopted in a modified form by the
Stats of Illinois, and has become well
known us the Western Australian Act. It
seems to me to be far and away the. most
intelligent application -of law to the Ven-
ereal problem that we have had, and I am
glad to have this opportunity to con-
gratulate its author.

The remaining clauses of the Bill provide for
the reprinting of the principal Act; and its
amendments. It also corrects a typographi-
cal error in Section 188 of the,. principal Act.

Imove--
That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. A. J. IT. SAW (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [8.20]:- As one' who was responsible
in some mieasure for helping to shape the
Health Act as it was originally drafted, and
having had the privilege of reading the com-
mnents of the Commissioner of Public Health
On its Working during the years it has been
in force, I desire to support the second read-
ing of the Bill now before the House. Dur-
ing the time I was in the Eastern States I2
had the pleasure of speaking to those in
authority there in connection with health
matters. Our Act has been copied, to a cer-
tain extent, in the Eastern States and Ihave
no hesitation in saying that we have far and

away the best Act that has yet been intro-
duced in Australia in connection with this
sub ject. I quite recognise that the provi-
slone that were inserted originally in the
Bill as it was drafted-a portion of which
was drafted, I believe, through. my influence
-have prdved that further powers should be
given to the Commissioner, so that the mea-
sure may work smoothly. I am adt wedded
entirely to my own ideas, 'but I hope to he
able to take advantage of the experience
which has been gained in the working of the
Act. The Act has not yet had a fair chance.
Owing to the absence of medical men, all
that might have been done in connection
with the working of the Act has not been
done. Now that things are becoming settled,
and with the advent of more medical men
here, and probably with additional help for
the Health Department, we will be able to
do something towards curbing venereal dis-
ease in Western Australia.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second tiime.

. In Comnmittee, ate.
Bill passed through Committee -without de-

bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 8.56 p.m.

Tuesday, fad September, 1919.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair ait 4.30
p.m., and read prnyers.

QUESTION-MA.MED SOLDIERS, RAMl
AN)) T:RAM PASSES.

Mr. 0 'LOOCRIJLEN asked'the Premier: 1,
Is it a fact that the "New South Wales Gov-
emiuent have granted a free railway and
tramway pass for life to one-legged soldiers?
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2, Is it the intention of his Government to
grant a similar concession to one-legged and
blind soldie rs?

The PREMIER replied: I have not been
able to get the information, and I think it
would be as well to discharge the -question
front the Notice Paper.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: No, I cannot agree to
it being discharged. It is remarkable that
you cannot get the information, I shall get
it for you.

QUESTION -SPRING CARTS, GOVERN-
MENT CONTRACT.

Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Have the Government let a* eoo*
tract for the construction of a number of
spring carts 'required for soldier settlers?
2, What is the amount of the lowest tender
received? 3, The name of the firmn and the
contract price of the work?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied: 1,
Yes. 2, £E28 1.0s. each for 10 carts. 3, iBol-
ton & Sons, £23 10s. each spring cart.

QUESTION - FERTILISER AND FEED-
ING STUFFES ACT, AMENDMENTi.
Mr. PICKERING asked the Honorary

Minister: Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to introduce this session a Bill to
amend the Fertiliser and FeigSuf
Act of 1905?1hdngSuf

The HONORARY MINISTER, r-eplied:
The matter is under consideration.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Mr. Jfardwick, leave of ab-

sence for two weeks8 granted to Mr. Very-
ard (Leedervi~e) on the ground of ill-
health.

On motion by Mr. 0 'Loghlen, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks granted to Mr. Holinan
(Murchison) on the ground of urgent pri-
vate business.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT-STATE
SAWM1ILLS.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. George - Murray-Wellington) [4.38];
With the permission of the House, I would
like to make a statement. Hon. members
will have noticed in both the "Daily News"
of Saturday last and the ''West Australian''
of yesterday, a paragraph referring to the
visit of two gentlemen from France, who are
reported to have been on the look out for
timber propositions. These gentlemen,
Messrs. Ghyselincak and Dutillen], represent-
ing the Pi-anco-Australien Syndicate of
Paris, have been in correspondence with the
Industries Department -and with me for some
months. Their visit has brought about sev-
eral conference;, at which an understanding
has been arrived in regard to the State saw-
mills, which they propose to acquire. Sub-

ject to the fnl~ilment of certain conditions,
to deal with which these gentlemen 'have
left Western Australia en route. for France,
matters are ar'ranged betwcen the pitrties.
Provision has been made to fully protect the
rights of Parliament to npprove or veto the
proposed sale~ and, as soon as the purchasers
have completed the - conditions referred to,
the Government will. bring the question of
sale before both Houses of Parliament for
decision.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen:, You are depriving the
country of a splendid revenue producer.

BILL-GENERAL LOAN AND IN-
S&.CRIBED STOCK ACT AMENDMENT.

.Read a third timne and transmitted to the
Legislative Council.

BILL-TRAFFIC,

Second Beading.

Debate resumed from 28th August.

Hon.- P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.43]:
This is the third attempt which has been
made to pass into law a Traffic Bill. On
each of the former occasions when the Bill
was before Parliament, its main principles
were very thoroughly and exhaustively de-
bated and, whilst both Bills seebired the
endorsement of a majority of the members
of this House, they failed to secure the
support of another place. This Butl
follows closely the main provisions
of the two Bills to which I have
referred and, in that regard, there is
very little need to debate its mnain princeiples.
It is very desirable that we should have em-'
braced in one iLn ensure, as this Bill now pro-
vides, all the Acts, of which there are sev-
eral, dialing witb the control of traffic
throughout the State. In that respect I be-
lieve the Bill will be welcomed, particularly
by the representatives of many local govern-
ing bodies. The main point upon which this
Bill differs from its predecessors is that it
does not contain the debatable clause which
led to the defeat of former Bills; that is,
the provision providing for the pooling of
licensing fees in the metropolitan area and
for their payment to the local governing
bodies on a basis proportionate to the length
of road under the control of each of those
bodies. The Minister, I understand, claims
that this provisionhas been emphatically re-
jected by the Council on two occasiohe, the
defeat of the measure being involved, and
that therefore he does net feel justified in
further delaying the passage of such a Bill
as we have now before us, which iertainly
is in ninny respects desirable, simply for the
purpose of retaining the poolingt principle. 1.
do not know whether it is desirable that that
principle should be eliminated. I do know
that when the queston. of pooling of licens-
ing fees was discussed at a representative
conference of the local governing bodies
concerned-that is, the municipalities and
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road's 'boards embraced within the metropoli-
tan area-a resolution endorsing this pooling
principle was carried by a very large ma-
jovity; I think, 15 to 4. The minority, of
course, consisted of two representatives of
Perth and two representatives of Fremnantle.
All the other representatives supported the
principle. Perhaps it is not to be wondered
at that both Perth and Fremuantle objected
to the pooling principle while all the other
local governing bodies concerned endorsed
it. Certainly, however, there is much to be
said for the policy of pooling the whole of
the lice'nsing ices collected within the metro-
politan area and distributing them on what
nmay 1)0 considered an equitable basis. We
know perfectly well that the great bulk of
the licensing fees will under this Bill be
obtained in Perth and Fremantle, whilst the
vehicles licensed may be mainly plying over
the roads embraced by the territory of other
local governing bodies. I think the 'Minis-
ter, in introducing the Bill, said that about
45 per cent. of the licenses were taken out
in Perth and about 23 per cent. in Fre-
mantle. I do not know how the Minister
obtained that information. He told the
House that a census had been taken, hut
did not state for what period.

The Minister for Works: Fourteen dlays.
Hfon. P. -COLLIER: It is questionable

whether that comparatively brief period
would yield a reliable result. However, if
those figures are reliable, they mean that the
greater proportion of the fees collected would
be paid to Perth and Fremantle. If that is
so, it is somewhat difficnlt to understand
the opposition of those two centres to the
pooling provision.

The Minister for 'Works: They want
the money.

Hon. P. COLLIE: They would get the
great bulk of the money under the' pooling
policy if the great majority of the licenses
are issued within their boundaries.

The Minister for 'Works: That is not so.
1. shall explain that matter fully when re-
plying.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I gathered from the
Minister that he himself is not opposed to
the pooling principle. He intimated that if
the House was pleased to insert it, he would
offer no objection. However, seeing that
it will be practically impossible to secure the
consent of another place to that principle,
it may he wise that we should pass the Bill
as introduced and so obtain the benefit of
the various, improvements for which it does
provide. Uinder this Bill1 if. it passes, 'we
shall have uniform control of traffic through-
out the State, instead of, as at present,
various local governing bodies passing dif-
ferent by-laws dealing with the sanme sub-
ject. One of the best provisions of the Bill,
to my mind, is that enabling the Government
to provide for the licensing of drivers of
motor cars. 'I do *not know why that has not
been done up to date, but I1 suppose the rea.-
son is that the local governing bodies have
not the uecessary power. Certainly, the
power has been too long delayed. Rfaving

regard to the advantages which will accrue
from the general provisions of the Bill, I
believe the House will be justified in en-
dorsing the measure, notwithstanding that it-
does not contain the principle of pooling,
which this House endorsed on two former
sessionis. I siippqrt the second reading.

Hon. 'W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Pre-
mantle) [4.53): 1 -was hoping that seone of
our friends from the country would have
something to say about this Bill. The mea-
sure is widely different from the Traffic Bill
which has been considered on two previous
occasions. I have-taken the opportunity of
sending copies of the present Bill to one or
two roads boards jn the metropolitan area,
but sufficient time has not elapsed for me
to receive a reply as to how the measure
affects their districts, The Bill 'refers, I
observe, to U Government rod. I do not
know of any road in this State that is called
a Government road; possibly there may be
some in the North-West, which I have never
visited. All the roads that I know of are
roads belonging to the various local authori-
ties wvbo control them. Therefore I am un-
able to say why this Bill continually uses
the term ''Government road,'' unless it is
the Government'~s intent'on. to declare G3ov-
erment roads in future 'with a view to pro-
viding means for the upkeep of such roads.
The Perth-Fremantle road is at present, I
believe, -kept in fair order by the Govern-
nment. That being so, in all probability the
various roads hoards between Perth and
Fremnantle will not object so strenuously to
this Bill as they did to previous meaures of
the same nature. If the licensing fees col-
lected arc to go to each local authority,
while the main roads are to he maintained
at the expense of the Gdiverment, I have
no objection. But if it is fair that a road
between Perth and Fremantle on one side
of the river should be maintained by the
Government, it is also fair that a similar
road on the other side of the river should
be maintained by the Government. Wh y
should the ratepayers of the Melville Road
B~oard maintain seven miles of roa 1 carrying
about 50 per cent. of the traffic that is ear
ried by the Pcrth-Frernte road? If the
Bill provided for the pooling of license fees
and for the payment of a subsidy on the
basis of the amount collected, there would
be a contribution to the funds of the Mel-
ville Road Board towards the upkeep of main
roads running through their district.

Mr. Gardiner: And through South Perth
as well.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Yes; the whole of
the road from the Causeway to 'Fremantle.
The Melville Road Board revresents only
oine district on which injustice will be in-
flicted owing to the desire of thme Minister
to please the city of Perth.

The Minister for Workis: No.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: 'The Bill has been

prepAred for no other purpose.
The Miinister for Works: I assure you that

you are wrong.
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: On two previous
occasions the city of Perth has used its in.
fluence in another place to defeat a Traffe
Bill which provided for the pooling of fees.
On this occasion the Minister tells us that -
lie does not feel justified in introducing a
Bill with a similar provision on that ac-
count.

The Minister for Works: No. I said that
I bad omitted that one provision, but that
hon. mnembers could insert it if they liked.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You should stand behind
your Bill.

lHon, W. C. ANGWIN: Tinder this Bill
the traffic is to be administered by the Gov-
erment instead of by the local authorities.
In New- South Wales motor traffic is admin-
istered by the Commissioner of Police, who
issue all licenses, while the money is paid
into consolidated revenue. In Victoria the
law is on somewhat similar lines. In South
Australia the work is done by the local au-
thorities. But in each of those States the
Government grant assistance for 'the ulpkeep
of main roads, and the Government of -West-
ern Australia do not at present make such
grants. That, no doubt, has been one of the
rensons why the Minister proposes to allow
municipalities and road boards to continue
to collect fees from the vehicles licensed in
their respective districts. While the Min-
ister was introducing the Bill, I asked him
whether the Oovernmnent intended to pur-
chase the Fremantle tramnways. I ant not
prepared to icy that the Fremantle treat-
ways have not been setting an example to
the Governmnent in the matter of the run-
nling of that species of public utility. How-
ever, by this Bill the Government propose
to take control of the running of the Fre-
mantle tramways; they propose to take the
control entirely out of the hands of the Fre-
mantle people. The Bill provides that step-
ping places may be proclaimed anywhere.
Of course the Government 'have the power
tn A6b this in connection with their own
tramns, but the Perth trains are exempt from
the operations of the Bill. I do not think
there is any necessity inl a Bill such as this
to include such a provision where trains are
run tinder a special Act of Parliament. The
powers the Minister asks for, as far as 'Pri-
vate tramtways are concerned, are excessive
and not waxiranted. I nut doubtful whether
a Bill of this kind-even though it was first
submitted by a Government of which I was
a membr-will prove as beneficial as the
provisions. ,,which exist in tile Municipalities
Act. The Bill provides .for regulations being
framed, while under the Munnicipalities Act
everything is laid down definitely and dis-
tinctly, in regard to traffic in various parts
of the State. Regniations are not always
readily available. It is always better to
make direct provision in an Act of Parlia-
ment. I agree with the leader of thbe Op-
position that it is' of great iimportance to
provide for the licensing of drivers of mQtor
cars. I notice that the police are to grant
these licenses, but that the Consolidated rev-
ernue will receive the fees. One thing I

would point out is that, while the Minister
has favoured the city of Perth considerably
in the Bill, he has overlooked the fact that
it costs the State about E2,000 a year for the
control of the traffic in the city by the police.
No otlher place is granted a similar privilege.
A subsidy is given to the city of Perth by
way of providing policemen as traffic con-
trollers, and I maintain, if the police arc to
take full control of the traffic, then the Gov-
erment should take the liensing fees to
meet the charge.

Mr. Pickering: Why all the fees?
Hem, W, C. ANGWIN: Because the Gov-

ernmnt pay much mlore than they wvould
collect. It is not done anywhere else in the
State.

Mr. Pickering: lIt is not done in London.
Hon W. C. ANGWIN: The local authori-

ties in the Old Country pay their own police.
In matters of this kind Perth is receiving
favoured treatment, while the outside dis-
tricts arc struggling to keep their roads in
proper order.

Mr. Foley: They reckon all the harmuful
vehicles Comies from Frenmantle.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: They are sure to
do that. There is one thing about Premnan-
tie, and it is that that municipality does
not ask the police to control their traffic.
Apart fromn these matters, there is not mnueh
else in. the Bill that we can objbct to.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [5.63: W
must agree that the Traffic Bill will he- iel-
coined not only by the House, but by all
local authorities throughout the State. The
license fees that will be collected under the
Bill amrc estimated to amount to £15,000 so
far as meter cars are concerned, and only
about £ 5,000 to 07,000 ' in connection with
other vehicles. I think we can take it that
to a large extent the Bill deals with motor
braffle which has so miaterially increased in
recent years. Like the two previous
speakers, I welcome the provision for the
licensing of mnotor drivers. If this pro-
vision had been introduced many years ago,
it would have prevented a lot of accidents
'fronm occurring. I also welcome the pro-
-vision for the impusition of a heavy penalty
on any person who, vihile ini a drunken con-
dition, drives a car. ThatI too," will have the
effect of pireventinig accidlents. The Pill is
framed on right lines, bunt some sugges-
tions which may have time effect of bringing
about improvements may be made in Coin-
nlte. The member for North-E ast Fne-
mantle (Mr. Angwin) has referred to polie
control.. My7 opinion is that the provision
for the control of traffic hy the local nut-
thojities is absolutely unnecessary, as the
police are the people who are best adauted
to carry out this work. The appointment
of tr-affic. inspectors in smaller districts will
not be warranted, because motor traffic there
will be of a negligible nature. 'The policeo
are an established institution and can well
carry out all traffic work. If the adminis-
tration of the Ac-t is handed over to the
Comnisioner, the result will be, more uniform
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working than would otherwise he the case.
The police are in mnilform and drivers of
vehilelee will respect the police at all times,
whereas that is not likely to be the case
if the supervision of the traffic is in the
hands of the ihspectors appointed by local
authorities. The Bill provides that the
police shall issue all drivers' licenses for
motor vehicles, and therefore .I consider that
the police should go further and look after
the traffic, throughout the whole of the State.
Subelause 4 of Clause 19 provides that the
Comm issioner of Police may appoint mem-
bers of the police force to perform the duties
of control subject to certain reservations.
It is, however, unlikely that he would do
this unless his officers had control of the
whole of the motor traffic throughout the
State. Of course it might be said that this
will be increasing the duties and the respon-
sibilities of the police, but if the suggestion
is adopted, and the police do assume control
of the whole of the motor traffic, they should
be permitted to retain, say, 10 per cent. of
the fees collected,, as a reimbursement for
the work they will be called upon to per-
form. In the Bill many important matters
are undefined and left to be dealt with in
the by-laws to be framed. The enactment of
b'y-laws in this manner is not right and
will lend to vexation. This has already been
tho experience of the city of Perth. It will
be remembered that only recently the magis-
trate of Perth said that one of the by-laws
framed by the municipal council was capable
of a grotesque construction. When intro-
ducing the Bill the Minister for Works
stated, that it was proposed to frame uni-
fornm by-laws. That would be satisfactory
if all parties were consulted in the compila-
tion of those by-laws. Owing, however, to
the increased traffic and the iucreased popu-
lation throughout the State and the fact that
the local authorities are continually chang-
ing, I am of opinion that a board should
be appointed to frame by-laws uinder the
Act for the regulation of traffic throughout

-the state. Such a board should consist of
representatives of the Municipal Associa-
tion, the Rosd Boards Association, the
Automobile Club, the Carriers and Passenger
Vehicle Owners, while aL member of the
Government should be nominated to act as
chairman. The difficulty of having a var-
iety of by-laws can he appreciated by lion.
members. One might be motoring through
a district where one set of by-laws exist and
then proceed to another town where there
might be a totally different set.

Mr. Smith: These by-laws would have to
be approved by the Governor in Council.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: For instance, Perth
charges a license fee of 2s. 6d. for bicycles
and Fremantle does nlot charge anything.

Mr. ANGELO : Some local authorities
might require one kind of lamp for motor
cars and others might require a totally
different lamp, whereas, if a board were In
exis tence everything would be uniform and
in that way trouble would he obviated. it
is suggested that certain amendments should

be made to the Bill when it is in Committee..
At present it is not my intention to oppose
it, and I have much pleasure in supporting
the seconid reading.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [5.15]: As a
farmer I always oppose the payment of a
wheel tax. I have always been of opinion
that sufficient revenue should be raised by
means Of Ordinary taxation in the way of
rates imposed by road boards, and that
when the farmners are compelled to use
vehicles as part of their trade it is rather
.severe that they should not only have to
pay road board rates but an additional tax
upon such vehicles, which are used in the
course of earning their livelihood. The only
obstacle I see to that is that there are cer-
tain members of the co mmunity who are
not affected by rates, and yet use the roads.
These are the people who should have to pay
licenise fees and wheel taxes, not the pro-
ducing community, whose carts and wagons
are part and patrcel of their stock in trade,

The 'Minister for Works: Nanme any part
of Western Australia where they have not
to pay a wheel tax.

Mr. PICKERING: 1 will not attempt to
do any such thing. I object to the prin-
ciple. The rates should he raised by the
road boards and there should not be this
extra tax iuposed.

Mr. O'Lcghlen: You did not say that at
Avon last year.

Mr. PICKERING: I regret very much,
not that a certain section was omitted from
the Bill that was contained in the last Bill,
but that the Government have not brought
in a measure for the 'Pooling of all wheel
taxes and motor taxes and some provision
for pro rata collections throughout the whole
of the districts of Western Anstralia.

The Honorary Minister : Pro rata on
what I

Mr. PICKERING:- We might say pro
rate on the length of the roads. The comma-
try districts, niore especially those I repre-
sent; frequently have their roads destroyed
by mnotorists comjing fromt all parts of West-
ern Australia. We have no elim upon them
at all.

Hon. P. Collier: They make their money
out of the moturists.

Mr. PICKERING: I should lik to see a
clause introduced to bring about the pooling
of the rates on an equitable basis, between
the various governing bodies. I regret that
the clause, which the member for Gascoyns
(Mr. Angelo) has read out about traffic in-
spectors. should be obligatory. I think it
should be made optional upon a board to
appoint a traffic inspector. It seems to be
burdening the local governing bodies with
extra expense.

lion. P. Collier: They would appoint the
town clerk of the municipality or the sece-
tarv of. the road board.

Mr. PICKERING: -- Then it should be
necessary that we should remunerate these
local governing bodies for the extra expendi-
ture involved.
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Hon. P. Collier: Not necessarily I
Mr. PICKERING: .The secretary, of the

road hoards of my districts and the clerk of
the ' municipal council of my district both
have sufficient work to do for the money
they receive.

Hon. W. C. Aagwia: They will not have
more work to do under this.

Mr. PICKERING: It must mean extra
work.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: Not a bit.
Mr. P~ICKERING: I should like to see

some provision made for 4. notification of
the transfer of licenses.

Mr. Green: It is already in the schedule.
Mr. PICKERING: I have not seen it in

the Bill.
Mr. Smith: It is in Clause 14.
Mr. PICKERING,: I wish to give my

point of view whether it is in the Bill or
not. There are certain people using motor
cars who register their cars in certain dis-
tricts, but that is the end of ny payment.
It is only right that when they move from
any particular district they' should put a
plate and number of the town in which they
are residing on their motor Cars.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Why shoiild you ride on
such a car?

M%,r. PICKERING: I did not mention any
particular car. There is another clause in
regard to which I must take the side of the
driver of a locomotive or traction engine,
and that is that apparently he cannot recover
for any damage accruing from a defective
bridge or culvert, or from a bad road over
which he may have to travel. If that is the
ease the road board should be compelled to
put a notice on such culverts, bridges or
roads, for the protection of those people who,
confijeat that they are not in any danger,
use them.

Hon. P. Collier: Flurther than that,' the
board can recover from such drivers if they
destroy the property of the road board.

Mr, PICIKERING: If that is so the
drivers should have some warning given to
them of the danger that is confronting themn.

The Minister for Works: Do you not know
they have to give notice of their intention to
travel through a district?

Mr. PICKERING: On the question of con-
victionis, the Bill says that the Commissioner
of Police must be notified. I do not think
that is going to be sufficient notification
unless the Commissioner of Police has seen
to it that all the boards are notified of any
such' convictions, so that they can he safe-
guarded. There is a particularly drastic
clause in the Bill. It says that the inspector-
can within two miles pull up any carter
travelling on a road and compel him to go
back that distance and have his cart and load
weighed. This is a very serious thing. It
means that a carter can 'go out loaded and
be made to travel an extra distance of four
Miles, which is a very big consideration for
men whbo have as long a distance as 40 Miles
to go.

The Minister for. Works: Re should get
his cart weight. There is plenty of oppor-
tunity for him to do so.

Mr. PICKERING: It is not a question of
that, but it'is a question of the load that has
to ,he drawn. I join, with the member for
North-East F'remantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin)
in objecting strongly to the clause dealing
with the regulations of companies. All such
regulations should be endorsed by the Gov-
ernment. If anyone should know how to
regulate its traffic in order to bring about a
suitable state of affairs it is the company
concerned- The Governor in Council might
not have sufficient business acumen and know-
led go to appreciate the difficulties arising in
the control of such traffic. I very much ap-
preciate the proposal to license drivers of
motor-cars. I hope that not only will these
licenses be rigidly enforced, but that proper
control will be exercised over the drivers
themselves. I have often had mny life placed
in jeopardy through the recklessness and in-
experience of 'motor-driVers, and I resent
being put to that personal inconvenience. I
endorse the action of thle Government in in-
troducing such a provision, and I hope they
will see that effect is given to it.

Mr. NAIRN (6Swan) [5.25]; This is the
third time we have made an attempt to pro-
duce a workable Traffic Bill, and I hope this
will be a successful one. At the same time
I would not like to see it succeed as it stands
at present. I do not consider it is a just
Bill. I cannot see the justice of permitting
one local body to absorb a very much greater
share of the fees than the proportion it is
entitled to- 'We have that evidence before
us in the city of Perth. Although I do not
know the exact figures, I venture to say that
an overwhelming proportion of vehicles regis-
tered in the City is not used in the City
streets. I represent a constituency which,
particularly on two days of the week, has
hundreds of mnotor-ears travelling through it.
These contribute nothing to its revenue, and
generally take a good many liberties in out-
lying districts which the drivers would not
dream of taking in the City. A Traffic Bill
without an adjustment in that direction is
not equitable, and T desire to see it altered.
It is very doubtful wvhether those who have
their vehicles registered in Perth are getting
fair value for the money 'which is being
charged for such registration. Very often
they are looked upon as birds to be plucked
by these local bodies. It is a mistake, and
we have no right to perpetuate such a Sys-
tem "~ this Bill would do. I wish to make
a remark in regard to the cbaries. Someone
has raised a protest against the wbeel tax.
It is a great mistake to hold the opinion tbat
because someone is running a vehicle, either
a sulky or a motor-car, it is a luxury. I be-
lieve that -in this part of the world we are
less favonred than in almost any other part
of thle habitable gl obe in th6 matter of means
of transporting ourselves over the State. In
other parts of the world a motor-car is
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looked upon almost as a necessity, and
certainly not as a luxury.

Mr. Thomson: It is a necessity, especially
in the country.

Mr. NAIRN: More especially is it a
necessity in the country. I have not in mind
the dweller in the city when I make this
reference. To regard these necessities as
luxuries is wrong, and out of touch with the
spirit of the times. We should encourage as
much as we can in every direction the use
of advanced and up-to-date means of trans-
port, and of giving persons an opportunity
for enjoyment, health and pleasure. This
Bill is not equitable -if it continues to dis-
courage such a thing. There are one or two
other provisions which have been mentioned
in regard to local authorities. I am inclined
to believe that the argument which has been
advanced by the Automobile Club, whose
business it is to make a study of these af-
fairs, is a good one, namely, that the police
would better administer the Act than the
local authorities. The danger I see of hav-
ing too many local authorities dealing with
the matter is that it is likely to lead to con-
fusion. Unless we have some body controll-
ing and closely scrutinising the various reso-
lutions which are cardied by the local bodies,
we are going to make the life, of the motorist
an unhappy one indeed. I should like to see
some over-riding control., We arc told that
it is the Minister who will bare that conl-
trol. We know it is impossible for a Min
ister to say where regulations will lend, even
though he may approve of them. I hope the
Bill will be amended in that direc tion.

Hon. W. C. Aagwin: The police can do
it.

Mr. NAIRN: The police will do it very
much better than the local authorities, for,
after all, it is the business of the police.
It is very much more the business of the
police than of, say, the town clerk, who is
largely in his office.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : The Bill provides
that it shall be done by the police.

Mr. NAIRN: Only partially. I am
speaking, not so much of the administration,
as of the making of by-laws controlling
traffic. In many instances we must have a
local authority to do it, because there are
no police ava ilable. However, I want uni-
formity as nearly as possible throughout
the Stnte, and I cannot expect that if we are
to depend entirely on the Minister 's realisa-
tion of what the regulations mean. We have
had instances cited this afternoon. A cyclist
is charged. 2s. 6d. per annum for his ordinary
push bike. That is a highly improper charge.

Hon. P. Collier: That will come out.
Mr. NAIRN: One might as well charge

a license for'a sewing machiue or for a per-
ambulator. There are other absurd licenses,'
all of which have been approved by Minis-
ters. With some amendments such as I have
suggested, I think we can produce a satis-
factory Bill, But I have no desire to see the
Bill passed in its present form. We have
waited a long time for it and we do not
now want to be at the bidding of any inuni-

cipality. I hope when in Committee to help
put the Bill into a more equitable shape.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [5.33]: 1
am somewhat disappointed with the Bill. It
contains some very important amnendments
in respect of traffic, but to my mind it does
not go far enough. The Minister, referring
to the Traffic Bill introduced by the Labour
Administration, said that the proposal
in that Bill was to collect £20,000
by way of licenses and for the GoV-
erment to add another £20,000, ,nak.
ing £:40,000 in all, which would re-
present a respectable sure for the main-
tenance of main roads. But I cannot find in
this Bill anything dealing with main roads,
to my mnind an important factor which should
be considered without further delay. In my
electorate the Kojonup Road Board has 80
miles of main roads to look after. During
the summer many hundreds of motor cars
rush over those roads, causing certain dam-
age in respect of which the board does not
receive one penny. Moreover, there are on
those main roads many bridges requiring
to be kept in good repair. I may be told
that any such provision should conme under
the Roads Act, but I think it should be
embodied in the Bill.

Mr. SPEAKtER: There is no provision
in the Bill in regard to that.

Mr. THOMSON: No; but since the Min-
ister drew attention to the Traffic Bill in-
troduced by a previous Government, perhaps
I am in order in touching on this subject.

Mr. SPEARER: Only if your purpose is
to illustrate.

Mr. THOMSON: That is my purpose. I
amn very pleased with some of the provisions.
It is essential that drivers of motor cars

' should be licensed. I think th4 local auth-
orities should have an opportunity to con-
sider the Bill, At the last road boards con-
ference which I attended it was unanimously
resolved to request the Government to rein-
troduce the Traffic Bill, and to make it ap-
plicable to the State. Sufficient considera-
tion has not been given to the Traffic Bill,
The methods of travel have been revolution-
ised during the last few years, and people
who were previously content to travel 25 or
'30 miles a day now think nothing of cover-
ing 150 miles in the same time. We have
not taken into consideration what is done in
Victoria, where they have the Country
Roads Board Act, and where they manage
to maintain their roads in really good order.
The same may be said of South Australia.
It is my intention to move, when the second
reading shall have been carried, that the Bill
be referred to a select committee.

The Minister for Works: Can you not
get all that you want in Committecl

Mr. THOMSON: If a select committee,
consisting of experienced meii, were -ap-

Pointed, and if that committee conferred
with the roads boards association, with which
is affiliated, practically every roads board in
the,- State_-
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Hon. P. Collier: Lou said, a momient ago,
that they asked for the reintroduction of
the Bill.

Mr. THOMSON:, What they asked for
was the old Traffic Bill. This Bill is not the
sanme.

Hon. P. Collier: Except in regard to the
pooling of the fees, it is much the same.

Mr. THOMSON: No, for it neglects the
question of main roads. I hope the House
will agree to refer the Bill to a select com-
mittee.

Mr. ROCKE (South Fremnantle) [5.40]:
TIhe Bill provides a framework upon which
a good measure nhay be built, but it is very
necessary that certain amendments should be
effected to make the Bill even jiist. It
seems hard that outside local authorities
should be put to the expense of maintaining
miles of roads which are destroyed by vehi-
cles from which the local authority receives
little or no return. I hope that justice will
be done to those local authorities. The Bill
provides that a local authority shall issue a
vehicle license, but that the license for the
driver shall be issued by the police. I am
not able to see what qualification the police
have for issuing such licenses. I think the
proper authority to issue drivers' licenses
is the Chief Inspector of Machinery, who
has to issue licenses in respect of traction
and locomotive engines.

Hon. P. Collier: The persons responsible
for controlling the drivers should issue the
license.

Mr. ROCKE: There may be something in
that. The police tnay know to whom they
are issuing a license, but how are they to
know that the driver is qualified I Provision
is also made for traction engines and loco-
motives to work on farms, where they will
be exempt fronm the license fee. But there'
is nothing to prevent those tractors or loco-
motives going from farm to farm. They may
not belong to the farmer; they may belong
to some machinery corporation, and there
is no prevision to prevent them going along
the roads and damaging those roads without
paying any license fee.

The Minister for Works: You are wrong.
Mr. HOOKE: No; I have been carefully

through the Bill. The Bill says they may
perform work on farm;, but it does not say
they must not go from farm to farm..

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

The Minister for Works: 'You have seen
the scale of fees for those enginest

Mr. ROOXE: Yes.
The Minister for Works: Why should they

be there if they were not to be imposedV
Mr. ROCRE: But a corporation could

have agricultural machinery working on a
farm tinder exemption from license fees,
and those tractors and engines could go
from farm to farm over the main roads
without paying any fees. That will be the
position unless the Bill is amended, as I
hope it will be. The Bill also provides

that an inspector may gra ,, a license for a
vehicle, but that tne locat authority shall
issue the license. ( think the order should
be reversed, that the local authority should
grant the license and the inspector issue it.
The niemnber for North-East Fremantle (Mr.
Angwin) referred to the tram service at Fre-
nmantle. I hope this House will not yield the
power which the Government ask for the
regulation of the Frenmantle trains. The
Government cannot have the information
which the local authority will have as to the
best places to stop the cars. This Bill pro-
vides that the Governor-in -Council shall pro-
vide for the stopping places of train cars.
I hope an alteration will be made, and that
the right now given to local governing bodies
will be retained. I was not in the Rouse
dluring the passage of the previous Traffic
Bill and I do not know anything of the
arguments for or against the contentions
clause dealing with the pooling of fees, but
there is something in this Bill which will
prove more contentious and result in more
litigation than the pooling of fees could do.
I refer to the matter of extraordinary
traffic. There is no definition of extraordin
ary traffic. I have been through what au-
thorities I. could find, and have been unable
to discover that any definition has been laid
down. I have found some very interesting
arguments in the. ''Proceedings of the In-
corporated Association of Municipal and
County Engineers," which bear directly on
the subject matter of this Bill. It may help
the House to a better understanding of the
law regarding extraordinary traffic if I quote
from those proceedings. The memorandum
issued with the Bill shows that Clause 5 is
taken from the Highways and Locomotives
Act of 1878. An interesting reference is
made to that Act-

What is known as 'the law as to extra-
ordinary traffic'' dates from the passing
of the Highways and Locomotives Act,
1878, but the undue use of roads by one
person to the prejudice of the ratepayers
appears to have been a grievance for sev-
eral centuries. The office of Highway Sur-
veyor appears to have been created in the
year 1555, and from that date there are
records of legal action dealing with the
nuisance of what may be termed " extra.
ordinary traffic.'' In the reign of James 1.
a proclamation was issued by the King
''to restraine the excessive carriages in
wagons and foure-wheeled cartes, to the
destruction of the highwayes.'' In the
year 1635 Charles 1. made a proclamation
''that no person do upon the common
highway go or travel with any wagon cart
or carriage whereon is laid at once above
2,000 weight, nor to use above five horses,
or above four oxen and two horses, and
above six oxen without horses at any one
time''; and the proclamation proceeds,

"'and because such extraordinary carriages
have heretofore, by the opinion of the
judges, been held to be general nuisances,
the King commands all judges and justices
diligently to inquire after such offences.''
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Mr. Jones: It reads like the ten eorn-
mandments.

Mr. Smith: 'What sort of roads did they
have in those days?

Mr. ROCKE: The fact remains that the
term "extraordinary traffic"l has not yet
been defined. If the Bill leaves this Cham-
ber without a definition, local governing
bodies will be subject to endless litigation
which 'will be costly for somebody.

Mr. Johnston: Extraordinary traffic would
probably be air traffic.

Mr. ROOKE: We had a ease in Fremantle.
The Cliff-skreet road, which carries all the
traffic from the wharf, was constructed of
tar macadam. A ship arrived with a load
of kerosene. All the lorries available were
put on to remove the kerosene from Fre-
mantle to South Fremantle. In less, than
a week the road was absolutely ruined. When
the engineer viewed it, he was unable to say
who was responsible for the condition of the
road, and the question arose as to whether
it was extraordinary traffic or ordinary traffic
conducted in an extraordinary manner. This
is a point which must be settled and this
House should he the competent authority to
settle it. With the amendments which have
been suggested, t he Bill may be made useful;
it is certainly essential to the preservation
of human life. I shall support the second
reading, reserving to myself the right to
move in Committee amendments in the direc'
tion I have indicated.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) (c5.:I regard
this B1ill as a machinery measure and there-
fore one for detailed consideration in Conm-
mittee. I do not intend to speak at lengr~h
upon it. This is an attempt to consolidate
the five Acts dealing with traffic, so that citi-
zens of the State and those administering
the various Acts may know what they are
about. For soine years, local -governing
bodies in the agricultural digtricts have been
endeavouring to get uniform by-laws. Under
this Bill it is intended to bring in uniform
by-laws, whereby the various fees wilt Oa
adjuisted and will apply to all districts Alike.
The member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering)
said he thought those who occupied land,
after having paid their rates to the local
authority, shonld be free from wheel tax. I
agree with him to a large extent because
farmers do not use their wheels over any-
thing like so great a period of the year as
others do. On 'the average the farmer uses
his vehicles for six weeks a year, not more.
Contractors and others, who make their liv-
ing by carting, use the roads 52 weeks a year
and destroy them far more than the occui-
piers of land. Of course, some of our farm-
ers take up contracting, but there are by-laws
which aim at meeting such eases. The pre-
sent method of inspection is a bad one, be-
cause a -road board secretary has not the
power to ascertain whether a driver is in
possession of his license or whether the fees
have been paid -for the vehicle, though the
road board members have that power. If we

appoint inspectors as outlined in the Bill, we
shall limit the number.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hen. W.
3. George-Murray-Wellington-in ,reply)
[65]: 1 desire to thank members for the
way they have received this Bill. I am quite
satisfied that, when we reach the Committee
stage,' we shell be able to arrive at an agree-
ment upon many matters which require to be
altered. The leader of the Opposition spoke
of the ornirsion of tihe debatable clauses re-
lating to the pooling of 'fees and the meiiiber
for North-East Fremuntle (Mir. Angwin), re-
ferred to this as an attempt'on the part of
the Government to placate Perth. So far as
this Bill is concerned, I have had no corn-
inunication with the city of Perth.

Ho]]. P. Collier: You know their wishes.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is

about time we passed a measure for the
proper government of the roads, and if there
was a lion in the -path, it was only wise to
Avoid it. As I mentioned in my opening re-
marks, if members- think difflerently, the
matter rests in their Lands.. The hion. mem-
ber spoke of the census we took. An officer
was stationed at each inlet on to the Perth.
Fremantle road with1 power to deal with
every vehicle which came along and form his
own judgment as to the weight and place of
origin, and from the varied information so
obtained we collated figures showing the Tnile-
age use of the road. From these investi ga-
tions we found out that of the total traffi
on that road, 45 per cent, had its origin in
Perth. The facts were noted very carefully
asnd the results were very satisfactory. When
.I proceeded to deal with the municipal sub-
sidies on these perceyptages, the objection
taken by the Perth City Council was not so
much to the percentage as that I should
take any portion of their subsidy for the
upkeep of any roads outside Perth. Some
members have referred to the qujestion of
main roads. I regret that in my opening
remarks, I omitted a fdw words in regard to
main roads. The Government are fully
aware that; at the earliest possible moment,
it would be wise to bring aL Bill before Par-
liament to deal comprehensively with the
question of main -roads. We are quite sat-
is9fied that, finless our main roads are put in
some-thing like decent order, a great deal of
traffic. which otherwise wouild use them will
not be able to do so. I1 refer to the passage
of traffic regarded as tourist traffic. This is
regarded by the Government as a means of
settling the- land in different parts of the
State. If people go on health and joy rides
through any considerable portion of the
State, they are able to learn the value of
Westerni Australia, and settlement will in-
evitably follow such travelling on the roads.
Althouigh wve have colla~ted a considerable
amount of information regarding main roads,
we are not yet in a position to put it for-
ward in the shape of a B3ill, but I hope be-
fore the session ends, I shall be able to bring
down a Bill for the consideration of the
House. Even if it is not passed, it will have
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the effect of starting the ball rolling. Thle
member for North-East Fremantle (Ron. W:'
C. Angwin) demurred against the power to
make regulation;, saying that the provisions
ought to be embodied in the measure, as the
power to make regulations was open to abuse.
I would agree with that eonitention if every-
thing could be foreseen. But the conditions
of traffic alter as time goes on. Vehicles
suited to traffic requirements of 25 years ago
are not fitted to cope with the requirements
of to-day. The greater proportion of our
vehicles now are motor cars, and the traffic
regulations of 25 years ago dealt mainly
with bunggies, 'carte, and wagons; it follows
that traffic regulations must vary front time

* to time. The member for North-East Pre-
mantle also referred to the cost to the State
of providing police to control traffic. That,
however, is a point which can be discussed
in Committee, and I shall be glad to have
the lion, member 's assistance on it. The
member for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) suggested
tbe establishment of a board or a committee
to degal with the matter of regulations. I
hardl'y think that course is necessary, though
I do not desire in any way to depreciate tim
value .of sutch a' body. The Public Works
Department have officers who are accustomed
to deal with the matter of regulations, and
those officers are net only specially skilled,
but I may say even learned, in questions
appertaining to road boards and munici-
palities. They examine thoroughly into every
by-law. They know the law and the various
districts, .and they can see -at once whether
a road board is endeavouring to pass a by-
law which would have an incidence against
a neighbouring road board. Unless the
officers are satisfied that a by-law should
not be passed, they refer it to me, and I then
submit it to the House. The member for
Sussex (Mr. Pickering) in his customary lucid
manner gave us his experience of working
-under the existing roads le 'gislation, and I
thank the lion. mediber for several sugges-
tions that he made. The member for Swan
(Mr. Nairn) almost alarmed me when he
stated that the Bill was not a just measure,
but my mind was set at -rest when I grasped
that he was referring only' to the matter of
pooling Of license fees. The member for
Katanaing (Mr. Thomson) desires that the
measure should be referred to a select com-
mittee, but I hope the House will not agree
to that course.

Mr. Thomson: I thought you were in
favour of a select committee.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: For the
Roads Bill, not for this Bill.

Mr. Thomson: The trouble is that this
Bill does net deal with main roads.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It can-
not. I have said so already. As hion. mem-
bers know, this is the third tintie of asking
fur the present Bill. Except as regards a
few points which have been alluded to, the
measure before the House is practically
identical with a measure which has passed
]here .twvice. It would be. a pity to lose time

by referring the measure to a select ecom-
mittee. The member for South Fremanitle
(Mr. Rocke) carried me back beyond my
knowledge of English history, -referring to
the times of James 1. The hion. member
appears to be much concerned regarding
extraordinary traffic. I assure him that
tinder this Bill any extraordinary traficm
that may occur in Western Australia can
be dealt with. In fact, the only extraordi-
nary traffic there has been in this St~te so
far is the sleeper-canting and the hauling
of tuart logs, and this has been done
chiefly over the reads of my electorate. I
have, therefore, taken great care to emn-
body in the Bill a clause adeqnately pro-
viding for. that niatter. I thank hion. mem-
bers for their reception of the -measure, and
shall be still more grateful if they will help
me to get into Committee and put the Bill
through.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

[Tile Speaker resumed the Chair.]

To refer to Select Committee.

Mr. TtIOkSON (Katanning) [6.7] I
move-

That the Bill be referred to a select
committee for report.

On the second reading I gave my reasons
for proposing this course. With all due
respect to the Minister, and while acknow-
ledging that -the Government have gone
thoroughly into the question, I still -main-
tain that the one point which has not been
dealt with, but should be dealt with, is the
upkeep of main roads; and I think it is
essential that we should have an opportu-
nity of learning the views of the bodies
concerned on this point. Whilst I do not
dispute .the Minister's statement that we
can deal with the subject in Committee of
the whole, I feel satisfied that the report
of a select committee which bad heard
evidence fromn municipalities and road
boards would be of material benefit.

Mr. ROCKE (S8outh Freinantle) [6.8]:I
second the motion, and entirely agree with
the mover's remarks. Although there may
be much good in the Bill, yet its reference
to a' select committee, which could obtain
evidence trout the representatives of muni-
cipalities and road boardg and from resi-
dents 'of outlying districts, would afford the
House the opportunity of framning a more
adequate and therefore even a better
measure than the Bill in its present form.

.The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Houi. W.
J. George- Murray-Wellin gton) [6.9] :I
must again ask the House tu 'oppose the
reference of the Bill to a select committee.
If this were the first introduction of the
Bill, I wojild offer no opposition to such a
mnotion as that af the mnember for Satan-
ning. But, seeing that the Bill has been

422
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fully debated hore twice, and tha
been twice sent forward to the othe
her, I think the House is fully able
with the measure in Committee
whole. Going to a select cominitte
the loss of a certain amount of ti
also involves a certain amount of
and I am not able to see that any
good can be expected from sucha
As regards the question of main roa
dealt with under this Bill, I can as
member for Katanning that any
tempt would remove all possibility
ig the measure. For one thing, ai
as Minister for Works, nor my der
would be prepared to deal
important a question at the prese
The intention is to make main rc
subject of a separate Bill altogeth
a matter cannot be dealt wtih b
members meeting in a room. He
hers know how far the life of the
Parliament has advanced, and they
for themselves -that if the Bill doe
through this session, a very necess,
of machinery for the use of roai
will not be passed promptly, and
delayed for years.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [

support the motion because I eons
Bill should contain provision for
ing system. If the Bill goes into
too straight away, we shall not
opportunity of adequately dealing
question. The measure has been
members for only a few days. We
concern with what measures may h
befo-re previous Parliaments. I ow
to my electorate as regards the pool
ciple, and I consider that the Ron:
ihave an opportunity to frame a cla
ing adequately with that phase of
tion.

Question put, and a division tat
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes ..

Majority against

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Duff
lu rack

Hudson
.Tolnston
Pickering

Angelo
Angwln
Chesson
Collier
navies
Draper
Floley
Gardiner
George

AYE.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Noes.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
.Mr.
Mr.

Rlocks
Stubbs
Tb om so
Griffiths

Green
Mar rise
Jones
Maley
Mitchell
mull..~
Munsie
Nairn
O'Loghl

t it has
,r Chai-

to deal
of the
e means
me, and
expense;

special

Mr. Ptlkiogton Mr. Wilicock
Mr. Seaddan Mr. WilIlnott
Mr. Smith Mr. Wilson
Mr. Walker Mr. Hardwick

(Tellier.)
Question thus negatived.

Sitting suspended from 6.18 to 7.80 p.m.
course. In Committee.

,ds being Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for
sure the Wrorks in charge of the Bill.
such at- Clauses 1 to 5-agreed to.
of pass- Clause 6-'Passenger vehicle, and carriers'
either 1, licenses:
artment, Mr. SMITH: Will the Minister make it
with so clear whether drivers of licensed vehicles
mdt the nmust pay, in addition to the license fee, the
ads Suhe ordinary wheel tax? If so, it will be a
a fewh severe handicap on those who are earning

yafw their living in this way.nl. main- The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
present clause reads-' A passenger vehicle license

*can see is required for every vehicle used for the
s not -go cairiage of passengers f or hire.'' The oh-
dl pieces jeet of having a license for the driver is

t ors that he may drive any vehicle for which he
may be has, *a license, and I do not think it is 'a

wrong thing to charge- a man a small fee
6.1:~ like 58. a wheel.

6.11: 1 Mr. SMITH: With regard to Subelanse
Sider this 2, dealing with carriers' licenses, is there
the pool- any intention of placing a restriction on the
Commit- issue of these licenses? Arc drivers who
have an are to be placed in charge of vehicles to be
with that tested? We know that many drivers of ye-

before hicles are not experienced.
have no The MINISTER FOR WORKS: While I

ave come agree that a number of people drive
e a duty vehicles who would be better for having
ling prin. their skill and nerve tested, I do not quite
se should see how any such proposal would operate.
use deal- If they are to drive vehicles I think that
the ques- fact in itself will be a guarantee.

Mr. Underwood: Do you drive a vehicle or
ken with a horse?

The MINISTElR FOR WORKS: It is the
usual way of talking in regard to these mat-

26 ters. It is hardly likely that a person would
26 be put in charge of a horse and vehicle

17 .unless that person had some knowledge and
experience.

- Mr. MALEY: Will every farmer who en-
gages in contract: carting have to procure a
license? If so, they will be put to con-
s iderable inconvenience and a certain
amount of irritation will be caused.

n The Minister for Works: Why should they
not take out a license?

Teller.) fr. THOMSON: I am satisfied that the
Committee will regret now that any motion
for referring the Bill to a select committee

- was not carried. I move-
a That progress be reported.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:

Ayes - .. .. 14
y Noes .. -- .. .. 21

Majority against .
en

7



424 ..ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Duff
Mr. Durack
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hudson
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Maley

Mr. Angwin
Mr. Brown
Mr. Ohesson
Mr. Collier
Mr, Draper
Mr. Foley
Mr. Gardinoer
Mr. George
Mr. Green
Mr. Jones
Mr. Lanmbert

Arms
Mr. Pickering
Mr. Piesse
Mr. pilkington
Mr. Rocks
Mr. Thomson
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Muhlany

(Teller.)

Noes.
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Munsie
Xi r. Nairn
Mr. O'Loghien
Mr. Ecaddan
Mr. Smlith

Mr. W1illmnoott
Mr. Wilson
Mr. Hardwldk

r, (Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.
Mr. JOHNSTON: The question raised by

the member for Greunough is an important
one. The difficulties of the position out-
back will be realised when there is taken
into consideration the case of a new settler
arriving at a siding and employing a
friendly farmer to take his goods out to
his new borne. This farmer would not be
able to perform that service without a
liense.

Mr. PICKERING: In the case of cart-
ing cream the matter is one of adjustment
between the farmers, as a rule. Some
amendment should be made to provide that
farmers and- others so situated are pro-
tected against the imposition of a license
of this kinid.'

Mr. THOMSON: I am surprised at the
Comnmittee exhibiting this unseemly haste.

Ron, P. Collier: The hon. member must
not reflect onl the decision of the Commnittee.

Mr. THOMSON:- I maintain there has
been unseemly haste. Subelause 2 was only
framed for the metropolitan area and was
not intended for the country districts at all.
A little more consideration should be given
to the country: areas. It is already a diffi-
cult enough matter to secure ca~rtage there,
but under this Bill a juan must take out a
license before carting anything for anybody
under a penialty of £20. The Minister did
not go into this particular question -when ho
made his second reading speech, and I ap-
peal to the Committee to allow more time
to be given to it. To rnsh through an int-
portant measure like this does not reflect
credit on, either the Government or the Corn-
mittee.

Heon. W. C. ANGWIN: The farmer is
only asked to contribute an additional £1 per
annumn in the course of Carrying on his busi-
ness. Why should not a man who has a
carting business in the country pay for
carrying it on there as well as in the town?
People frequently go froin the towns into
the country in order to cart wheat during
the steason and they should pay this license

fee. This clause has already been. approved
bf twice by Parliament.

Mr, Thomison: When was the Bill first
brought in!

lIfon. W. C. AKOWIN: There was a Bill
introduced in 1913. If a carrier has to be
licensed for one place, it is only fair that
he should be licensed for another. Only one
license is requred.

Mr. MALEY: I move an amendment--

That ii' line 1 of Subelause. 2, after the
word "vehicle," the word ''regularly"
he inserted.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I cannot
see the force of the amendment. If an in-
dividuall, who has to pay so much a year,
after carting for himself carts for hire, he
will be making more use of the roads than
he would. otherwise do.

Mr. Maley : I want to see this word in-
serted as a safeguard for those people who
only do this kind of work intermittently.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The MLinister says
that a man who does carting for other people
after doing it for hlimself makes moire use
of the roadas. I would point out that the
big farmer, being able to use his own teams
for his own carting, would have to pay no
license fee, hut that the small man would
have to take out a license fee if hie desired
to earn any money himself by carting. This
is undoubtedly a tax on the little man, and
I think the amendment is warranted.

Amendment puts and a division taken with
the following result:- 1

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Ayes
Noes8

A tie

An gelo
Duff
Durack
Gardiner
Griffiths
Harrison
Hudson
John~ston

0

Amaz.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Maley
Mulany
Pickering
Pilkington
Rocke
Thomson
Underwood
O'Loghien

(Tefler.)

Nos.

Mr. Angwln Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Brown 'Mr. Munsie
Mr. Collier M r. Nairn
Mr. Draper Mr. Piliingtoa
Mr. Foley Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Genrge Mr, Smith
Mr. Green Mr. Williot
Mr. Lambert Mr. Hardwick

(Teller.)I

The CHAIRMAN: I give miy casting
vote in favour of the ayes.

Amendment' thus passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.
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BILL-STATE CHITLDREN ACT
AMENDMENT.

Recomimittal.

On motion by the Minister for Mines, Bill
recommitted for the purpose of further con-
sidering Clauses 4, 17, and 24.

Mr, Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for
Mines in charge of the Bill.

Clause 4-Special magistrates may visit
institutions:

The MINISTER WOE MINES: I move
an amendment-

That after "'magistrate"l in line 1 the
words "or any member of the Children's
Coi rt authorised in that behalf by the
Governor'' be inserted.

Mr. ROCKE: Are we to understand that
if a member of the Children's Court desired
to visit an institution, it would be necessary
for him to have the permission of the Gov-
erno-r-in-Council, or will any member of the
Children's Court have the entree I

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, the
Governor-ia-Council would be authorised by
the amendment to appoint one or more menm-
bers of the Children's Court to have the
same right as a special magistrate to visit
the institution. No other members would
have the right.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause 17-B3egging or performing or

work connected with racecourses by children
under 16 forbidden:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This
clause deals with the employment of children
for different purposes. It was suggested
that if paragraph (c) remained as in the
Bill, it would prevent the employment of
children in any case whatever. My atten-
tion was drawn to the fact that in other
States special provision is made for the
granting of exemptions. I move an amend-
ment-

That at the beginning of paragraph (e)*
the words ''except with the license in
writing of the 'Minister, and subject to
such restrictions and conditions as may be
therein expressed"~ be inserted.
Amendment put and passed.
Clause 24-Parent or guardian punishable

for misconduct or neglect leading to delin-
quency of child:

The MINrISTER FOE MINES: I move
an am end menlt--

That after ''neglect" in line 2 of Sub-
clause I ojf the new Clause 118a the words
"1or by any wrongful or immoral act or
omission encouraged or" be inserted,

In some eases it has been found difficult to
obtain a coniviction, owing to the fact that.
although there has been wrongful or im-
moral conduct on the part of those in charge
of the children, there has been nothing pro-
scribing such wrongful or immoral conduct.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have no objection 'to
the amendment, but it will open up a big

question later in the clause, as it will give
power to prosecute the parents or guardians
of a child who is found guilty of being a
neglected child. I do not know how the
court will procure evidence of parents hav-
ing contributed to or suffered a child to be-
come neglected. Some children become
neglected notwithstanding the best efforts of
their parents to prevent them from drifting
in the wrong direction. I should imagine
that the court would require strong evidence
of the general daily life of the household
before it would be able to say whether thme
parents had contributed to or suffered tbe
child to become neglected. However, parents
or guardians might be dragged before the
court -when they were in no way responsible.
It might be argued that the parents in such
cases would not be convicted, but they would
be subjected to a great indignity by beiag
so charged. I do not know where the line
can be drawn between those parents who
ought to be dealt with in this way and those
who are not to blame. The amendment will
confer considerable power on the court.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
definition of "neglected child'' is given in
the interpretation clause. It is not a ques-
tion of a child being' allowed to go bare-
footed. The definition refers to a child who
habitually begs or receives alma, or fre-
quents a public place for the purpose of so
doing, etce. If a parent suffers a child to
do this the parent is guilty of an offence.

Mr. Pilkiugton: Only if a parent suffers it
by wilful misconduct or wilful neglect.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is so.
If a child is wilfully suffered to do such
things the paront is guilty and should pay
the penalty, because the parent in that ease
is more guilty than thea child.

Amcindient put and 'passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Bill again reported with further amend-

ments.

BILL-CROWN SUITS ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Th Committee.

Resumed from 28th August. Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair; the Attorney General in charge
of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported
on Clause 2.

Clause put and passed.
Title agreed to.

(The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported without amendment end the
report adopted.
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B[LL-JUSTICE6 ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
from the 28th August of the debate on' the
;second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill1 read a second time.

In Committee.
Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Attorney

General in charge of the Bill,
Clauses 1, 2, 3--agreed to.
Clabse 4-Z-Substitution of new section for

Section 29:
Mr. FOLEY: The -amendment stipulates

that there must be two justices on the beach
to deal with any indictable or simple offence.
I remote portions of tile State, it is often

difficult to obtain two justices and there are
some cases which mnight wvell be dealt with
by one justice. Do the Government intend
to provide police magistrates to a greater
extent than. at present? It is asking too
much of justices to require two to sit en
every Case.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am not
prepared to give an undertaking to appoint
more police magistrates, at present. Section
32 of the Act provides that one justice may
hear a eoinplaint when there is not another
justice- residing within 10 miles. Sometimes
it is difficult to get two justices. Under
ordinary circumstances, two justices can be
obtained and it is desirable that they shall
sit.

Mr. Munsie: What is the position if the.
two justices disagree?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:. There,
would have to be a re-hearing.,

Mr. FEOLEY: I would be satisfied Wiith the
Attorney General's reply if he assured me
that Section 32 of the Act would operate,
notwithstanding this amendmnent.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The posi-
tion is that if there were two- justices and
they disagreed the opinion of the senior
would prevail.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 5-Amendment of Section. 33;
Mr. PICKERING: What is the idea of

extendiin'g the powers 'of police magistrates
to every portion of the State?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: A. person
whoD is appointed to such a position gener-
ally possesses- the qualillcations that render
him an acquisition as regards the giving of
decisions' in any portion of the State. He
is, therefore, being giveni power to adjudi-
cate in any part of Western Australia !in
which. he may happeif to be.

clause put and passed.
Clauses 6, 7-agreed to.
Clause 8-Th'sertion of new section after

Section 94:
Mr, MIINSIEI: I should like the Attorney

General to explain this clause. 'It appears
to give too much power to any sergeant of
police. If a justice grants, bal l to an in-
dividual -a sergeant. can: apply for a re-

hearing with the object oz having that bail
revoked.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:, Occasions
arise, where after bail has been given ci r-
cunistances are brought to the notice of the
police which render it advisable that the
bail should be revoked. This power will not
be worked to the hardship of anyone and
will be lightly used.I

Mr. MUNSIE: I am not satisfied with
that explanation. If the police have any
objection to an individlual being let net on
bail, they should state' it before the beach
while the ease is being heard.

the Minister for Mines: They might get
the information later.

Mr. MUNSIE: If after the bench had re-
fused bail and the defendant bad fresh evi-
dence to bring forward later, would he have
an opportunity of re-applying for bail?

The Minister for Mines: Who told you hie
could :not apply for bail?

Mr. MtJNSIE: T know he couild apply be-
fore at Judge of the Sup reme Court, but 1
do not think he could apply once the bench
had revoked bail at the instance of the
police. This places too much power in the
hands of the police.

.Mr. PICKERING: In my opinion, too, it
should not be placed in the power of any
police officer to have bail refused. If that
is not the intention of the clause, then it is
badly worded.

Mr. MISNSIE: The court is supposed to
have heard the whole of thu facts of the
case before committing a man to trial.

The Minister for Mines: Net all the facts,
but sufficient.

Mr . MUNSIE: If that Were not the ease
how could the, court cornmit a man for
trialI If the bench decides that a man
should be granted bail, I am not prepared
to give to a constable the right to get aa-
ether justice of the peace, who may agree
with him, to revoke that bail.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There may
'be cases in which, if the police had known
all the facts at the time, they would have
opposed the grantivg of bail.

Hoeu. P. Collier: Is there any -machinery
to enable the bench to revoke its decision?
* The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
.know that there is, in this. particular mat.
ter,

Mr. MuNSr~: There is more in the clause
than, insets the eye. If it is right that the
defondant has to appeal to a judge of tbe
Supremeo Court, it should be equally right
for a police officer, who considers that he
has 'sufficient grounds, owing to a miscar-
riage of justice, for desiring that the bail
should be revoked, also to apply to a judge
of the Supreme Court. Dot I am not satis-
'fled to have the constable again simply ap-
peal to a omagistrate.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Suppose a
policeman in charge of a distant country
station, say Broome, has reason to helieve
that an accused, person on bail is about to
abscond. Thea, if tbe police constable bas
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to obtain an order frtome a Supreme Court
judge, the provision is useless.

11r. Munsie: It would be equally useless
to the unfortunate charged.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The man
charged could telegraph to a solicitor in
,Perth to obtain him bail. The object of the
provision is to prevent persons arrested and
then released on bail from escaping the con-
sequences of the commission of off ences.
Hon. mnembers nmust give justices, and also
members of the police force, some credit for
,desiring to act impartially.

Mr. Munsie: Quite so, but I object to the
policeman having two chances to the other
man Is one.

Clause put and negatived.
Clauses 9 to 20-agreed to.
Clause 21-Insertion of new sections in

Part VIII.:
Mr. PICKERING: We have not had time

to consider this measure, and it is going
through at extreme speed. I move-

That progress be reported.
Motion put and negatived.
alause put and passed.
Clauses 22 to 25--agreed to.
Schedule, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported -with amendments.

EBIL-WIIEAT MARKETING.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (H0on. J. Mitchell-Nor-
tharn) [8.56 in moving the second reading
said: This is a very simple and easily un-
derstood measure. On three occasions in this
Chamber we have discussed wheat-marketing
measures, and on the present occasion I ask
the House to extend the eisting legislation
for one year, so as to cover the 1919-1920
season. I also ask the House to approve of
a further acquiring agency agreement with
the Westralian Farmers Ltd. This agree-
ment has been accepted by the compan~y, but
of course it will not become effective until it
has been approved by Parliament. Hon.
members know that the average charge last
year was 1%d. The terms and conditions of
the agreement are exactly the same as last
year, and the advisory committee recom-
mend the Westralian Farmers Ltd. as
agents again. Hon. members will re-
Collect that we discussed this question of
agency at considerable length in connection
with previous Bills. Power is alto asked to
the Minister to advance for the purchase
of cornsacks. This -power was ob-
tainoqi when a similar measure was before
Parliament lnst session. Hon. members
are, of course? awa~e that the guar-
antee for the Comning harvest is 4s. 4d. per
bushel. I would like to give a few figures
in connection with the haidling of the
wheat of this State; I daresay hon. mem-
bers will be glad to know them. The whole
of the 1916-1.6 wheat has been dealt with.
Of the 1916-17 harvest, 375,200 bushels re-

f177]

main on hand. I sin sorry to say that that
wheat is not in good condition. Ilow.
ever, there are only 3T5,0OO bushels,
sonic affected by weevil and some
damaged by weather. The wheat bere
is very mjuch better than the wheat in
some of the Eastern States. Generally, the
position here is tery satisfactory indeed,
thanuks to the management first of Mr: Sib-
bald, and now of Mr. Keys. Of the 1917-18
crop, 1,912,466 bushels remain on hand, and
of the 1918-19 crop 6,462,800 bushels. The
amount paid per. bushel against the wheat
for the 1915-16 crop is 4s. 4%d. less
freight from siings to nearest port ; for
the 1916-17 crop, 3s. 3d. at sidings; the

.same amount for the 1917-18 Crop; and for
the 1918-19 crop 4s. 4d, less freight from
sidings to nearest port. I -wish to point out
to the House that there has been paid against
the 191.6-17 and 1917'18 crops very much
less than against the 1915-16 and 1918-19
Crops.

Ron. W. C. Ang win: Most of it is sold,
though.' That is the worst of it.

The PREMIER: Rut it has been sold oa
account of the Australian Wheat Pool, and
although our shipments have been heavier in
proportion to our production as against the
rest of the States, the advKantage to us is that
we have not to take care of the wheat.

Mr. Munsie: But this State shares the loss
consequent on the bad condition of the wheat
in the Eastern States.

The PREMIER: I -am much obliged to
the hon. meniber for his interjection. It is
not so. Each pool is responsible for the
proper care of its wheat. The hon. member
will recollect that the New South Wales
wheat, which was of inferior quality, had to
be sold at a considerable discount, and that
a set-off was made to the pool.

Hfon. P. Collier: It is alleged that a great
quantity was stolen there, too.

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: A good deal of this
has been sold and delivered below s. Gd.

The PREMIER: I think I may claim that
the Care of the wheat in this State has been
exceptionally good. We have had very
small losses.

Hon. W. C. Aiigwin: If more care had
been taken we would not have had any at
all.

The PREMIER: That may be, hut I
think proper care has been exercised. If
the same' care had been exercised through-
out Australia, it would have been very
much better for all concerned. The opera-
tions of the Wheat Pool in this State dur-
ing the past four years have resulted in
something like 10 million pounds worth
being delivered to the Pool. That is to say,
10 million pounds sterling will have been
distributed when the balance owing to the
farmers is paid to them. That is * very
fine suin-214 millions per annum for an
industry which 10 years ago did not exist
except in a small way. In addition to this
result, it 'is hoped that the present harvest
will yield something approaching 1%
million bushels.
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Heon. W. C. Angwin: It is too early to
estimate it,

The PREMIER: Ye;, but it is hoped that
that will be the 'result. If it is we shall.
again have a fine cheque to distribute
amongst the farmers of Western Australia.
I have told the House -that t 'he guarantee
against next season's crop is 4s. 4d. de-
livered at thie sidings. That is about 4s. to
the farmer.

Hon. P. Collier: Is the Pool going to be
continued I

The PREMIER: I do n~t know how long
it will be continued. I am asking f or
power now to continue it for another year.
If it is to 'be continued beyond the 1920
crop, Parliament will he consulted.

Hon. P. Collier: Has the Commonwealth
Parliament decided about the coming crop?

The PREMIER: The guarantee against
the coming crop is 4s. 4d. at the siding, the
same as last year.

1-6n. P. Collier: That is what the State
guarantees.

The PREMIER:- The State guarantees
3s. and takzes half the risk. the Common-
wvealth takes the other half beyond the Be.
per bushel.

HOlL.'P. Collier: The Commonwealth are
continuing the Pool for next harvest?

The PREMIER:. Yes. I do ub't know
when the Pool system is to stop.

Hon. P. Collier: A South Australian Peti-
tion, with 10,000 siknatures, asked that it
,should be discontinued.

& PREMIER: No one knows jus4 now
whecther 1920 will see the end of the Pool.
I suppose that so soon as we have free buy-
i-ng'again, and'so soon as shipping is avail-
abl 'e, farmiers will n.o doubt desire to go
back to the old system. In the meantime,
lark 'of shipping rhrkes it imperative that
the Act should be continued for another
year, and that is all I am asking the House
to agree to to-night. I do not thizik I need
say anything more in coanection with the
matter. I shalt be ver: gatospl n
information members may desire to have.
What I ask now is that the conditions of
last year be made the conditions for tbe
comning year.

lon. W. C. Angwin: You are' not reduc-
ing the price.

The PREMIER: No. I am asking for the
same conditions as applied to last year's
crop. I am asking that the same provision
be made for an agreement with the Wes-
tralian Farmers, Ltd. -

Iton. P. Collier : What profit did they
make last year?

The PREMIER: I have not the slightest
idea.

Ion. P. Collier: It is all right; it is all
in the pockets of the people.

The PREMIER: I -refer the bon. member
to the leader of the Country party for in-
formation. on that point.

Flon. W. C. Angwin: We pay a fiarthing
more here than in South Australia.

The PREMIER : I dare say the condi-
tions here are not the same as in South
Australia.

Hon. W. C. Angwia : They are better
here.

The PREMIER: I am not sure that the
conditious are the same. This is a' more
scattered country, with plenty of sidings.
Ouir wheat is grown over an area SOC miles
by 100 miles and naturally it is a more
expensive matter to receive wheat at a
number of sidings in small quantities. All
I can say is, if we pay a farthiag a bushel
more the result here has been better than in
the other States.

H1on. W, C. Augwin: Yen cannot beat
South Australia.

Mr. Gardiner: We do not want a repeti-
tion of the South Australian Wheat Pool
here. It was the most scandalous thing
hanwn, next to New South Wales.

The PREMIER: The member for North-
Blast Fremantle, as chairman of the Wheat
Commission, is familiar with these sub-
*jects. He was very thorough in everything
le did on. that Commission and nothing
escaped him. I ask the House to agree to
the measure, and move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Mr. Harrison, debate ad-
journed.

EILL-fliRTH MINT ACT AMEND-,
MENT.
Message.

* 'Meisago from the Governor received and
read recommending the Bill.

BILL-TRADING CONCERNS.

Second Reading.

Debate, resumed from 28th August.

*Hon, IV. C. ANO WIN (North-East Fre-
inantle)'[9.10]: The Minister in introducing
the Bill pointed out that it was only a very
small oae, the object being to increase the
number of undertakings under the
Trading Concerns Act. He, however,
gave no reas~a whatever why the under-
takings mentioned in the schedule ox
the Bill should be brought under the Trad-
ing Concerns Act, except that they could
be properly capitalised, and interest, sink-
ing fund, * and depreciation provided for,
and that the country would then know ex-
actly what the position was so far as these
enterprises were concerned. Is it not strknge
that for many years we have been running
in Perth, Government Refrigerating 'Works,
and that a few years ago the possibility of
doing away with these works altogether was
considcred, because it was thought that they
were lint tip to requirements; that they were
not a paying proposition, and that a good
deal of the nmachiaery was worn out? It
was considered then that better equipped

428



J[2 SEPTEMBER, 1919.]42-

works were necessary for Perth. Now the
Government come along and ask that these
-works, which have been condemaned, be
brought under the Trading Concerns Act. I
would like to know ,what the reason is. In
mly opinion it is none other than to show that
the various trading concerns which were es-
tablished by the Labour Covernint alien
they were in office are 'not turning out sat-
isfaetorily. I do not know anything about
the Busselton butter factory as it is at
the present time, although I did sonmc fewv
years ago. ft has lately been reorganised
and a 'new plant has been installed, but the
capitalisation of the old plant is to be
brought under the Trading Concerns Act-in
an exactly similar -mianner as was done in
the case of the Owalia hotel. That institu-
tion paid for itself out of the profits which
it made, and yet it was brought under the
Tra,1ding Concerns Act at its full capital c6st
That is. what is being done in regard to the
old Bosselton factory. 'Then again, we have
the Gioverinent markets in Perth, markets
-which have been condemned, and on which
the Government. are losing money. fUnder
the present conditions these will never he-
come a profitable undertaking. These mear-
kets, too, arc to be brought under the Trad-
ing Concerns Act. There mast be some
reason' why the 0-overniufeut are anxious to
do this. So far as the Metropolitan Abat-
toirs and Saleyards are concerned, I do not
know eractly under what conditions they are
being run, or whether they are a paying
proposition or not. But I do want to say
that it is very strange that if a payable pro-
position has added anything to the Consoli-
tinted Revenue of the State, that is thel con-
cern that the Glovernment arc desirous of
selling.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Itt will he a crime if they
do0 it.

Ron. W. C: ANGWIN: They are not go-
ing to do it easily. But where they have un-
#lertakings which are continually making a
loss, undertakings started by a Liberal Gov-
erment many years ago, the plant and
buildings being almost worn out, with no
possibility of. making the propositions pay,
they wish to bring them under the Trading
Concerns Act. I have a certain amount of
sympathy with the Government. Since they
have been trying for so long to stop the
deficit, I can understand their attempt to
bring under the Trading Concerns Act any
undertaking showing a. loss; because by so
doing they will servo to reduce their deficit.
They ought to do the same with the rail-
ways.

The Premier: Are they trading concerns?
'Ron. W. C. ANGWIN; 'They are business

uudertakings. They are like the cattle deal.
When it looked like a proflit it wras a business
undertaking, but when it showed a loss it was
a trading concern.

The Premier: That was the way in your
time.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Long before the
loss was made, the member for Pilbarra. pre-
dicted that loss. I have never heard from

the Minister any reason why these losing
business undertakings which have been con-
demned should be brought under the Trading
Concerns Act. Each of these undertakings
has ;shown a considerable loss. it appears
to be the Minister's one idea to try, as far
as possible, to transfer to the Trading Con-
cerns Act business undertakings showing a
loss.

The Minister for Works: What is the dif-
ference bet "ween a business undertaking and
a trading concern?9

Hfon. WV. C. ANGWIN: I do not know,
The Minister himself invented the distinc-
tion, The only difference I can see is that
the revenue and expenditure of the trad-
ing concerns are not taken into considera-
tion in relation to Consolidated Revenue,
the Minister, when introducing the Trading
Concerns. Bill, embodied in that measure
every concern supported by the Labour Ad-
ministration. He anticipated that there
would he a continual loss. He did not then
realise that the only bright spot in the
finances were the trading concerns.

The Premier: flue to the war.
Hon. W. C. ANGIN: They would have

showed a much better return but -for the
war. The war affected. practically every
tradling concern in the; State. Nearly all
private employers suffered through the war,
and the State trading !concerns have suf-
fered similarly. Nevertheless, last year the
trading co ncern s contributed handsomely to
Consolidated Revenue. The Minister never
anticipated that when he introduced the
Trading Concerns Bill. Now he proposes to
bring under the Act five other concerns
which he kno 'ws will never pay.

The- Prenier: It does not make any dif-
ference to revenue,

H-on. P. Collier: But it makes a difference
in the arguoment against trading concerns.

Run. W. C. ANGWIN: It will meke a
diffekence to thme balance in respect of re-
venue.

The Premier:- NoV a bit.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They are not taken

into,- consideration in respect of Consoli-
dated Revenue except when they show a pro-
fit. If there is a loss, it is mentioned only
-in condemnation of the Labour party.

The Minister for Works: We are not seek-
ing to injure the Labour party at all.

Hion. W. C. ANG-WIN: Because you -have
no chance of doing so. Still,. it has a ten-
dency to put the trading concerns in a
worse light than they should be. The Bill
affords opportunity for discussing some of
the concerns already in existence. We rea-
lise that the' State sawmills have shown
several thousand pounds profit this year, and
that because they are a payable proposition
and afford a good check on private charges
the Minister intends to get rid of them.

The Minister for Works: The House has
to decide that.

Hon. W. C. ANIIWIN: We have one of
the most up-to-date brickworks in the State.
I do not wish to anticipate, but I am in-
structed by the municipal council in my
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electorate to organise a deputation to the
Minister, requesting that he shall increase
the Output from those works. The wlholo
of the building trade is practically, -ung up
for want of bricks. Yet there was very little
output from the State brickrworks last year,
I remember that on one occasion those works
turned out in one month 635,000 bricks.
We have been told that bricks would never
be made at 25s. per thousand. A deputa-
tion which waited on the Premier, the Mlin-
ister for Works being present, declared that
it could not be done. Yet those bricks were
rnade, with all standing charges--

The Minister for Works: At 32s. 10%/d.
Hon. WV. C. ANG'WIN: Interest and sink-

ing fund, depreciation and full standing
charges were put up, and the cost of the
bricks ran out at something less than 32s.

The Minister for Works: It was 32s.
10 12d:

lIon. W. C. ANOWIN: That included
everything. There was an. amount of 98,
or 10s. per thousand for standing charges.

.Mr. SPEAKER: Which of the trading
concerns is the hon. member discussing?

Hon. 'W. C. ANGWXN: Those mentioned
in the Title of the Bill,

Mr. SPEAKER: The bon. member will be
in order in discussing those contained in the,
schedule. The Bill deals only with those in
the schedule.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I was merely try-
ing to point out the difficulties we are
placed in owing to the neglect to work the
State trading concerns to their maximum
output. Never before have we had such a
dlemand for increased output. - Never have
the people been so anxious that the Govern-
meat should make the best use of the trad-
iug concerns. I want the Minister to in-
crease their number, but T say lot us have
payable propositions. The State briekworks,
for instance, if properly operated, would
show a considerable profit. Instead of that
we are to have brought under the Act uni-
dertakings that show a loss. But for the
war the Qoveinmuent markets, Perth, would
no longer have been in existence. In view of
the disgracefuil condition of those markets,
could anybody be expected to open a stall in
them? Or could any person be expected to
go there, seeing that none can say how long
it wvill be before the markets arc removed-
to make room for railway buildings? Of
course nobody woeild take such a risk.

The Minister for Works: You do not ob-
ject to our trying to make the best of the
proposition?

Ron. W. C, ANGWIN: But these con-
cerns have been condemned, notwithstanding
which their capitalisation will be charged
up under Trading Concerns Act.. They re-
present a total loss, and once they have been
brought under the Trading Concerns Act,
their evil reputation will be spread broad-
east aniong the people, not only of this
State, but of the Eastern States and even
of London. Owing to the action of a mem-
ber of the present Governniint, I, when
Minister for- Works,' deemed it my duty to

send an audited balance sheet to 1Melbourne
by way of refuting statements made in re.
gard to' the sawmills. I. hope Parliament
will not agree to those business undertak.
ings scheduled in the Bill being transferred
to trading concerns. I (To not object to the
now Busseltou butter factory being included
but 'I do object to the old factory, in which
the mnachinery is worn out, being charged
uip with the full capital expenditure. It
is unfair and pajust, and not in the interests
of tho trading concernis that the old factory
should be embodied in the Bill.

Hr. PICKERING (Sussex) [9.1): 1
support the Government in so far as the
Busselton. butter factory is concerned, be-
Cause the Labour -party, when they converted
thut factory into a State factory, conferred
A great benefit on the dairying industry of
the State. Prom the establishment of th-!
factory as a State trading concern, the
dairying industry has progressed continu-
ously, and to the success demnonstrated by
that factory might be attributed the many*
co-operative ventures which have been
started in this State. I regret that I hn'e
not the figures applying to the lBusselton
butter factory, but I can assure the member
for North-East Fremantle, (Mr. Angwias)
that the improvement in the dairying in-
dusgtry in the Busselton district has been
mn Et marked ever since this became a State
concern. At the time the then Minister, Mr,
W. D2. Tohnson, converted it into a State con-
cern there were only 7 contributors to the
factory, and tn-day, I believe, there are over
400, and. some of them as far distant as
Waroona. Recently the Government made an
offer' to get this factory converted into a co-
operative concern and the figures placed be-
fore the contributors showed that the fac-
tory was on a very satisfaLctory looting.
Although it is not paying to-day, it is within
a very small sum of doing so. The people
of the district, desirous of seeing this carried
to fruition, realise that the State conferred
a boon on the district by establishing the
factory, and do not desire that the control
be disturbed. They even went so far as to
passa a. resolution to that effect. The time
is not opportune for any change in the con-
trol of this factory. We have been confronted
with heavy expenses in the way of clearing
and, prior to taking over the factory, we had
the difficulty of getting the true value of the
produce purchased by the* factory. 'The con-
sequence was that the dairying industry be-
gan to go down rapidly. In view of these
facts and my conviction that the producers
are getting a fair- deal from the Government
management of this factory, I hope the Gov-
ernmient will not unduly handicap us by
putting the additional value of an obsolete
and derelict factory, which the present fac-
tory has replaced, against the capital charge,
as that would affect us seriously. I hope
the view of the member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Mr. Angwia) will not be borne out
in fact. The debt should not go back be-
yond 'the -initiation of the new factory.
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The Minister for Works: This is simply
to get the thing into a proper form so that
we shall know where we are.

Mr. PICKERI7NG: I am prepared to sup-
port the Bill 'with that object. I

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [9.34]: 1
regret that apparently this comparatively
small, yet important Bill does not excite the
same degree of interest as did the question
of a five shilling license fee for farmers'

waon judging by the attendance of mem-
bers, 1particularly those who occupy the cross
benches. It is also to 'be regretted that the
Minister in charge of the Bill did not give
some tangible reasons for the motives which
actuated the Government in bringing it f or-
ward. I not only listened carefully to the
speech of the Minister in introducing the Bill,
but hive since read the report in I"'Hansard,"'
and I have failed to find one word of ex-
planation or justification or any reason what-
ever why the Government seek% to bring these
particular concerns under the Trading Con-
cerns Act.

The Premier:- It is of no advantage to
revenue.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, but it is to that
section of the community who live polici-
cally and have for years lived, politically by
denouncing State trading concerns. It is of
considerable advantage to those who make it
a theme of their eloquence whenever they get
up to discuss public questions. It is of
great interest to them to be able to point to
the results of the State trading concerns to
show they have made a financial loss on their
operationij.

The Premier: They are State trading con-
cerns whether they are under the Act or not.

Hon. P. COLLIER: At the present time
they are described as business undertakings
and as such they do not come under that
great volume of criticism o 'r attack levelled
against State trading concerns JI n recent
years.

The Premier: You are not serious..
Hon. P. COLLIER: I am. The Minister

gave no reasons whatever. Apparently the
object of the Bill is to placate a number 'of
private tiaiders in tbis State.

The Premier: It is not.
Hon. P. COIJLIF R: The Minister*- for

Works said many of the private traders ob-
jected to the way these concerns were being
coliducted and, for 'that reason the Govern-
ment were bringing them under the Act so
that these private traders would he in a
position to judge the financial results of the
operations of these concerns,.

The Minister for Works: Have not they,
as taxpayers, the right to know the finan-
cial results?

Hon. P. COLLIER: They are not the
only taxpayers iii the State. Because they
constitute themselves the Chamber of Coin-
mierce and foregather in a back room in
Perth and put themselves up ds kings of
commerce and finance; and explnde on every
possible occasion with regard to State trad-
ing concerns; because they have n objec-

tion and apparently have the ear of the
Minister, lbe comes down with tbis Bill to
Placate them.

The Minister for Works: They are no
friends of mine.

Mr. Underwood: They thought they were.
lion. P. COLLIER: They have always

regarded the Minister as their friend. Is
not the Minister for Works the one strong
man of the Government who, thronghi thick
and thin, through all the storm and stress
of public. agitation against State trading con-
cerns in recent years, stood out and said-
"I still anm opposed to State trading con-
cerns.''

Mr. Underwood: Yes.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I heard several of

his present colleagues on the platform, with-
in recent months, men who had been just
as prominent as he in the past in denounc-
ing State trading concerns, express the view
that they had been converted. Seeing al his
colleagues have deserted him in that respect
and have now come over to the view of the
Labour party, and have embracedI the prin-
ciples and policy which for years they de-
nounced in this House and out of it, is it
any wonder that these private traders have
selected the Minister for' Works as the one
man they -would go to in, order to unburden

Ltheir minds of their troubles?
The Minister for Works: Some of them

would hang we.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Howev 4 , they have

secured their wishes. I shiould like the Min-
inter to tell the House-and the Hlouse and
the country are entitled to know-what is
the guiding principle, the deciding factor
with the Government as 'to which of these
concerns shall be brought under this mea-
sure. Why are the five, mentioned in the
'Bill, selected and the many others that are
classed as business undertakings allowed to
remain outside the scope of the BIl

The Premier: You can add to this list.
The Minister for Works:- Which ones do

you wish to add!
Mr. Munsie: What about adding a super-

phosphate Works?
Hon. P. COLLIER: Surely there is an

obligation on the Government to explain their
system in thin matter. 'Why have the Gov-
ernment selected those concerns?

The Premier: What do0 You want added?
lRon. P. COLLIER: The whole lot.
The Premier: What are they?
Ron. P. COLLIER. The whbole of those

classaified under the heading of business n-
dertakings. There is noe one argument that
can be advanced for the inclusion of these
five concerns uinder this measure that can-
sot, with equal logic and consistency, be ad-
vtanced for the inclusion of all the others
now classified as business undertakings.

The Premier: What are they!
I-on. P. COLtER: We have to-day, uin-

der State trading concerns, the ferries. What
argument can he used to 'justify the in-
clusion of State ferries uinder the 'provisions
of this measure that canno1t With equal force
and consistency be 'applied to the Govern-
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ment. tramways? Why are not the tramways
included? They are a public utility just as
are the State ferries. What is the argu-
ment, 'what is the deciding factor, what is
the guiding principle that actuates Ministers
when they decide to include one and exclude
the others?

Tim .Prcmier, Competitive trading con-
cerns.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The ferries are -not
competitive trading concerns: But that ar-
gument does not apply because there are
many others.

Mr. Munsie: What about Wyndham
Freezing Works? What are they ccumpeting
againistY

ilM-. 'Underwood: All the world. What
about the Macla Bulla Station?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, the Moola
Bulla station is not under the State trading
concerns, and jet the shipment of cattle
from the North-West is, no doubt, because
it was a losing proposition. The Govern-
meat lost something like £30,000 in one year
on cattle.

.Mr. M~unsie: It was a business under-
takiwig.

Hon. P. COLLIER: What is the argu-
mnt justifying the bringing of a shipment
of cattle from the North-West under this
measure and not the Moola Bulla, station I
Will the Minister please explainf

The Premier: It is easily explained,
Moola Bulla is a native station.

Rion. P. COLLIER: How does that affect
the principle?

The Premier: It is intended to Jock after
thbe natives.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Would the natives
be looked after any less well if that station
were brought under this measure? flow
would they be affected V Whether the sta-
tion is under the heading of business under-
takings cr State ',radiag concerns, it is con-
trolled and administered by the Government,
and does the Premier suggest that the Gay-
ermnent, in administering the Mola Bulla.
station under the S "tate Trading Concerns
Act, would he less mindful of the interests
of the natives than if it were classified un-
der business undertakings?

The Premrier: It is a totally different
proposition.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Wherein is it dif-
ferent?

The Premier: Of course it is.Hon. P. COLLIER: There is no differ-
oee whatever.

Thd Premier: ' Why was the station
bought?

Hfon. P. COLLIER: It is a trading con-
cern. The station is raising s tock, and is in
competition with other stock raisers on the
mneat market. The stock is brought down and
placed on the mnarket in competition with
other men ini the business.

Mr. Foley: And is showing a good profit.
Ren. P. COLLIER: Yes, and that is one

of the main reasons why it is not proposed
to bring it under this measure. I have no
hesitation in saying it. appears to me that

rtho main underlying principle, which has a
tuated the Government in bringing these co
cerns under the measure, is to include tho
not of a profitable character for the pu
pose of discrediting, in the puiblic mind, tV
principle of State trading. We know th:
the man in the street, and the leading tra,
emrs, the men of commerce and industry
the Stnte, who in recent years have put thet
selves uip as critics of the principle of Sta,
tradling, have judged] these co-ncerns abs
lutely from the one point of view, namel
as to whether they. have proved to be
financial success as regards profit and los
If a big Governmeunt undertaking has shoii
a finanicial loss on the year's operations the
say that no. further argumient is needed I
show the, fallacy of the -whole principle. I
judge a State trading concern from tin

p)oint alone is unfair, and the judgment
no value. When we judge of the value of
State trading concern we have to take ii
considera&tibn not only the financial aspe(
of the business, as to whether it is showin
a profit or a loss, but have to take into a,
count the service it is rendering to the pit)
lie, That is a point entirely lost sight
by critics. It may he that the State tradia
concerns, which it is proposed to bring t
den the Bill,- have shown a linancial loss ft
the year, but it may also be that they ham
rendered and are rendering to the public
much greater service than would be renders
by similar concerns controlled by private ci
terprise. There are many concerns on ft
list. The tram ways are showing a handsoni
profit annually of. from £10,000 to E12,00(
There is no suggestion. of bringing them ur
der the classification of a State tradia
concern.

The Premier: What about the railways
Hon. P. COLLIER: The railways wou]

show a bigger loss then, because they woni
be debited with sinking fund and deprecic
flea, which at present is not charged agahus
them.

Mr. Duff: What -about State hotel-s?
Hon. -P. COLLIER:- They are not met

tioned here. The tourist department is
concern which is not brought, under ft
Act. It is classified as a business undei
taking.

The Minister for Works: Add it if yo
li ke.

Ron. P. COL LIER: Is that the way th
Minister has drawn up his Bill? Appareat,
he holds no opinion on the mnatter. Doe
this represent his attitude?

The Minister for Works: No.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Apparently it d oes

Everyone of those concerns to which I hay
referred as being brought under the tern
"'business undertaking'' the Minister say
we'can include if we like. The Governmen
"liould have- some definite idea as to wha
should be or should not be included in tNi
measure. Their present attitude is ceuchi
sive ptoof of. thle fac-t that they have ai
definite guiding principle in the matter.

The Minister for Works: We bave.
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Hon. P. ;OLLIER: As soon as I men-
tion any concerns which ought to be included
in the Bill, he says, "'Include them if you
like.'' Is this the haphazard way they have
arrived at their opinion in regard to these
proposals?I

The Minister for Works: No.
Hon. P, COLLIER: The Minister failed

to giv"e the House any reason why these con-
ecrns should be brought under the provisions
of the Act ay more than those I have all-
ready indicated. Ile merely suggested that
there wore certain traders in the city de-
sirens of knowing how these coincerns were
being conducted. For their information. he
brings down this Bill to include them. I
shall oppose with all my strength the incin-
Sian of any more of these undertakings under
the State Trading Concerns Act until the
Government have defined their real position.

The Premier: They all might to be put
in.

Hion. P. COLLIER: Then why have they
not been included in the Bill?

Thle Premier: They are included.
Ron. P. COLLIER: They are not here.

The Bill provides only for adding to the
list of concerns now tinder the Act, the
Government refrigerating works, the Gov-
einent markets, the Busselton butter fac-
tory, the metropolitan abattoirs and sale-
yards, and the Kalgoorlie abattoirs.

Thle Premier: All paying propositions.
lion. P. COLLI.ER: They are not paying

propositions. The Premier now says they
ought all to be put in. If that is the policy
of the Government, why are they not in-
cluded in the B3il This shlows that they
have given no consideration to the princi-
ples involved.

I-r. 'Uinderwood: They just threw it on.
Hon. P. COLLIER: That is quite evident.

The Minister for Works says that we 'Can
bring in many other concerns, and the Pre-
Inier says that we canl bring them all in, and
yet -we find no provision for doing so. Evi-
dently the Bill has not been brought to the
House as a, result of any matured policy or
definite conviction on the part of the Gov-
ernment. This is my justification for the
assertion that the motive underlying their
action is to get under the Trading Concerns
Act all those business undertakings that are
of an unprofitable nature.

The Minister for Works: You did not es-
tablish these.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It does not mat-
ter who established them. During all the
years the'Minister has been here these eon-
cerus have been going on and havetnot been
looked upon as State trading concerns. They
have never been in the umiads of those op-
posed to State trading concerns. I object
to legislation being introduced to strengthen
or bolster up the opposition in the country
to the operation of these concerns.

The Minister for Works: That is not the
object.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Let us adjourn the
debate until the Government have fully con-

sidered the matter, and have, prepared an
amendment to place under the Act the Rail-
ways and Tramways and the other services
as well as those that are at present being
excluded.

The 'Premier: Are you tobogganing down
the list?

Honl. P. COLLIER: I do not propose to do
that, or to allow Ministers to toboggan the
Bill through either; I hope the Minister
will be as considerate to us ia reporting pro-
gress as hie was to our friends on the cross
benches when a tax of 5s. per wheel, affect-
ing a few farmers' wagons, was brought
forward earlier in the day. The time of thle
House ought not to be taken up in the con-
sideration of this Bill. There is mnore ini-
portant legislation to deal with. Our time
should not be engaged in the -considerntion
of legislation which has for its object
merely the gratification of a few trading
critics in the city of Perth.

The Premier: That is not the object.
Hone. P. COLLIER: The Minister for

Works expressed that opinion when mioving
'the second reading. It may be that many of
the concerns 'which the Goverinment feel
called upon to dispose of, in accordance with
their professed policy, but which they do
not wish to dispose of, will be brought
under 'the provisions of this Bill, so that
they can throw the responsibility on the
Rouse afterwards of getting rid of them.
The Ministier for Works stated earlier that
the Government were negotiating for the
sale of the State sawmills, a concern which
has shown a profli, after allowing all the
charges that thi's Bill lays dow'n munst be
chiarged against them-

Mr. Munsie: Which are very unfair.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Such as interest and

depreciation every year since it has been in
operation. At the same time there is no
suggestion of disposing of that State trad-
ing concern which has shown a loss every
tear si nce it has been in existence. - I refer
particularly to the State Implement Works.
Thle Government have had instructions from
the cross benches not to dispose of that un-
dertaking, but the cross benches do not care
what the Government may do with the other
trading concerns. There is no consistency
on the part of the Government in the matter.
Members who now comprise the Ministry
have for years denounced the policy of State
trading concerns, but to-day many of them
are supporting them.

Mr. SPEAKER: This Bill does not affect
the principle of State trading concerns. It
only aims at bringing certain trading under-
takings' under the State Trading Concerns
Act. The hon. member cannot discuss now
the whole principle of State trading con-
corns.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have no desire to
contest your ruling in the matter. -The prin-
ciple of State trading concerns is, however,
somewhat involved. I intend to oppose the
second reading of the Bill and to oppose it
at every stage. I am in opposition to any
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proposal of the Government to bring under
the operation of the Act any additional con-
corns until they give some substantial rea-
son for so doing. There has been no guiding
principle in the drafting of this Bill. WVill
the Minister give the House the reasons
which actuated him in selecting these parti-
cular concerns and in omitting those which
are how elassifica as business undertakings?
Unless hie can give some good reason for the
inclusion of those provided for and the ex-
clusion of others, he has no right to ask for
the support of the House. In my opinion we
might well leave the State trading concerns
where they are. We do not want nny addi-
tion to them unless it is some genuine con-
cern such as-

The Premier: A butter factory.
Hon. P. COLLaIER! I do not know why

the Busselton butter factory should be in-
cluded.

The Premier: It is a buyer and a seller.
Ron. P. COLLIER: So are other Concerns.
Hon. 1W. C. Angwin' So are the bacon

factories.
Hon. P. COLLIER: They are not included.

A year or two ago we read in the paper that
a butter or a bacon factory was being es-
tablished every week in our rural areas..-

The Premier: Kalgoorlie and Boulder9
Hon. P. COLLIER: No, although we Can

supply requirements from Kalgoorlie to
keep the bacon factories going better than
can the agricultural portion of the State.
But there are other butter and bacon fac-
tories included in the term ''business under-
takings." Why have they not been in-
cluded in this Bill as well as the Busselton
butter factory? Why has Busselton been
selected? Just as the Bdsselton factory has
emerged' from its initial difficulties and
reached the paying stage, the Government
want to drag it in. There are many other
undertakings which might be included as
well, and I hope the Government will not
persevere with this Bill. For my part, I in-
tend to oppose the measure, because the
Minister has given no reason for it whatever
beyond saying, when presenting the Bill to
the House in a casual way, that a few trad-
ing friends of his in the City desired him
to do so- For that reason he has brought
down the Bill to occupy the time of this
House.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [10.21: 1 was
rather surprised on reading this Bill, and
I was still more surprised when I heard the
Premier interject this evening that the Bill
deals only with those trading concerns which
are non-competitive. Many of the business
undertakings of the Government are abso-
lutely as competitive as those enumerated in
the Bill. The very first one mentioned, the
Government refrigerating works in Perth,
competes with other businesses of The same
kind. Private enterprise will have something
to say on that score. Further, there are mar-
kets now competing with the overnmenit
markets in Perth. Then, as regards the Bus-

selton butter factory, there are other compet-
ing butter faet~ries. Next let me asic, what

is going to be done about the A.LP. fac-
tory?~ A lot of Government money has been
spent on that jam or pickle factory, and tip
to the present there is very little chance of
getting much of that money back. On the
lines of the Government's argument, I con-
tend there should be included in this Bill
every business in which any of the money
of this State has been invested.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member would
be in order in moving an addition to that
effect during the Committee stage.

Mr. FOLEY: I am mentioning this on the
second reading by way of suggestion. T am
engaged in drawing a Comparison between
businesses that are on the list and others
that are not on the list. I am pointing out
that there are other businesses which might
better have found a place on the list. We
have heard a great deal abort the Busselton
butter factory. No doubt it is, as the mem-
ber for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) claims, a
very sound institution. It is empty, and
''empty vessels make the greatest sound.''
The memnber for the district in which the
factory is situated, or I may say the Them-
her for jhat factory, now wants to tell the
House that it is a payable proposition.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think the merits
and demerits of the Busselton butter fac-
tory are under discussion, but simply whether
that factory shall be subject to the State
Trading Concerns Act, 1916.

Mr. FOLEY: I am arguing that the fac-
tory should not come under that Act. If
I am not allowed to discuss that-

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
in order in diseussing whether the concerns
named in the schedule are paying or non-
paying. The question is whether they should
be included wiihin the scope of the State
Trading Concerns Act, 1916.

Mr. FOLEY: I sin of opinion that the
Busselton butter factory should not be in-
cluded in the schedule to this Bill. I con-
end that the money which the Government

have put into that factory represents all
the capital that has gone into the undertak-
ing. The member for Sussex now says that
he does not wish the Governenet to interfere

1any way with the management of the
factory, but to allow those in control to
carry on in their own sweet way. If that is
to be allowed, the State should not take over
the responsibility. The responsibility should
:nall on those who carry on the factory.

Mr. Pickering: That is the posifion, too.
Mr. FOiLEY: The position is that the Gov-

ernment have supplied all the capital, and
that now the proprietors of the factory do
not want to pay on the eapitalisation, but
want to get all the debits wiped off. They
are practically selling the Minister for Works
a pup, and he is taking the pup into his arms.
I do not know what be is going to do with
it, but I think he ought to drown it. Whea
the Bills gets into Committee, I will help
the leader of the Opposition to get this par-
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ticular pup drowned. Let us know, wvhen the
Estimates are brought down, exactly what
these concerns are costing, and then, if they
are paying, we can help them. But if they
are not paying, we ought not 5to take them
over on that ground, allowing the sharehol-
ders to manage them and pat themselves on
the back if eventually a success is made. I
strongly object to these businesses being car-
died on' by means of Government money
while the State~ has no opportunity of'recov-
ering the funds so invested.

On motion by Mr. Munsie, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.9 p.m.
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The-PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30,
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-WHEAT LOADING AT
FPREMANTLE.

Hon. A. H1. PANTON asked the Minister
for Education: 1, Is he 'aware that, the boats
''C.j.S.'' and the ''Ahnora'' were delayed
in Fremantle owing to insufficient Wheat be-
ing available to load? 2, In the interests of
the Fremnantle port, will the -Minister take
steps to prevent such delay in the future?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: I. and 2, There was no undue delay i
supplying wheat for the ''0..'' and ''Al-
more." The wheat was supplied, in accord-
aince with the terms of the charter parties
which governed the loading of the vessels.

QUESTION-ALIENS AT KALGOORLIE.
Hon. A. HI. PANTON asked the Minister

for Education: 1, Are the Government aware
that large numbers of aliens have left Kal-
goorlie under advice by the police? 2, In
the interest of peace, will the Government
take steps to prevent these aliens invading
other industrial centres?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, The Government are aware that a
number of aliens have left Kalgoorlie. 2,
The Government are not aware that these
aliens are invading other industrial centres
and are informed that a number are arrang-
ing to leave the State.

QUESTION-SOLDIERS' SENTENCES,
REMISSIONS.

Hon. A. H. PANTON asked the Minister
for Education: 1, How ninny returned sol-
'diers 'were undergoing sentence in the State
for other than military offenee on Peace
Day (19th July)?1 2, Were any of the sen-
tences remitted? 3, I'f so, how many, and
to what extent?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, It is not recorded whether prison-
ers (other than those convicted of military
offences) are returned soldiers or not. 2 and
3, All prisoners were granted a remission of
sentence on the declaration of Peace in ac-
cordance with the following scaler--Sen-
tenees of 3 months and under, 14 days; for
each subsequent period of 3 months, 14 days.
Limit of remission, 6 month.

HILL-MENTAL TREATMENT ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Legislative Assembly. I

BTLLr4HEALTR ACT, AMENDMENT.

Recommittal.
Order of the Day read for the third read-

ing.

Hon. A. SANDERtSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) 4.37: I move-

That the Bill be 'recommitted for the
purpose of further considering Clause 2.

When I saw that the second reading was
fixed for yesterday's sitting I did not think
there wits any chance of 'the Bill going
through Committee on the same day, and
when the matter was before the House last
night I was unavoidably absent. I crave the
indulgence of the House to that extent. The
Bill is a controversial one, and while I am
not making any complaint against the leader
of the House-indeed' he can make one
against me-I thought the ordinary proced-
lire would be for the Committee stage to
be taken at another sitting of the House.
With regard to Clause 2, I would like to be
piermitted to put one or two matters before
hon. nmembers. That is 'why I ask that the
B3ill be recommitted.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Colebath-flast) [4.38]: 1 have
no objection to the Bill being recommitted,
but I would like to assure the bon. member
that the usual procedure was followed. If
the hon. member had intimated to me that


